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THE GENUINE 
TREE OF LIBERTY: 
OR, THE 
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OF 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


As free, and not uſing your liberty for a cloak of ma- 
liciouſnefs, but as the ſervants of God. Honour all 
men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honour 


the king. 1 PETER ii, 16, 17. 
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TO. THE 
MAYOR AND CORPORATION 
OF THE CITY OF LINCOLN; 
AND TO ALL 
THOSE MEMBERS OF THE 
COMMUNITY AT LARGE, 
WHO ARE UPON 


PRINCIPLE ATTACHED TO 
AND 
WISH TO SUPPORT: 
OUR HAPPY CONSTITUTION 
IN CHURCH AND STATE; 
DULY SENSIBLE OF 
HIS UTTER INABILITY 
ro DO. JUSTICE TO 
SO EXALTED A THEME, 
TNESE SENTIMENTS 
ARE, WITH THE M9ST PROFOUND 
HUMILITY AND RESPECT, 


ADORESSED BY 


THE AUTHOR, 


ADVERTISEMENT, 


THE. following pages, excepting a few 
light additions and alterations, were read 
before a meeting of his Majeſty's moſt 
faithful and loyal ſubjects, held at the 
Guildhall in the city of Lincoln, on Wedneſ- 
day, December 19. 1792. in order to 
counteract and to ſuppreſs the attempts of 
Republicans and Levcllers, 


1 


MR. PRESIDENT, AND GENTLEMEN=— 
N obſcure individual, and unpractiſed 


in the art of extempore elocution, 
I hope I ſhall not give offence to any one 
preſent, if I preſume to read my ſenti- 
ments in the preſence of this very numer- 
ous and reſpectable aſſembly : called toge- 
ther, ſhall I ſay ? or rather impelled by their 
own loyal inclinations to give this public 
teſtimony of their firm and well-grounded 
attachment to the King and the conſtitu- 
tion of Great Britain, 

A King, whoſe virtues, private as well 
as publick, cannot fail to endear him to all 
thoſe who are in the leaſt degree concerned 
for. the good order and the proſperity of 
this kingdom. In his private character, 
our moſt gracious Sovereign holds up to his 
ſubjefts a model of every ſocial, of every 
Chriſtian virtue, He 1s a kind huſband, 
a tender parent, and a faithful friend: a 
zealous advocate for the advancement of 
the Chriſtian religion, and a devout obſerver 
of the duties it enjoins. Let thoſe who 
are forward to open their mouths againſt 
their lawful Sovereign, practiſe the ſame vir- 
tues and be ſilent, In his publick capa- 

A 4 City, 


1 
city, he has ever manifeſted himſelf ready 
to adopt and to put into execution thoſe 
plans, for the happineſs and the advantage 
of his ſubjects, which have been before 
digeſted, and are ſubmitted to his approba- 
tion, by his good and faithful counſellors ; 
and the ſuperior excellence of theſe plans 
cannot be better aſcertained than by their 
effects in promoting and exalting the king- 
dom of Great Britain above all the nations 
of the earth. Our internal peace is fo 
firmly rooted, that, were it not for the 
malicious attempts of the factious and the 
diſcontented amongſt us, every man, in the 
charming language of ſcripture, might live 
ſafely, under his vine and under his fig-tree, 
enjoying the fruits of his own honeſt in— 
duſtry, and laying up a moderate proviſion 
for his dear deſcendants, Our external 
proſperity is of that extenſive nature, that 
Great Britain 1s at this time the emporium 
of the world. That which the proud im- 
perial Rome once boaſted ſhe had effected 
by the force of arms, the ſub;ugation of all 
nations, Great Britain has really accom» 
pliſhed, by the far more humane and leſs 
deſtructive efforts of induſtry and fair 


dealing. She has brought about this noble 
conqueſt 
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conqueſt by the indefatigable exertions of 
her huſbandmen and mechanicks in the 
improvement of the agriculture and the 
arts of this ifland ; and by the liberal and 
enterprizing ſpirit of, her merchants, who 
export her productions, natural and arti- 
cial, to every quarter of the globe. And 
how much more grateful to the human 
mind, how much more honourable, how 
much more beneficial in its preſent effects 
and its future conſequences, that ſuperio- 
rity muſt be, which 1s attained by the 
harmleſs and inoffenfive arts of peace, than 
one ſtruggled through by the painful and 
bloody efforts of war, as I am directing my 
diſcourſe to Engliſhmen, I need not be at 
the pains to illuſtrate. 

With regard to the Conſtitution of this 
kingdom; in days of yore admired, ex- 
tolled, and appealed to as a model of per- 
fection by the political writers of all nations, 
but of late, to its immortal honour, vilified 
by the pettyfogging law-makers of France; 
all thoſe who experience 1ts beneficial ef- 
fects, if they be not biaſſed by party or 
prejudice, mult feel a reaſon to revere and 
to reſpect it. Founded on the mutual ſup- 
port and protection of the prince and the 
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ſubje&t, of the governors, and of thoſe 
whoſe lot it is to ſubmit to government, it 
lays no reſtraints upon any one, except ſuch 
as are intended to prevent every one, 
prince as well as ſubject, from injuring an- 
other, in perſon, in property, or in good 
name. If a man does not commit any in- 
fringement upon any one of theſe original 
rights of man, he may fay, he may do, he 
may write what he pleaſes: and the eſta- 
bliſhment and preſervation of theſe natural 
rights is the final object of all good goyern- 

ment. | 
A ſtate of nature, that is, a ſtate in which 
the vicious propenſities of the multitude 
are allowed to predominate, is a ſtate of 
war; in which the property, the life, and 
every thing dear and valuable, lies at the 
mercy of any one who excels in ſubtlety or 
in ſtrength, To this deplorable ſituation, 
or to a ſituation nearly approaching to it, 
has that once flouriſhing and rival kingdom 
France been reduced by a ſucceſſion of 1g- 
norant and deſigning men, under the ſpe— 
cious cloak of being profound philoſophers, 
and diſintereſted advocates for the rights of 
man. A civilized ſociety, under the regu= 
lation of a government eſtabliſhed on the 
| immutable 


CS 


immutable principles of juſtice and equity, 
is in a ſtate of peace: in which no man is 
allowed, with impunity, to injure or to de- 
preciate another. This is che condition of 
Great Britain at this period. And can any 
one be ſo blind ro his own imereſt, or to 
the intereſts of the ſocicty in which he lives, 
as to wiſh to plunge vs into the ſame horrid 
ſtate of diſtraction and diſtreſs as now 
reigns through France ? to exchange do- 
meltic peace and plenty for conſuſion and 
penury ? to reduce the far more worthy 
and conſcientious part of our laborious 
huſbandmen, of our induſtrious mecha— 
nics, of our reſpectable clergy, of our 
honourable merchants, of our indepen- 
dent gentry, of our high-born nobility, 
to this ſhocking alternative; either, be- 
cauſe they cannot act in contradiction to 
what they think to be right and juſt, to be 
crammed into priſon by wholeſale, unheard 
and unconvicted, at the will and by the 
command of an ignorant, unprincipled, 
and aſpiring demagogue, in order,. on a 
future day, to be dragged forth and 
maſſaczed by an irritated and ferocioug 
mob; or elſe, deprived of all they once 
held dear, of their country, of their pro- 
perty, of their friends, to wander oycr the 
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face of the earth, not knowing where to reſt, 
under the pitiable title of emigrants ? For- 
Lid it heaven! forbid it every thing that is 
good and great in man! forbid it all that 
is brave and generous in Fngliſhmen ! 

Oh, how my heart glows with gratitude 
to the author of my being, for having, 
during the flecting period of my terreſtrial 
exiſtence, allotted to me a reſidence under 
the gentle ſway of the government of 
Great Britain: under the benign and pa- 
rental influence of which, the property of 
individuals is ſafe, their perſons and repu- 
tation ſecure; the infirm and the aged poor 
are comfortably provided for by the laws of 
the land; by the opulence and the liberality 
of its inhabitants, in every county of the 
kingdom, have been erected and endowed 
charity-ſchools, hoſpitals, and infirmaries, 
for the prevention or the cure of every 
malady, mental or corporeal, incident to the 
human frame; the honeit labourer and the 
ingenious artizan never fail to meet with 
the encouragement and the protection of 
their ſuperiors; the laborious peaſant, on 
account of the plenty and the fecurity of 
his property, may be compared to a prince; 
and the wealthy merchant, from the exten- 
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five empire of Britiſh credit, bounded only 
by the limits of the civilized world, may 
with propriety be ſaid to reſemble a king. 

Not quite approving of and in ſome de— 
gree checked in their career by the unjuſti- 
fiable enormities committed in France, our 
ſtaunch champions for the rights of man 
have now rather lowered their tone: per- 
ceiving that the good ſenſe and the indig- 
nant ſpirit of every honeſt man is rouſed 
againſt them, they begin to be rather more 
temperate. They really meant no harm; 
ce they never intended to deitroy, but only 
ce to correct; not to pull up by the roots, 
« but only to train the irregularities, 
ce and to lop off the excreſcences of the 
« Britiſh conſtitution.“ 

But the grand queſtion ſtill is, what 
meaning thele adyocates for reformation 
may take it into their ſagacious heads to 
affix to Me words, irregularities and ex- 
ereſcences. It is more than poſſible, that 
they may look upon every maxim which is 
not agreeable to their own tenets, and every 
meaſure which does not coincide with their 
own plans, as an irregularity; and may 
conceive that the King and a Church Fita- 


bliſhment at the leaſt, if not the King, Lords, 


and 


| 
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and Commons are excreſcences. Were this 
to be the caſe, it would be rather a dan- 
gerous experiment to entruſt the conſtitu- 
tion to their tremendous operations. As 
their profeſſed conviction ariſes, not from a 
rational inquiry into the real merits, or a 
due ſenſe of the beneficial effects of the 
form of government under which they live, 
but from a mere neceſſity of occaſional 
circumſtances, it may not be more perma- 
nent than the cauſes by which it was pro- 
duced. It will therefore be, if not gener— 
ous, yet prudent, to conſider them, how- 
ever plauſible their pretences, as real ene- 
mies, though pretended friends. When 
a man has once attempted, in cool blood, 
and with a deliberate intention, to plunge 
a dagger into my breaſt, it would be the 
height of folly and madneſs in me, not- 
withſtanding his molt ſolemn aſſeverations 
of future attachment, to embrace him as a 
friend. Timeo Denacs & dona ferentes. 
What could be more faſcinating than the 
numerous advantages held forth by the 
French reformers at their firit outſęet. When 
their elevated and highly improved princi- 
ple: ſhould once be reduced to practice, all 
was to be peace, happineſs, and proſperity 
throughout the (xtended regions of France. 
But 


» 

* 

* pe 
* PF 
7. 

_ 
* 

n 

3 

. 3 

2 1 : 

7 AM 

8 

51 

A * 4 

- 1 

5 4 

1 

— FI 

Y 


(::.38-) 
But in what have the labours of theſe 
mighty projectors terminated? In the 
tranſlation of property from its legal 
owners, to thoſe who never before had any 
property: in the conſiderable diminution, 
bordering upon an annihilation, of agricul- 
ture and commerce: in the pillaging of 
churches, the degradation of the clergy, 
and the neglect of religious worſhip: in the 
utter extinction of the order of nobility ; 
in the expulſion of every branch of the 
royal family, who are now beggars in 
Germany, except the king, the queen, and 
the dauphin; who are probably doomed 
either to a perpetual impriſonment, or to 
end their days “ upon a ſcaffold : and lallly, 
horreſco referens ! in the elevation of a pack 
of f atheiſts and J aſſaſſins, who have 


* Louis XVI. deſcended from a long line of 
regal anceſtry, the king of the French, as he 
was ludicrouſly ſtyled, thus terminated his miſerable 
exiſtence, on the 211 day of January, 1793. And in 
the ſame manner die! by the hands of the moſt relent- 
leſs monſters, Maris Antoinette, of truly noble, and 
ſplendid extraction, wife of the above unfortunate 
Louis. She departed with a greatneſs of mind /uperior 
to her misfortunes on the 16th day of October, 1793. 

+ Dupont in the national convention profeſſed 
himſelf an atheiſt. 


+ On the 10th of Auguſt and the 2d and 3d of 
September, 1792, 
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already, more than once, deluged the very 
ſcat of juſtice with the blood of the inno- 
cent, to be the legiſlators and the governors 
of a great kingdom ! Theſe are the enchant- 
ing effects of a Jacobin government, or of 
one founded upon the Rights of Man; or, 
with ſtill more propriety, upon the rights 
of Demons * in the aſſumed garb of hu- 
manity, It were a conſummation devoutly 
to be wiſhed, thut, if any one, who has the 
aſſurance to call himſelf an Engliſhman, 
has either profeſſed or encouraged the 
diabolical principles, which have pro- 
duced ſo wretched a ſcene of deſolation 
through France; that ſo vile a traitor to 
common ſenſe, to common honeſty, and 
to the wiſe government under the protection 
of which he enjoys in ſecurity every thing 
he poſſeſſes, ſhould be for ever F baniſhed 
his native land, and be obliged to paſs the 


* Theſe Demons have at length voted, Death 
#2 be an eternal ſleep, that they may the more 
effectually perpetrate their malicious purpoſes, See 
«© Occaſional Poems,“ page 87. 


+ Thomas Paine, the Knight-Errant and Cham. 
pion of the Rights of Man, and Miſs Williams, 
the enthuſtaſtic admirer and patroneſs of liberty and 

equality, are at this time partaking of the bleſſed effects 
of theſe principles, in. mured in a F reuch priſon, 


reſidue 
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reſidue of his days under the auſpices of ſo 
deteſtable a ſtate of anarchy and confuſion, 

Should the vaſt load of taxes be all-dged 
as an objection to the Britiſh Government; 
let it be recollected that no regular ſyſtem of 
authority and ſubordination either ever has 
been or ever can be ſupported without the 
payment of taxes; that ſuch is the proſpe- 
rous ſtate of affairs in this country, that no 
induſtrious and frugal ſubject is really op- 
preſſed by contributing, according to his 
property, to the exigences of the ſtate ; and 
that what is demanded of every one on this 
account, ought to be conſidered by him as 
an annual payment made, in order to ſecure 
from depredators, domeſtic as well as ſo- 


reign, the remainder of his property. Should 


any one {till be querulous, I beg leave to 
offer to his conſideration the reflections of 
Richard Saunders upon this ſubject, con- 
tained in the preliminary Addieſs to the 


Peniylvania Almanack for the year 1758. 


e Brethren,” ſays he, © and neighbours, the 
* taxes are indeed very heavy, and if thoſe 
* laid on us by Government were the only 
© ones we had to pay, we might more ca- 
* ſily diſcharge them; but we have many 
* Others, and much more grievous to fore 

« of 
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* of us. We are taxed twice as much by our 
« 1dlenefs, three times as much by our pride, 
te and four times as much by our folly ; and 
ce from theſe taxes the commiſſioners can- 
ce not eaſe us by allowing any abatement.” ; 
Before any one exclaims againſt the taxes {Q 
impoſed by Government, he would do well l 

1 


to inform himſelf whether thoſe mentioned 
by honeſt Richard Saunders be not the real 
cauſe of his diſſatisfaction, 

We have heard much of planting the tree 
of liberty in this kingdom. The tree of 
liberty, directed and reſtrained in its growth, |} 
has long been planted in, or rather 1s the | 
natural produce of this iſland, has taken 
deep root in it, and has brought forth an 
abundance of noble and generous fruit; the 
wealth, the ſecurity, and the liberal and in- 
dependent ſpirit of individuals, together 
with the proſperity and the honourable eſ- 
timation of the community in which it has 


flouriſhed. What our Gallic neighbours re- 
3 commend to us under the above ſpecious 
8 title, is the wild uncultivated ſtock of li- 
| centiouſneſs ; the genuine produce of which 
[ is anarchy, rapine, murder, and every evil 
| | which can harraſs and diſtreſs human ſo- 
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To cheriſh and to protect the growth of 


this indigenous tree of liberty, this original 
Royal Oak of the ſoil, is the intention of this 


reſpectable meeting. And ] truſtwe all unite 


in an unaffected approbation of, and a firm 


determination to ſupport, even at the ex- 


pence of our lives and property, ſhould any 
unforeſeen emergency demand ſuch a ſacri- 
fice, that excellent form of Government, 
conſiſting of King, Lords, and Commons, 
as by law eftabliſhed, handed down to us by 
our forefathers; by which a well-regulated 


liberty, and a quiet poſſeſſion of our pro- 


perty is ſecured to us and to our poſterity, 


GOD SAVE THE KING, 


GENERAL 
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GENERAL REFLECTIONS, 


I T 1s now nearly twelve months ſince 
the preceding ſentiments were thrown to- 
gether; and it will inſtantly appear to the 
diſcerning reader that they partake of that 
univerſal concuſſion, which, at the time, 
ſhook to the very centre the whole iſland 
of Great Britain. The agitation was timely 
and falutary : for by the means of it were 
ſeparated from the general maſs and thrown 
into ſight a large quantiry of combuſtible 
materials, which, if they had been permit- 
ted to ferment in ſecret, and to communi- 
cate their impulſe, might in the end have 
occaſioned an exploſion, which would have 
torn aſunder and for ever diſſipated the ſur- 
rounding body of the community. The 
author of the foregoing ſpcech was, on the 
occalion, very forcibly affected indeed; 
and for the moment, forgetting that he was 
a miniſter of the Goſpel, conſidered him- 
{elf ſolely as a member of that ſociety, the 
very exiſtence of which was threatened by a 
combination of thoir, who, under he al- 

luring 
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luring pretence of the rights of the people, 
intended to demoliſh the ſubordination of 
ſociety, and to erect they did not know what 
in its place. He begs that the alarming 
criſis may be admitted as an apology for the 
warmth, unjuſtifiable perhaps, of ſome of 
the expreſſions he has adopted. Homo ſum 2 
bumani nihil a me alienum puto, That the 
whole ſyſtem of civil ſociety ſhould be 
thrown into confuſion ; that the peace and 
the comfort of thouſands, and of tens of 
thouſands ſhould be utterly deſtroyed, in 


order that half a dozen reaſon-crazed fa- 


naticks in religion, and an equal number of 
metaphyſic-mad theoriſts in politics might 
have an opportunity of putting into execu— 
tion and trying an experiment upon their 
viſtonary ſchemes, is ſurely too momentous 
a ſacrifice for the molt conſummate degree 
of pride and vanity to expect, That every 
work of the human miad is to a certain de- 
gree imperfect, and that forms of govern- 
ment, as well as the conſtructors of them, 
have their infancy, their youth, their man— 


hood, their old age, and their final diſſolu- 


tion, is equally evident, Nothing of human 


Invention is permanent and ee all 


is Progreſſive, ſtationary for a while, and 
then 
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then retrograde. This want of identity 
takes place in the moſt perfect of the efforts 
of frail mortality. Why then add to and 
increaſe this natural and neceſſary deterio- 
ration ? Why accelerate that termination 
which will inevitably take place in the ge- 
neral courſe of events. After the lapſe of a 
few centuries, the applauded government of 
Great Britain will exiſt only in the annals 
of the hiſtorian: and ſuture politicians will 
be ſtruck with aſtoniſhment, when they read 
that 1n the eighteenth century, a plan was 
laid, and intended to be put into execution, 
by a ſet of factious and diſcontented ſpirits, 
for the utter ſubverſion of this elegant, this 
well proportioned, this uſeful fabrick of 
human art and induſtry. 

Peace 1s no more; it has been ſucceeded 
by the horrors of war. But a ſtate of war 
is the natural ſtate of man. This ſtate 
commenced amongſt the ſons of Adam: Cain 
flew Abel. Wars and rumours of wars 


* And ye ſhall hear of wars and rumours of war: : 
fee that ye be not troubled; for all theſe things muſt com 
ta paſs, but the end is nit yet, For nation ſhall ri): 
againſt nation, and kingdom againſt kingd;m and ther: 
ſhall be famines, and poſtilences, and earthquakes, in dive 
places. All thefe are the beginning of ſorrows, Matthew 
xxiv. 6 » To 8. 
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will never ceaſe, ſo long as the progeny of 
a depraved parent ſhall exiſt upon the face 
of the earth. Whoever has read the hiſtory 
of any nation, needs not to be informed 
that civil commotions or external ſtruggles 
for ſaperiority, on account of ſome advan- 
tage, real or imaginary, are the chief ſub- 
jects v hich fill the hiltoric page. Why then 
cenſure the chief managers of the drama of a 


kingdom, for not having prevented the actors 


upon the ſtage from ſuſtaining thoſe re- 
ſpective characters, for which they were an- 
recedently adapted ; and which characters, 
even without the concurrence of, and in 
fome caſes, in direct oppoſition to the au- 
thority of their ſuperiors, they occaſionally 
aſſume for their own private gratification, 
Is it not more than probable that our being 
engaged in a foreign war has prevented a 


civil commotion within our own realm? And 


is not the war in which we at preſent bear 
a part, a war diſſimilar from any which ever 


before agitated the breaſts of mortal men? 
a war in defence of the principles of juſ- 
tice, of humanity, of honour, of religion? 


—a war in ſupport of the very exiſtence of 
civil ſociety ? a war worthy of the interpoſi- 
tion of Britons? Was the maxim of Cicero 


cvcr 


(244 ) 
ever more preciſely applicable,— Suſcipien- 
dum eſſe bellum, ut in pace fine injurid viva— 
tur? For are not the new fangled and un- 
founded notions of Liberty and Equality de- 
ſtructive of human ſociety itſelf, by allow- 
ing to the lower orders of the community 
the liberty to equalize mankind, by ſup- 
planting and degrading their ſuperiors, at 
their own ſupreme will and pleaſure ; and 
by ſo doing to produce a perpetual ſtate of 
revolution, a never ending ſcene of plunder, 
murder, and confuſion? And was not a 
concurrence in hoſtile meaſures avoided on 
our part, and the moſt ſcrupulous neutrality 
obſerved, till our allies were aſſailed without 
any previous offence given; and our own 
land menaced with devaſtation by a gang of 
lawleſs freebooters, who were endeavour- 
ing to overturn the peace of, and to ravage 
and to plunder all Europe? And is it not to 
be ſuppoſed that hat over-ruling power, 
without whoſe notice not even a ſparrow falls 
to the ground, and who is the God of all the 
kingdoms of the earth, 2 Kings xix. 15. 
either permits or occaſions theſe terrible 
ſcourges of the human race, wars, famines, 
peſtilences, earthquakes, for wiſe and good 


purpoſes, known only to himſelf; and 
which 


E 


which it is impoſſible for the deepeſt pene- 
tration of human intelligence to fathom? 
He alone perceives what is moſt conducive 
toa he real advantage of the ſons of men 
during their abode on earth, flecting as it 
is, and beſet with public calamities and 
private mtſeries. And it is the duty of thoſe, 
who bclieve that all things work together 
for the good of thoſe who love God; who 
are perſuaded that every momentous event 
in the courſe of human affairs, has a ten- 
dency, however remote and inviſible to 
mortal eyes, to the advancement of true 
religion amongſt men, and to the general 
and final advantage of his creatures, whilſt 
they inwardly deplore with as pungent a 
ſenlibility as thoſe, who are the moſt voci- 
ferous in their lamentations, and the moſt 
induſtrious in their invectives, the direful 
ravages of hoſtile operations; to partake of 
the bleſſings of peace with thankful hearts, 
and to be ready to ſupport the exigences 
of war, whether by perſonal ſervice or pe- 
cuniary contribution, without murmuring, 
and without reviling, thoſe ſhort-ſighted 
agents, who, unconſcious of the event of 
their own plans, conſtructed upon the moſt 
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approved maxims of human policy, are 
fulfilling the beneficent intentions of the 
Divine Providence, 

The union of Liberty and Equality 4s 
produced a ſcries of revolutions in France; 
and the fame principles would have the 
ſame effect in any other kingdom. In the 
circumvolution of a wheel on its axis, one 
point is always at the top of the circle, but 
the ſame point retains not its ſituation for 
more than an inſtant of time, and is con- 
tinually ſucceeded by other points, which 
advance to the ſummit in their turns. This 
has been preciſely the progreſs of affairs 
amongſt the French reformers. The firſt 
champions for Liberty and Equality, who 
probably flattered themſclves that they 
ſhould remain for ſome time at the ſummit 
of the wheel, when they had once arrived 
there, ſhortly gave place to their inferiors, 
and they as ſpeedily to theirs ; till at length 
one and taenty heads of the National Con- 
vention have been itruck off within the 
ſpace of half an hour, in order to make 
room for others impatient to teize the place 
of preeminence. The meaning then of 


Liberty and Equality is by facts demonſtrated 


o 


* 
to be as follows: All men are equal, and 
« are equally poſſeſſed of a right to cut off 
ce the heads of their ſuperiors, and theſe 
ce again ſhall in like manner be diſpatched, 
te jn order to be ſucceeded by others, ad 
ce infinitum !” Sic tranſit gloria mundi 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


IT may be neceſſary to inform the gene- 
ral reader, that Nettleham is a pleaſant village, 
ſituated at about the diltance of two miles 
from the city of Lincoln, containing between 
ſeventy and etghty families, and ſomething 
more than two hundred and ſixty inhabitants. 
Theſe are ſeveral of them reſpectable farm- 
ers, and poſſeſſed of landed property: the 
remaining part are day-labourers, a few 
ſmall tradeſmen and mechanicks. The 
church 1s anear, ſpacious, and elegant Gothic 
ſtructure, The author of the following 
Epiſtle is the eſtabliſhed miniſter of the 
pariſh, and does the duty of the church re- 
gularly at a ſtated hour every Sunday. 

Flad he becn the ſole diſpenſer of Goſpel 
truths to his pariſhoners, he would probably 
have been frecd from much trouble and un- 
caſineſs, and the ſubſequent pages would 
never have ſcen the light; but he has been 
aſſilled in the <iſcbarge of his miniſterial 
functions, for the moll part, on every 

5 08-4 Lord's 
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Lord's day, by two preaching mechanicks, 
or day-labourers: and in addition to theſe 
inſtructions to be had at home, not a few 
of his flock have wandered to Lincoln, 
that they might have an opportunity of im- 
bibing information from the mouth of 
ſome ſpiritual Quixotte, reſident or itine- 
rant. From the different teneis and jarr- 
ing perſuaſions of fo many teachers, what 
could be expected, except what followed, 
confuſion, and no very favourable opinion 
of the eſtabliſhed miniſter. 

The foot hath ſaid in his heart, there is no 
God, And he was not a very wiſe man 
who aſſerted, that religion is a compoſition 
of policy and prieſtcraft, invented by de- 
ſigning men, in order to reduce the lower 
orders of ſociety to a peaceable ſobmiſſion, 
and a quiet ſubſerviency to the will of their 
governors. That religion, in that pure and 
unadulterated ſtate in which it proceeded 
from the Deity, has a natural tendency, an- 
tecedently to any human agency or Inter- 
ference, to produce peace amongſt men, by 
moderating their ſelfiſh deſires, and reſtrain- 
ing their iraſcible paſſions, and by implant- 
ing in their breaſts an unlimited good 


will, and a friendly diſpoſition towards all 
their 


WY 


their fellow. creatures, is a ſac ed truth, 
confirmed as well by the word of God, as 
by the concurring experience of all thoſe 
who are wiſe enough to ſubmit to its pre— 
cepts. Her ways are, indecd, ways of plea 


ſantneſs, aud all ber paths are peace. Where— 


as the more relig ion is corrupted by the per- 
verſe interpretations, and debaſed by an 
accommodation to the wayward prejudices 
and the malignant propenſities of mankind, 
the leſs it becomes qualified to attain the 
end for which it was originally intended 
and in too many inſtances, inſtead of being 
the author of harmony and love, 1s cone 
verted into an inſtrument of diſſenſion and 
ſtrife, of war and bloodihed. Hence it 
happens, that falſe ſyſtems of religion, 
founded upon the ignorance and the pre- 
ſumption of thoſe who profeſs and propa- 
gate them, eſpecially if more than one of 
this complexion prevail in any ſociety, 
whether ſmall or large, are almoſt univer- 
ſally found to occatiun private animoſity 
and public diſcord. 

With regard to the contentious ſpirit of 
ſectaries in a ſmall community, the author 
can ſpeak from facts, which have taken place 
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in the pariſh of Nettleham; in which theſe 
violent advocates, for what they ſuppoſe to 
be the truth, have cauſed many private quar- 
rels, and much public altercation, tog-ther 
with a plentiful abuſe of the eſtabliſhed mi- 
niſter of the Goſpel. He does not perceive 
that either the morals or the manners of 
thoſe who diſſent from the Church, are in 
the leaſt amended by their ſuperior degree 
of knowledge. Amongſt the ſeveral cham- 
pions for their own paiticular tenets, none 
have been more induſtrious in making con- 
verts than the Antinomians, who aſſert that 
good works are not eſſentially neceſſary to 
falvation; and who unite the principles 
of ſedition with the doctrines of, what 
they are pleaſed to denominate, the only 
true ſyſtem of Chriſtianity, By the active 
zeal of theſe were introduced into the pariſh 
Antinomian tracts and ſeditious pamphlets, 
particularly Paine's Rights of Man. No 
ſmall trouble was taken to recoramend theſe 
two extraordinary religious and political 
hereſies to the attention of the inhabitants; 
and there 13 reaſon to ſutpect, with ſome 

degree of ſucceſs. 
As ſoon as theſe unpleaſant circumſtances 
came to the knowledge of the author, he 
thought 


* 
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thought it his duty to endeavour to coun- 
teract, as much as poſiible, the pernicious 
effects of the above falſe opinions. With 
this view he ſclected the ſubjects of his diſ- 
courſcs: and whenever a proper opportu- 
nity preſented itſelf, he enlarged upon the 
neceſſity of obedience to all God's com- 
mandments, and recommended a pezceable 
ſubmiſſion to lawful authority. Theſe his 
well meant endeavours had a very different 
effect from what he hoped and expected. 
Inſtead of convincing, they irritated the 
gainſayers: inſtead of perſuading them to 
recede from their opinions, they cauſed them 
to adhere to them with a more determined 
pertinacity; and drew down the ill-will, 
and in ſome inſtances, the perſonal abule of 
thoſe whom they were intended to direct 
and to lead into the paths of truth and 
righteouſneſs. 

einding his efforts from the pulpit inef- 
fectual, he determined with himſelf to ad- 
dreſs his ſentiments from the preſs to the 
chief convert to Antinomi aiim reſident in 
Nettleham, and the moſt zealous promoter 
of its doctrines amongſt his neighbours; 

| | 
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matters might be brought to ſome ſort of 
an iſſue between him and his opponents. 
With this view he compoſed the following 
Epiſtle ; which, for reaſons not neceſſary to 
be enumerated, did not appear in print till 
the September after it was written, 


LETTER 


48 Bly 
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L E T ITI E R 


Lincoln, June 5, 1793. 


SIR, 
HEN laſt I ſa you at Nettleham, 


at a meeting of the inhabitants 

called together for the purpoſe of ſettling 
the pariſh accounts, now about a fortnight 
ago, you told me, in the hearing of the 
company, that © you had deſerted the 
© church, becaule I do not preach the Goſ- 
te pel, and that the perſon you now hear is 
© a preacher of the Goſpel.” If this charge 
againſt me were as well founded, as 1t was 
confidently affirmed, it would be a very 
heavy one indeed, and one that I ſhould 
have ſeverely to anſwer for on the great 
day. But before you, or any other of my 
pariſhioners take upon you to decide whether 
I preac! 
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J preach the Goſpel or not, I would adviſe 
you to attend to my diſcourſes for a whole 
ig together; and not only to hear what I 
ſay, but worcover to 1equce [1 actice the du- 
Rig” recommend. When you ſh il havedore 
this, you will be much better qualified to 
judge of the ſoundneſs of my doCtrines. JF 
any man wiil do Dis wil, he ſhall knew of 
the defirine, whether it be of God, or to det ber 
T ſpeak of mvjc!f. John vii. 17. As the 
Scriptures give the beſt directions for a 
good life, ſo a good lite is the beſt comment 
upon the Sciiptures. He who, with a ſin- 
cere intention, and according to the beſt 
information he can. procure, makes the 
ſacred writings the rule of his conduct, will 
ſeldom be at a lo!s to comprehend the 
meaning of them: and whenever he meets 
with any difficulties, which he cannot ſur- 
mount, or any obſcurities which he cannot 
ex;.lain, ! atigfied with and rendered happy by 
the practical eſſicacy of what he does under- 
wy he preſumes not to be wiſe above 
hat is written; he wreſts not the Scripture 
to his own preconceived opinions, but 
without coluctince acquieſces in that de- 
gree of 1gnorunce which he has not the 
means to avoid. 


The 
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The tree is acknowledged to be truly 
valuable, not from the beauty or the mul- 
titude of its leaves, but on account of the 
uſefulneſs and the abundance of its fruit. 
The man is known to be what he ought to 
be, not by his words only, be they ever ſo 
pure, ever fo religious, but by his practical 
virtues and Chriſtian graces. Though he 


ſpeak with the tengues of men and of angels, 


and have not charity, he is become as ſounding 
braſs or @ tinkling cymbal, And though be 
bave the gift of propneey, and underſtand all 
myſteries, and all knewſi:tge; and though be 
have all faith, ſo that he could remove moun= 
tains, aud have not charity, ve is nothing, 
1 Cor. xiii. 1. He may be poſſeſſed of the 
form of godlineſs, but he 1s an utter ſtranger 
to the power of it. A man may, by re- 
eated groaning and conſtant affectation, 
bring his appearance to be that of a death's 
head upon a mop-ltick ; he may make his 
vilage {till more lamentable by the addition 
of a ſlouched hat and lank hair; he may 
ever be upon the cant and whine; he may 
be able to ſh ing together texts of ſcripture 
upon any given ſubject with as much ex- 
Pedition as he can count his fingers; he 
may, upon the molt trivial occallons, have 
the 


( 49 ) 
the ſacred name of Jeſus Chriſt upon his 


tongue's end; he may conſtantly introduce 
religious ſubjects into converſation, and be 
ready to figlit with every one, who does not 
think as he does, and ſtill be very tar from 
being actuated by the true and genuine ſpi- 
rit of the mild and merciful jeſus. Bebeld, 
my ſervant, whom 1 have cheſen; my beloved, 
in whom my ſoul is well pleaſed : I will put 
my ſpirit upon him, and he focll ſoc tv judges 
ment to the Gentiles, Ie ſail not ſtrive nor 
cry, neither ſhall any man hear his voice in 
the ſtreets. Matth. xi. 18. Not every one 
that ſaith unto me, Lord, Lord, ſball enter 
into the kingdom of heaven: but he that doeth 
the wil: of my Father which is in heaven, 
Matth. vii. 21. The Chriſtian religion does 
not conſiſt in faith only, but in works alſo; 
not in an affected garb and outſide formality, 
in violent words and zealous expreſſions, 
but in the orcament of a meek and quiet 
ſpirit, in keeping a conſcience void of of- 
fence towards God and towards man, I/ho. 
is wiſe and endued with knowledge among vou? 
let him juew out ef a good converſation his 
works with meckne/s of wiſdom, James iii. 
13. As the real cxiſtence of a man's faith 
is ſhewn by his works; James ii. 18, 26. 

80 
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ſo the genuine excellence of any precepts 
cannot be better aſcertained than by the ef- 
fects they produce upon the lives and man- 
ners of thoſe who make them the rule of 
their actions. Could you, who think and 
ſpeak ill of me, be once induced to lay aſide 
your own ſelf-ſufficiency, and ſubmit to be 
led to the waTERS OF COMFORT by your 
eſtabliſhed paſtor for the ſpace of rwelve 
months, you would probably, at the termi- 
nation of them, be far wiſer and better men, 
better neighbours, and better Chriſtians ; 
and would be much more charitably diſ- 

poſed towards me than at preſent you are, 
But as the matter now is; whilſt one of 
you is of Paul, another of Apollos, another 
of Cephas, and another of Chriſt; whilſt 
you are running after every pretender to 
religious information, each adhering with a 
determined obſtinacy to the opinions ſug- 
geſted by his new guide, and endeavouring 
with all his might to compel others to come 
into the notions he himſelf has adopted 
when you meet together, whatever may be 
the occaſion, you generally quarrel before 
you part concerning your religious tenets 2 
and at the time you perſuade yourlelves 
that you are reſpectively employed in con- 
verting 
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verting others to the TRUE FAITH, you are 
effectually deſtroying that crariTy in your 
own breaſt and in that of your neighbour, 
without which all your pretenſions to a ſu— 
perior knowledge, and a belief of the truth 
as it is in Jeſus, is an empty boaſt and a 
ridiculous folly. When you vouchſafe to 
attend the divine fervice at your patiſh 
church on a Sunday, you come charged 
with the ſame ſpirit ot ſelt- conccit and cap- 
tiouſneſs. You do not enter the houſe of 
God, as you ought to do, with humility 
and ſelf- abaſement, with a hearty deſire to 
pray, and to be inſtructed in ſaving truths 
by hearing the word of God read and preached 
to you; but you come full of your own 
prejudices and prepoſſeſſions: and if you do 
not hear there what your reſpecti ve teachers 
have aſſerted to be the Goſpel; and it is 
impoſlible for any one man, were he ever 
ſo willing, to accommodate his notions to 
the diſcordant maxims of all your inftruc- 
tors; you remain in the houic of prayer 
with diſguſt and diſike; you leave it 
vexed and diſappointed, and probably em- 
ploy the remaining part of the Lord's day 
in making ill-natured remarks upon what 
THE PARSON SAID, and in reviling him, be- 

cauſe 
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cauſe he does not think as you have been 
taught to think. Now in this that I declare 
#nto you, to adopt the language of the 
Apoſtle upon a ſimilar occaſion, I praiſe 
yen not, that ye come together, not for the 
better, but for the worſe, 1 Cor, xi. 17. 


And he who: attends the divine ſervice in 


publick, with no other intention but the 
malicious one of finding fault with his 
teacher, had much better ſay his prayers at 
home in private, and make “ that moſt 
ce excellent gift of charity, the very bond 
« of peace, and of all virtue, without 
« which whoſocver liveth is counted dead 
ce before God,“ the main object of his pe- 
titions to the throne of mercy. 

Having thus far addreſſed myſelf to thoſe 
only of my pariſhioners who cenſure me 
becauſe they are not ſatisfied with the ge- 
neral tenor of my diſcourſes; the number 
of whom, I have the plealure to know, is 
very ſmall, when compared with that of 
thoſe whoſe good opinion I have the hap- 
pineſs to poſſeſs; but of whom I look upon 
you as the molt violent, and a vrofeffor of 
the moſt dangerous principles; I now beg 
the attention of both my friends and enc- 
mies to the following facts and reſlections. 


Lou 
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You muſt recollect, that on a Sunday, 
about two months ago, m the church porch, 
you aſſerted, in like manner, before the ma- 
Jor part of the neighbours then and there 
aſſembled, that © good works are not eſ- 
ce ſentially neceſſary to ſalvation,” TI be- 
lieve theſe were your very words. I will 
add two other circumſtances of a ſimilar 
nature; the former of which occurred to 
me, and the latter is the ſubject of common 
converſation at Lincoin, 

One Sunday laſt winter, as I was riding 
home from Nettleham, after having done 
the duty of the church there, I met a pa- 
riſhioner of mine, a weaver, on his return 
from Lincoln, probably brimful of the pre- 
cious doctrines he had recently imbibed at 
a ſhop of profaneneſs there eſtabliſhed. 
Not having for ſome months paſt feen him 
at his pariſh church, and having been in- 
formed that he led a very wicked life in 
many reſpects, I thought ſhould not act 
improperly if I inquired the reafon of his 
abſence. Addrefling the man by his name, 
ſays I, to the beſt of my recollection, © You 
© never come to the church.” 

« Oh, no, Sir, I'm what's called an A- 

* TINOMIAN. 
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* TIN OMIAN. I know 1t's an ABSCONDED 
cc pLASPHEMY NAME.” 

« Well, but whatever be your name or 
ce religious perſuaſion, you muſt believe 
ce that you ought to lead a good life: and I 
« underſtand you are guilty of a many very 
« bad things, ſuch as frequent drunkenneſs, 
tc abſenting yourſelf from your wife and fa- 
ce mily by the week together.” 

« Oh, Sir,” replies the man archly, “ we 
© PONT STAND MUCH UPON WORKS.” 

The day being cold, I could not remain 
long enough upon the road to attempt to 
convince him that it is neceſſiry to practiſe 
the ſeveral duties recommended in the Goſ- 
pel, as well as to believe its doctrines, if 
we wiſh to be indeed the diſciples of Jeſus 
Chriſt; who did no fin, neither was guile 
found in his mouth; who exhibi:ed to his 
followers, in his own conduct, the moſt 
conſummate example of every moral excel- 
lence, of every practical virtue. This man 
has occaſionally, ſince the above declaration, 
attended the ſervice of the church: but, 
he being ſeated exactly oppoſite to me, I 
cannot help obſerving that, whenever I am 
inculcating upon my heœarers the neceſſity 


of a good life, he ſeems not to reſt eaſy 


upon 
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upon his ſeat; and by ſeveral antick tricks, 
ſuch as hiding his face with his hands, or 
popping his head below the deſk, he ma- 
nifeſts his diſapprobation of my ſentiments, 

The other circumſtance I allude to is this. 
A certain barber was in the act of ſhaving 
a very reſpectable clergyman at Lincoln, at 
the time when the populace was returning 
from a view of the execution of a murderer 
on the gallows, at the north-weſt corner of 
the caſtle. | 

« Jis a great pity,” ſays the operator in 
ſoap-ſuds, © that the man ſhould have been 
« hanged.” 

c Why ſo?” ſays the miniſter of the 
Goſpel, © he was clearly convicted of the 
© murder with which he was charged.“ 

« I ajlow that,” ſays the jeſuitical tonſor, 
with his raſor ſuſpended ; *“ but he is not 
ce therefore criminal.” And in order to 
make good his bold aſſeveration, he adds, 
« Why now, Sir,” beginning to ſcrape again, 
ce IFI WERE TOCUT YOUR THROAT I SHOULD 
« BE GUILTY OF NO CRIME,” The clergy- 


man, as might be ſuppoſed, immediately 


diſmiſſed his paradoxical ſhaver, and never 


again permitted him to apply an edged tool 


to the ſurface of his viſage, leſt he ſhould, 
at 


aa ſha do. 1 Fi a, 


1 


at any time, by an irreſiſtible impulſe, be 
urged to make a deeper impreſſion. 

I have ſubjoined the converſation I had 
with the labourer in hemp and flax, together 
with the extraordinary poſition of the caſu- 
iſtical chin-ſcraper, becauſe they ſeem to 
have imbibed, from whatever fource, the 
ſame principles with yourſelf, that © good 
« works are not eſſentially neceſſary to ſal- 


ec vation: or, in other words, that a 


tc man may commit every ſpecies of the moſt 
ce atrocious wickedneſs, tuch as murder, 
ce adultery, robbery, &c. and ſtill be liable 


© to no imputation of guilt:“ or, which is 


the ſame thing, © may ſtill be in a ſtate 
c of ſalvation.” For as, in reaſon, where 
no law is, there is no tranſgrefſion ; ſo, in 
Juſtice, where no guilt is, there can be no 
puniſhment, Whether the weaver be a diſ- 
ciple of yours, or the barber your Goſpel 
teacher, I take not upon me abſolutely to 
determine. 

Now, Sir, as you alſo hinted at the meet- 
Ing alluded to in the beginning of this epiſtle, 
that you were perſuaded in your own mind, 
not only that the principles you had em- 
braced for your future conduct in life were 
in themſelves true, but alſo that you had a 

right 
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right to propagate them amongit your 
neighbours; I think it my duty, as your 
appointed inſtructor, as well as that of the 
inhabitants of Nettlcham, with whom you 
frequently converſe, to tell you in plain 
terms, that I look upon the doctrines ad- 
vanced by you, by the weaver, and. by the 
barber, as above related, if reduced to 
practice, to be in direct oppoſition to and 
deſtructive of ALL RELIGION NATURAL AND 
REVEALED, as well as ſubverſive of civil 
SOCIETY AND ALL GOOD GOVERNMENT, 
As you have already written to me one let- 
ter, if not more than one, upon the ſubject 
of religion, I ſhall be obliged to you if you 
will favour ine with ili]l another; in which 
you will have the goodneſs to acquaint me 
upon what grounds you aſſert that © good 
© works are not eſſentially neceſſary to ſal- 
cc yation:” what you mean by the words, 
« good works; what by, © eifentially ne- 
ce ceſlary;”” and what by, “ faivation.” 
When you ſhall have deliberated upon the 
matter alone, you may, if you think pro- 
per, conſult your Goſpel teacher or teachers 
at Lincoln, whether one or three be the 
number of them; for I am not afraid to 


encounter a triple-headed monſter, directed 
| and 
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and encouraged by your ſkill, in the defence 
of what I believe to be the truth; and in 
oppoſition to tenets, which muſt bring both 
thoſe who propagate and thoſe who adopt 
them, if they be influenced by them in the 
regulation of their manners, to inevitable. 
deſtruction of both ſoul and body in hell, 
I am, Sir, with the moſt ſenſible concern 
for your eternal welfare, 


Your ſincere friend and well-wiſher, 
WILLIAM HETT, 


Min iſter of the Gi/pel at Nettlehbam. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE following diſcourſe, having been 
announced by a note affixed to the church 
door on the preceding Sunday, was nu— 
merouſly attended. Amongſt the hearers, 
as might be expected, was the author's ad- 
verſary in the pariſh of Nettleham ; who 
was ſeated upon the loft directly oppoſite 
to the reading deſk, When the pſalm 
vas to be given out, he thought proper 10 
far to ſtep out of his own ſphere as to 
take this buſineſs upon himſelf, that he 
ight have an opportuniry of inſulting the 
author: and this he did moſt decidedly, by 
thundering out the firſt verſes of the thirty- 
firſt pſalm, in ſo pointed and offenſive a 
manner, that ſeveral of the ſtrangers who 
were preſcnt, after the ſervice was ended, 
cried ſhame of his rude and unmannerly be- 
haviour ; and could not help acknowledg= 
ing, that his conduct was little leſs than an 
aſſault upon the miniſter in the houſe of 
God, and whilſt he was employed in the 
diſcharge of his ſacred office. 
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Heb. xi11. 9. Be not carried away with 
divers and ſtrange aofrines. 


HAVE taken the liberty to requeſt your 

more particular attendance on this day» 
that I might have an opportunity to lay be- 
fore you a matter which I have very much 
at heart, and which has occaſioned to me 
at different times no ſmall degree of 
uneaſineſs; I mean, the diſſenſion and 
ſtrife, the divers and ſtrange doctrines, 
which have for ſome time been gaining 
ground amongſt you. Now, I beſeech you, 
brethren, mark them which cauſe divi- 
fions and offences, contrary to the dofirine 
Thich ye have learned, and avoid them. 
Rom. xvi. 17. This is the advice of the 
apoſtle to his Roman converts; and I am 
perſuaded that it never could be addreſſed 
more ſeaſonably than at this time to moſt of 
the eſtabliſhed congregations of this King- 
dom. It appears to be the buſineſs, the 
whole ſtudy and delight of too many 
amongſt us, who have aſſumed the title 
of diſciples of the bleſſed Jeſus, em- 
phatically the meſſenger of peace on 


earth and good will cowards men, and who 
have 
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have taken upon themſelves the ſacred of- 


fice of miniſters of the Goſpel of peace, to 


raiſe up offeaces, and to cauſe diviſions 
in the church of Chriſt; to unfix the 
principles of the unwary, and to draw 
them aſide from, and to induce them to 
diſavow the perſuaſions in which they 
were educated. Not contented with being 
permitted to think for themſelves in re- 
ligious concerns ; not ſatisfied with framing 
for their own belief and conduct 1n life 
a ſyſtem of opinions as abſurd, as con- 
tradictory to reaſon and the word of God 
as they think proper; they ſeem not to 
reſt in peace, unleſs they have been able to 
cauſe ſome others to fall from their ſted- 
faſtneſs; unleſs, by the exertion of every 
ſpecies of artifice, they have ſo far prevailed, 
as to influence others to be of the fame 
opinion with themſelves, Hence that nu- 
merous tribe of ſelf-commiſſioned teachers, 
who, impelled by a high opinion of their 
own abilities, fancy themſelves qualified 
for the inſtruction of others in the mo- 
mentous truths of the Goſpel, With men 
of this deſcription, as I have almoſt uni- 
verſally diſcovered, the firſt ſtep 1s, to ac- 
quaint thoſe who are incautious enough to 

C 4 liſten 


| 
| 
| 
| 


63 360 


liſten to their ſuggeſtions, that the tenets, 
which they at 1 embrace, are falſe 
and erroneous; nd that the teacher, who 
inculcates them, is a miſinformed man, and 
not worthy of attention. They then ex- 
tol their own opinions, and confidently 
aſſert, that they are the enlightened, the 
faithful; arid that all who receive and are 
gvided by their doctrines, will not, cannot 
fail of atiair ning everlaſting ſalvation, Thus 
do they, like the Scribes and Phariſces of 
old, compa/s ſea and land lo make one pro- 
felyte : and when he is made, they make bin 
twofold more lhe child of hell than themſelves. 
Matt. xxiii. 15. They infuſe into him, if 
pottiole, a double portion of contentious 
principles, and of a determined oppoſition 
to the eſtabliſhed ſyſtem of religion. From 
this latent caute it is, that many a conſcien- 
tious miniſter of the Goſpel, according to 
the articles of faith and the forms preſcribed 
by the church of England, finds himſelf 
evil thought of and evil ſpoken of by thoſe, 
at whoſe hands he has merited no ſuch 
treatment; and whom he has endeavoured 
to inſtruct, to the beſt of his abilities, in the 

ſaving truths of the Go! Pol. 
To think for one's {elf is one thi ng: to 
Endeavour 
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endeayour with all one's might to ina ce 
others to adopt our opinion is another 
thing: and to traduce and viliſy thoſe, 
whoſe ſentiments are different from ours, is 
a thing totally different from either. 

To form an opinion, by the exerciſe of 
one's own reaſon upon different ſubjects, 
and by the dedudion of conlequerces from 
dur own experience, is one of the nobleſt 
privileges of humanity.; and that from 
which are deduced the ſeveral improve- 
ments in the arts and the ſciences : the arts, 

which ſerve to ſupply the neceſſities, to in- 
creaſe the comforts, and to embellim the 
ornaments of life; the ſciences, whoſe 
province it is to inveſtigate, to explain, 
and to apply the elements "of know edge t 22 
the improvement of the arts. Theſe are 
the primary objects of human contempla- 
tion; and happy the man who employs the 
powers of his body and his mind to pur= 
poſes of ſo profitable, ſo exalted a nature, 
But few amongſt the common mais of inan- 
kind are forntthed with faculties capable of 
adding any thing to the reccived ſtock of 
knowledge, or even of comprehending the 
various and numerous truths alrea „ eſta- 
bliſhed by the ſtudious of preceding ages. 
C4 And 
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And how many more are there, in addi. 


tion to theſe, who, bring obliged to earn 


their daily bread by the ſweat of their 
brow, are effectually precluded from any 
great degree of exerciſe of the mental 
powers; and who, therefore, muſt of ne- 
ceſſiiy ſubmit to be inſtructed in the far 


greater part of uſeful and neceſſary truth 


by the intervention of their ſuperiors in 
wiſdom. This ever has been, and ever 
will be the caſe, as long as the preſent 
ſtate of imperfection endures. There ever 
will exiſt thoſe, and they by far the more 
numerous claſs of the human ſpecies, 
who, being incapable of informing them- 
{elves in truths neceſſary to enſure ſucceſs, 
whether in temporal or ſpiritual concerns, 
muſt depend upon the more penetrating 
abilities and higher attainments of other 
men for their knowiedge in the conduct cf 
life. And in molt caſes of moment, there 
are very few of us, who would not find 
his account in conſulting thoſe who ex- 
cell him in wifdom and experience, and in 
following their advice, It you, who now 
hear me, will only take the trouble to look 
back upon the ſeveral miſcarriages of your 
paſt lives, you will find, that the mol! 

pernicious 
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pernicious and the moſt diſtreſſing you have 


ever fallen into, may be attributed to your 


having placed an undue confidence in your 
own opinion, and having neglected or de- 


ſpiſed the information to be derived from 


thoſe who underilood the matter in queſ- 
tion much better than yourſelves. To be 
ignorant is no diſgrace: to aſk advice is 
no diſparagement: to do this in cales of 
difficulty and importance, and to act ac- 
cording to it, is a very ſtrong proof of a 
ſuperior ſhare of diſcernment, On the 
contrary, to be uninformed, ſelf-conceited, 
and perverſely bigotted to opinions taken 
up at random, is a palpable inſtance of 
egregious folly. 

Whatever knowledge we may have ac- 
quired, whether by our own ſagacity, or 
from the information of others, there are 
few caſes in which we are juſtifiable in ob- 
truding it upon our companions unaſked ; 
and endeavouring, whether.they will or no, 
to bring them over to our own way of 
thinking. Every other perſon has an equal 
claim to exert his own judgment and to aft 
according to it; and therefore we are aſ- 
ſuming a province which does not belong 
to us, when we take upon ourſelves the 
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office of a dictator in circumſtances in 
which we have no antecedent right to inte- 
fere. I will mention a few inſtances, in 
which with propriety and with ſome degre: 
of authority, advice may be given, an! 
ought at the leaſt to be liſtened to with at- 
tention, A father has undoubtedly the 
privilege of adviſing his child, and of de- 
minding obedience to his injunctions, till 
ſuch time as the child arrive at years of diſ- 
cretion. A maſter may give inſtructions to 
his ſervant in all matters in themſelves jull 
and reaſonable, and expect rhem to be exe. 
cuted. He may ſay to this man, Go, and he 
goeth; to another, Come, and he cometh ; 
and to his ſervant, Do this, and he doeth it. 
A miniſter of the Goſpel may, both in pub- 
lick and in private, ſuggeſt to the congre- 
gation committed to his care, the various 
motives to a holy and religious lite for the 
following reaſons : he has been particularly 
educated for that purpoſe; he devotes a 
great part of his time to the ſtudy of the 
ſacred writings, in order {till further to 
qualify himſelf for the faithful diſcharge of 
ſo momentous an employment; he has ſo- 
lemnly taken upon himſelf the office of 
preaching the Golpe}, the illuſtrating and 

enforcing 
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bh enforcing of divine truths for the converſion 
' and falvation of finners. Being thoroughiy 
n * perſuaded in his own mind of the truth of 
88 his doctrines, and endeavouring, as far as 
1 the infirmity of human nature will ad- 
t- mit, to tranſcribe them in the conduct of 

his life, it is his buſineſs To prench the weird ; 
Bo io be inſtant in ſeaſon aid cut of ſcaſon; to 
110 reprove, to rebube, to exbert with all long 
{- ſuffering and deltrine. For the time will come 
to when they will not endure found doctrine; but 
ſt after their own luſts fool] they Heap to them- 
8 ſelves teachers, having itching ears; and they 
Ne Gall turn away their ears from the truth and 
1 be turned unto fables. 2 Tim. iv. 2. And the 
it. time is now come when they will not en— 
O- dure ſound doctrine; when they cannot 
e- ſubmit to the old faſhioned terms of ac- 
Us ceptance, repentance from dead works, 
1e faith in a cruciicd Saviour, and obedience 
I to all God's commandments, but after their 
a own whims and fancies, after their own 
ne vicious inclinations, they fur up and follow 
to n variety of teachers; their ears itching 
of after new fangled ſyſtems of religion, leſs 
o- difficult and leſs troubleſome to fleſh and 
of blood, than that to which they have been 
nd accuſtomed from their childhood. Thus 


ng do 
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do they turn away their ears from the ſa- 
cred truihs of the divine word, and are 
turned unto the groundleſs fables of igno- 
rant and deſigning men, who creep into 
bouſes and lead captive filly women, laden 
with fins, led away with divers luſts. 2 Jim. 
iii. 6. Little do theſe men conſider the 
weighty charge of preaching the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, or they would be very cautious how 
they engaged in it. To a reflefting mind 
the ſalvation of ſouls is the molt important 
of all human undertakings; to be purſued 
with earneſtneſs and care when entered 
upon; not to be commenced from a 
principle of vanity or ſelf- intereſt, but with 
a due preparation and with a deep ſenſe of 
the difficulty and the conſequence of the 
enterprize. When a private Chriſtian 
ſtudies the ſacred writings for the informa- 
tion of himſelf with humility and prayer, 
he will ſeldom miſapprehend their mean— 
ing in matters of practical concern and of 
univerſal obligation: and as long as he 
confines his inquiries to theſe points, he may 
benefit himſelf, and by imparting the re— 
ſult of his holy meditations, may edify 
others alſo. But when once men of com- 


mon abilities and little or no learning, neg- 
lecting 
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leting or perhaps thinking below their 
notice the plain and humble duties cf the 
Chriſtian life, begin to attempt to inveſti- 
gate and to explain the deep things of God, 
which is generally the ſole object of their 
ambition, they not only bewilder them- 
ſelves, but allo lead aſtray thoſe who place 
a confidence in their reſearches. And 
thus do they become accountable for their 
own fins of pride and preſumption, as. 
well as for the ſins of thoſe who are ſimple 
enough to regulate their conduct by their 
falſe interpretation of the Scripture. But 
does not St. Peter ſay, that we are to be 
ready always to give to every man that 
aſketh us a reaſon of the hope that is in us, 
with meekneſs and fear, 1 Pet. iii. 15, He 
does indeed ſay, that we are to give this 
reaſon 7o every one that aſketh us ; but this 


reſtriction rather implies that, if no one 


alk us a reaſon, unleſs by our ſacred office 
we are in duty bound to do otherwiſe, we 
ought to keep it to ourſelves, And when, 
at the requeſt of another, we give this 
reaſon, we are even then to do ſo with 
meekneſs and fear; with a degree of mild- 
nels in our words and gentleneſs in 
our manner, and a concern leſt we our- 

ſclves 
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ſelves ſhould be miſinformed and lead 
others aſtray. And 1s 1t not permitted 
by the legiſlature, that every individual, 
however illiterate or unſkilful in the fa- 
cred Scriptures he may be, may aſſume 
to himſelf the office of an expounder of 
the Goſpel? This indulgence is indeed al- 
lowed, and in ſome caſes perhaps to the 
advantage of the | cauſe of Chriſtianity; 
but I fear, from what has come under 
my knowledge ſince I have been a mi- 
niſter of the Gofpel, in many more to 
the deſtruction of the immortal fouls of 
men. 

The laſt circumſtance alluded to is the 
impropriety of ipeaking ill of thofe who 
differ from us in opinion, For one man 
to entertain notions different from another 
upon one and the {ame ſubject is no reflec- 
tion eithe: UpU iis abilities or his honeſty, 
As long as men are ſubject to the bias 
of natural conſtitution, and to the preju- 
dices of a particular mode of education, 
they will ſee things in different lights, and 
entertain various ideas relative to the ſame 
object; and no harm ariſes to ſociety from 
this diverſity of ſentiment, provided it take 
Place in matters of an indifferent nature, in 

wich 
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which the beſt intereſts of mankind, the 
ſacred dictates of religion and morality are 
not concerned; and provided that men are 
not ſo perverſcly attached to their own opi- 
nions, as to endeavour, by every means in 
their power, to make every individual they 
Converſe with a proſelyte to their own 
ſyitem of tenets; and by fo doing, to diſ- 
turb the peace and good order of the com- 
munity, and to deltroy that charity in their 
own breaſt and in that of their neighbour, 
which is the crown and perfection of all re- 
gion. When evil-minded and miſguided 
men take advantage of the valuable privi- 
lege of thinking for themſelves, and being 
ee to propagate their i and 
under the ſanction of it, broach doctrines 
and diſſeminate Principles, which are not 


only in direct oppofition to the precepts of 


the Goſpel, but alſo to the practice of our 
bicfied aer of his Apoſtles, and of the 
Primitive Chriſtians; which undermine 
the very pillars of ſociety, juſt dealing and 
a mutual confidence in each other; ſurely 
men of this dangerous character demand 
no complaifance at our hands; as their 
hand is againſt every man, ſo every man's 
hand may juſtly be againſt them, if not in 

a hoſtile 
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a hoſtile way, yet in the way of ſelf de- 
fence. And if thele perverſe teachers will 
not hear reaſon, which ſelf- conceited igno- 
rance will ſeldom attend to; then to expoſe 
them to the contempt of others, as they ap- 
pear, by embracing and propagating doc- 
trines contrary to the common ſenſe and 
received opinions of the community in 
which they reſide, to hold them and their | 
 Jentiments | in deriſion, will not fail, in time, 
if not to convince their underſtanding, at 


leaſt to cover them with ſhame and e ] 
ſion, when they perceive the deteſtation | * 
in which their principles are held by thoſe a 
amongſt whom they muſt live, and whoſe , 
good opinion and good word they naturally 0 
wiſh to acquire, To ſpeak ill of others, , 
and to endeavour to draw down upon them c 
the unfavourable opinion of mankind, be- = 
cauſe they may happen to differ from us re- = 
lative to matters of no momenr, and in an 
which the intereſts of true religion, and the “ 
peace and good order of ſociety is in no of 
degree concerned; and to do ſo, even in ae 
the preceding dangerous caſes, before the of 
uſe of rational argument and mild perſua= | » 
ſion has been adopted and applied without 4 
producing the intended effect, is a proof 5 : 
of 
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of a contracted, a haughty, and an un- 
feeling heart; and is in direct oppoſition 
to the whole ſpirit and tenor of the Goſpel, 
which throughout breathes nothing but 
love, gentleneſs, and condeſcenſion to 
the faults and infirmities of our fellow 
Chriſtians. 

Having thus far diſcourſed in general 
upon the topic of advice, in what caſes and 
under what circumſtances and limitations 
it may be given and received with pro- 
priety and advantage, I will now confine 
my obſervations to the particular meaning of 


the words of the text—Be not carried away 


with divers and ſtrange dofrines : or, as it is 
in the original, Be not carried about with divers 
end ſtrange doctrines. Be yehenceforth nomore 
children toſſed to and fro, and carried about 
with every wind of doctrine, by the fleight of 
men and cunning craftine/s, whereby they lie 
in wait to deceive. Epheſ. iv. 14, In malice 
indeed, in the innocence and the ſimplicity 
of your manners, be ye children; but in un- 
derftending, in the ſoundneſs and the ſtability 


of your principles, and the uniformity and 
the conſiſtency of your conduct, be men. 


He, who is unftable as water, can never 


arrive at excellence in any purſuit, whether 
of a temporal or a ſpiritual nature, You 


may 
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may obſcrve- that thoſe, who, preſuming 
upon their ſuperior abilities, deviſe ſchemes 
and execute projects for their own exalt- 
ation 1n life, firſt adopting one plan and 
then another for the improvement of their 
circumſtances, are generally at length fruſ- 
trated in their enterprizes; and not ſeldoim 
end their days in penury and contempt. In 
like manner, in religious affairs; they wie, 
buoyed up by a confidence in their own 
diſcernment, are driven about like the chaff 
which the wind ſcattereth to and fro upon 
the face of the earth, firſt adopting one 


religious perſuaſion and then another, too 


often end in having no religion at all. 
The doctrines in the belief of which yo! 
have been educated are thoſe of the Church 


of England; and which they who adhere to 


in principle and in practice will not fail « 
attaining everlaſting life, Theſe doctrines 


it has been my incention, ever fince I hav? 
been your appointed paſtor, to explain an. 


to enforce upon you, to the beſt of ry 


knowledge and abilities : and if I have fail ed 


in any reſpect of the end propoſed to my- 


ſelf, I am ſorry for it and wiſh I had done] 
etter. And I now exhort you, not ra{i:!, 
and without due deliberation, to diflent} 
from 
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ö from the tenets of the eſtabliſhed Church. 
For tho' old opinions may, from our early 


and long acquaintance with them, have loſt 
ſome part of their reliſh, and new ones may 


promiſe more gratification to the levity and 


inconſtancy of the human mind; yet, I 
think, it will be found, upon a thorough 
inveſtigation of the ſubject, that the form 
of divine worſhip and the articles of faith 
and practice preicribed to her ſons by the 
Church of England, are, to ſay the leaſt, 
as decent, as devout and as ſcriptural as 


thoſe of any other religious ſociety. I am 
well aware that many, eminent for the ac- 


curacy of their judgement, the extenſiveneſs 
of their learning, and their attachment to 
religion, have formerly, and do at preſent 
give to them a decided preference over all 
others. To aſſert that the mode of worſhip 
or the doctrines of the Church are the 
ſtandard of rectitude; and that all other 
modes and doctrines are ſo far deviations 


from the truth, would be ridiculous pre- 


ſumption. Imperfection, to a certain de- 
gree, is the neceſſary concomitant of every 
work of human abilities. But let thoſe 
who are ſo induſtrious in propagating their 


notions for a reform, or rather, as the word 


reform 
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reform has by late experience been demon- 
ſtrated to ſignify, the pulling down and the 
demoliſhing of the Church Eſtabliſhment, 


firſt agree amongſt themſelves about the 


plan of a ſuperior edifice to be erected in 


its place, Till they ſhall have done this, 
we muſt beg leave to maintain what, we 
believe to be neither contrary to the intereſts 
of ſociety nor contradictory to the word of 
God, For late events have taught us, that 
it is more adviſable to retain our preſent 
mode of worſhip, with ſome imperfections, 
than to run the riſque of being left without 


any regular ſyſtem of religious principles; 


or of perhaps devolving, by inſenſible de- 


grees, into downright infidelity, and a de- 


nial of the God who made us. 
As perhaps it would be too much for me 
to expect, that you ſhould all follow the 


ſame mode of religious worſhip, permit me 
to ſuggeſt to you a few cautions relative to 


the characters and the maxims of thoſe who 


may attempt to lead you from your ac- | 


cuſtomed habits of thinking. 


And in the firſt place, I will take the | 
liberty to adviſe you, not to pay too much | 
regard to outſide appearances ; not to be- 
come dupes to the manners or the con- 

verſation 


( 71 ) 


verſation of any new teacher who may offer 


tion 


© himſelf to your attention. Outward ſanctity 
is often found to be the temporary cloak of 
- inward depravity ; and there are at this time 
: wolves in ſbeeps clothing. True religion 
is of a modeſt and a retired nature; it thruſts 


not itſelf forward upon the eye of the giddy 


and undiſcerning multitude; it courts not 


the attention and admiration of every idle 


paſſenger ; its praiſe is not of men, but of 


Cod. The man who has the ſacred name 
of Jeſus Chriſt at his tongue's end upon 


every trifling occaſion, may nevertheleſs 


not ſcruple to overreach and to defraud his 
neighbour, whenever he thinks he can do 
ſo with a certainty of not being detected. 
Simplicity of manner and cheerfulneſs of 
converſation are the true and natural garb 
of real goodneſs; whilſt affectation and 


cover: ſtrained formality in theſe reſpects are 
| the uſual concomitants of folly and vice; 


aſſumed, in too many inſtances, in order 


the more effectually to delude the obſerver, 


who looks no deeper than the ſurface of 


things, into an opinion of the interna] pu- 
"tity of the perſon who wears them. Mee 
wile you, Scribes and Phariſees, bypecrites ! 


bo ye are like unto whited ſepulchres, which 
indeed 
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indeed appear beautiſul outward, but ar; © 
within full of dead mens bones and all un- 
cleauneſs. Even ſo ye alſo outwardly appear 
righteous unto men, but within ye are full of 
hypocriſy and iniquity, Matt, xxiii. 27. 

It is a common practice with ſome pre- 
tended teachers of religion to expreſs them- 
ſelves with abhorrence againſt a Church 
and a Church-yard. To the Church they 
generally affix ſome * opprobrious epithet ; 
and they would rather go a mile out of their 
way than ſet their foot within the verge of 
the Church- yard. I own theſe circum- 
ſtances may to ſome ſeem truly ridiculous; 
but this is not all, they are impious. Our 
bleſſed Saviour has ſaid - heſo ſhall ſcocar 
by the temple, fweareth by it and by bim that 
dwelleth therein, Matth. xxiii. 21. In 
like manner may it with propriety be ſaid, 
that, he who ſcoffeth at a church, ſcofferh| 
at it, and at him to whole ſervice it is de.“ 
dicated. And to avoid as infectious that 
conſecrated ſoil, under the ſod of which 
are depoſited the mouldering bones of ou 
fathers and of our grandfathers, has in i 


* A common church they call, “ The wel | 
« Houſe; The Cathedral, «© The Great Houſe of 
« the top of the Hill.“ i 

| ſomething : 


2 


. 


ms 
us; 
Jur 


Year 
that: 


In! 
aid, 


feth 


de. 


that 


hich 


Out 
in . 


fe o 


thing 


1 


ſomething uncommonly brutiſh and inſen- 
ſible. Theſe men may, by this profane 


ſcoffing, mean to cauſe their hearers to de- 


ſert the church and to become proſelytes to 
their opinions. But who that has an eye 
to ſee, or a heart to feel, when he enters 
a church, the houſe of God, this beautiful 
and ſpacious ſtructure, for inſtance, in which 
we now are, does not experience an awful 
ſenſation ? Does he not ſeem to be con- 
vinced that of a truth God is in this place; 
and that they, who worſhip him, ought to 
worſhip in ſpirit and in truth? Does not 
the very entering into this ſacred edifice ab- 
ſtract the thoughts from earthly and direct 
them to heavenly things? And is it poſſible 
that any one ſhould be affected in the ſame 


manner, when he enters a ſmall room in a 


ſmall houſe, ſuch as are and muſt be the 
preaching rooms in moſt villages ? 

It 1s not the place by which the audience 
is drawn together, but the delightfulneſs of 
the preacher, the ſweet and pleaſant words 
which drop from his lips. 

Were this divine teacher to exhibit his 
talents in a church, in a large and capacious 
building, he then probably would appear 
in his true light. It would then be diſco- 

D vered 
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vered that the devotion ſhewn to him is 
miſplaced, and that his imputed excellence 
ariſes merely from the want of difcernment 
or the blind partiality of his admirers. But 
allowing that he is endued with the cift of 
elocution in an eminent degree, is it p- 
ſible that theſe wonderful preachers ſhould 
be poſſeſſed of any knowledge, of any ſecret 
interpretation of Scripture which we your 
regular teachers have it not in our power 
to attain? We hold forth unto you the ne- 
ceſſity of Repentance from dead works, 
Faith in a crucified Saviour and Obedience 
to all God's commandments; and can theſe 
men do more? Can you wiſh for more? 
Have you adopted into your lives and con- 
veriation the ſeveral moral virtues, the 
Chriſtian graces we have recommended to 
you ? 


The real fact is this. Theſe applau''ed 


expounders of the Goſpel are only like other 
men of the ſame education and rank in 
life : but their hearers gratify the pride and 
vanity of their.own hearts in raiſing them 
up by their patronage and encouragement 
above their fellows, in creating them preach- 
ers; and they are pleaſed with and with at 


any rate to retain the flattering diſtinction. 


The 
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The ſtrange doctrines againſt the belief 
of which I would more particularly caution 
you are, that “ faith alone is ſuffcient,“ 
and that “ good works are not eſſentially 
ce neceſſary to ſalvation.” On the contrary, 
[ believe, that faith alone, ſeparated from 
good works, if it be poſſible that ſuch a 
thing ſhould exiſt, will not procure the ſal- 
vation of man; and that good works are 
the natural and invariable concomitants of 
a true faith, and therefore neceſſary to ſal- 
vation. In this ſentiment I am ſupported 
by the twelfch article of our Church, 
« Albeit that good works, which arc the 
ce fruits of faith and follow after juſtification, 
te cannot put away our fins, and endure the 
© ſeverity of God's judgment: yet are they 
© pleaſing and acceptable to God in Chriſt, 
* and do ſpring out neceſſarily of a true and 
ce lively faich; inſomuch that by them a 
c lively faith may be as evidently known as 
*a tree diſcerned by its fruit.” Thus you 
mult perceive that, according to this article, 
good works grow as ſnontaneouſly out of a 
true faith, as any ſpecies of fruit does out 


of the tree which by nature is known to 
vear it, So far 1s 1t theretore from being 
true that good works are not eflentially ne- 
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ceſſary to ſalvation, that they are the only 
genuine teſt of a ſaving faith. As a further 
proof of this doctrine, I refer you to the 
ſecond chapter of the general Epiſtle of 
James; which concludes with theſe re- 
markable words— Fer as the body without 
the ſpirit is dead, ſo faith without works 
ig dead alſo, This chapter ſeems pur- 
poſcly written to eſtabliſh the ngceſſity of 
good works, if we wiſh to merit the title 
of Chriſtians. I have not time at preſent 
to diſcuſs this intricate and momentous ſuh- 
ject in its full extent, but I will leave it with 
you in the words of the great Apoſtle, For 
in Chriſt Jeſus neither circumciſion availeth 
any thing nor uncircumciſion ; but faith which 
woerketh by love, Gal. v. 6. Faith in God 
is the chief corner ſtone of Religion in ge- 
neral, and of Chriſtianity in particular: 
Love of God is the conſequence of a true 
Faith; and Good Works, or a ſincere en- 
deavour after an unlimited obedience to all 


God's commandments are the effect of the 


united efforts of Faith and Love. 

The laſt circumſtance againſt which I 
mean at this time to warn you is, the too 
prevailing cuſtom of uniting a diſſent from 
the Church with the propagation of the 

principles 
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principles of ſedition. A difference of opi- 
nion from the eſtabliſhed ſyſtem of religion, 
has of late years been aſſumed as a ſtalking 
horſe to a ſecret determination and a con- 
cealed endeavour to undermine and in the 
end to overturn the conſtitution both in 
Church and State. Should any pretended 
teacher of Chriſtianity attempt to inſtil into 
your minds a diſlike of our preſent happy 
form of government; or, tn order the more 
completely to effect his miſchievous deſigns, 
ſhould put into your hands and beg you will 
peruſe any ſeditious book, with a view of 
confuſing your ideas and unfixing your 
principles; avoid that man as you would 
the plague, You may depend upon it, he 
is a Hypocrite; and that he and his wicked 
aſſociates are @ generation of vipers, who are 
attempting to fling and to envenom the 
breaſt which has cherithed them, and af- 
forded them nutriment. Sedition and 
Chriſtianity are as far diſtant from each 
other as the earth is from the heaven, and 
compoſed of elements equally oppoſite. 
A true diſciple of Jeſus can live and be 
contented under the moſt oppreflive form 
of government: and he, who is of too re- 
fractory a ſpirit to brook the mild reſtraints 
D 3 under 


1 . 


under which we have the happineſs to 
dwell, muſt be a fon of Belial indeed. Our 
bleſſed Maſter wrought a miracle that he 
might not Jeave behind him an apparent 
reſiſtance to the civil magiſtrate. Matt. 
xxvli. 27, And 1t is bis expreſs advice 
Render unto Ceſar the things which are 
Ceſar” 95 aud unto Sed ite thi Hos {pat are 


God . Matth. XxX! 27. In! like nanller the 
apoſtle. There 15 no potoer but of God ; 
the powers that be are eragined of Ged ; | 


wroſoever therefore re 4 freth the power re- 
#hifteth the ordinance ef God. Rom. xiii. 2. 
And the apoſtles, as their Lord and Maſter 
had done before them, confirmed this their 
doctrine by their uniform practice. 

Having now gone through what J have 
to offer upon the ſubject propoſed, per- 
mit me to ſay a few words reſpecting my yx 
ſelf. It has been my misfortune to become | 
the appointed miniſter of the Goſpel at 
Nettleham : a misfortune I call it; b-cauſe 
aſter having, to the utmoit of my power 
and abilities, diſcharged the ſeveral offices 
of my facred ſunction, 1 find myſelf 
abulcd, vilified and degraded by fome of 
my pariſhioners. Why any one of them 
ſhould be thus ill diſpoſed towards me I 

know 
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know not. I am not conſcious of having 
wilfully and knowingly neglected the duty 
of the church in any one reſpect or circum- 
ſtance; and as to my moral character, it 
is my conſtant care to keep a conſcience 
void of offence towards God and towards 
man. But ſhould I be in any degree de- 
ficient with regard to the dutics of a holy 
life, as I am ſenſible that I am in too many 
inſtances, this is no concern of tholef who 
cenſure me: and let the man amongſt 
them, who is without a fault, caſt at me 
the firſt ſtone. I can attribute this their 
want of good will tc s me, but to one 
or other of theſe two caules; either to the 
pride of their own hearts, which raiſes 
them above receiving information at my 
mouth; or, with ſtill more likelihood of 
truth, to the underhand ſuggeſtions of the 
numerous inſtructors they follow and en— 
courage, From whatever cauſe their ill 
language, whether in words, or in writing, 
may originate; if they love railing, let them 
rail on till they ſhall be abundantly ſatisfied 
with the malignant gratification, I value 
not their cenſures. I appeal to a. higher 
tribunal, that of my mar and their after, 
who is in Heaven; whoſe I au, and won 
D 4 1 }j:i ve. 
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Tferve. With me it is à very ſmall thing 

that I ſhould be judged of you or of mans 

Judgment, 1 Cor. iv. 3. The firſt object 
of my heart is to diſcharge the momentous 
office | have taken upon myſelt, that of a 

conſcientious miniſter of the Goſpel of 

Chriſt: and if I cannot attain the favour- 

able ſentiments of all my pariſhioners by 

doing this, the unfavourable ones of thoſe 

who may ſtill perſiſt in thinking or ſpeaking 

diſreſpectfully of me, ſhall not hereafter oc- 

caſion to me one moment's uncaſineſs. As to 

thoſe whoſe good opinion and good word 

J have acquired, and I am happy to have 

it in my power to reckon amongſt theſe my 

friends the far more nuinerous part of my 
hearers; a continuance. in the ſame doc- 

trines and the ſame mode of behaviour will 

not fail to retain their ſupport and encou— 
ragement. Henceſorth let no man trouble 

me. In a ſteady and uniform endeavour 

to fulkl my ſacred duties, I will, as far as 

I ſhall be able, perſcvere to the very end 

of my exiſtence: and for the completion 

of this to me defirable purpole, I will ſet 

before myſelf as a pattern the apoltle— 

Giving no offence in any thing, that the mi- 

niſtry be not blamed; but in all things ap- 

proving 
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proving ourſelves as the miniſters of Ged, 
2 Cor. vi. 3. Conſider what I have now 
ſaid unto you: and ſhould any of you be 
otherwiſe minded than I am ; ſhould your 
ſentiments be as to the principles or the 
practice of religion different from mine, 
you have an undoubted right to enjoy them 
unmoleſted by me. But what I allow to 
you, a freedom of judgment, permit me in 
like manner, to experience at your hands: 
and may the Lord give, both to you and me, 
a right underſtanding in all things, 2 Tim. 
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ANTINOMIANISM UNMASKED, 
LITE 


A TRAGI-COMEDY3; 
BY THE REV. w. HETT, 4. M. 


BEING A FULL AND DIRECT 
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An APPEAL ro Taz PUBLICK, 


BY. JF 


„ FARMER, 


AND THAT YE STUDY TO BE QUIET, AND TO DO 
YOUR OWN BUSINESS, AND TO WORK WITH YOUR 
OWN HANDS, AS WE COMMANDED YOU. 


3 Theſſ. iv. 17. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


AN anſwer to the preceding epiſtle ad- 
' dreſſed to Mr. J— P——, ſpeedily ap- 
: peared in print, dated October 2, under 
the title of, © A Letter to the Publick, &c. 
by J — P——, Farmer.” By the words, 
The Publick,” the reſpondent or re- 
ſpondents, whoever he or they might be, for 
this important circumſtance is, like many 
bother concerns of equal conſequence, in- 
_ volved in ſome degree of obſcurity, un- 
doubtedly meant all thoſe who are of the 
ſame way of thinking with themſelves, both 
ads to religion and politicks ; that is, declared 
enemies to practical virtues, and to the 
peace and ſubordination of ſociety. 

The Antinomian brethren, however dig- 
- nified or diſtinguiſhed, whether teachers or 
diſciples, are, as far as the author can learn, 
to a man, the friends and promoters of 
Republicaniſm. The chiefs of this ſect 
relident at L— were the well-known and 
avowed agents for the diſtribution of ſedi- 
tious pamphlets throughout the city of 
L— and its neighbourhood. Paine's 
Rights of Man, elegantly bound, was by 
1 them 
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them ſent to the author's adverſary at 
N———; out of the learned pages of 
which, it was his practice, from a motive 
of graticude, it may be ſuppolcd, to his en- 
lightened inſtructors, and of pity to his 
poor miſinformed neighbours, to elect 
divers edifying maxims, and various 
_ truths highly beneficial to the lower ranks 
of ſociety, if put into execution; and, 
with an carneſtneſs befitting the goodnels of 
the: cauſe, to recommend them to the no- 
tice and the adoption of his hearers. 

It may be obſerved that in the letter to 
Mr. I— P——, the author confined his 
ſtrictures to the religious opinions of the 
ſect; and if a fair and impartial anſwer had 
been given upon the points propofed in the 
concluſion of it, the controverly might 
never have proceeded to any other ſubjects 
beſides thoſe of religion. But when his 


antagoniſts, impelled by their Republican 
principles, declining a private conteſt with 
an inſignificant individual, addreſſed them- 
ſelves to the publick at large, or at the 
leaſt to their party of the publick; and 
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began their appeal with an oſftentatious Þ 
parade about Engliſhmen, and Liberty, 
and Slavery, and Bigotry, and Superſtition, þ 

and 


LI — © AA 


f 


— 


&s 


m- 
the þ 


his“ 


can“ 


and! 
ious“ 
ty, 
tion, . 
and 


1 


and Britiſh Charter, and Birthright and 
Prerogative, and ſuch like Rodomontade, 
at the ſame time treating the author with 
a conſiderable degree of comempt; he 
thought himſelf juſtifiable in bringing for- 
ward and interweaving with the licentious 
religious tenets the turbulent political ones 
of thoſe very extravagant characters with 
whom he was contending. In the appeal 
to the Publick, the doctrine, that * good 
works are not eſſentially neceſſary to ſalva- 
tion,” is fathered, firſt upon the articles of 
the Church of England, then upon the 
ſacred writings, and laſtly upon various 
authors, good and wife men, of former 
ages. In the following tract, entitled, 
« Antinomianiſm Unmaſked,” the para- 
graphs included between ſingle inverted 
commas, except where it is otherwiſe ſpe- 
cified, are literal extracts from the appeal, 
and comprehend the chief part of it. 
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ANTINOMIANISM UNMASKED, &c. 


QUI STATUIT ALIQUID, PARTE INAUDITA 
ALTERA, /EQUUM LICET STATUERIT, 


HAUD /ZEQUUS EST. 
SENECA, 


OA that mine adverſary had written a 
book, Job xxx1. 35. exclaimed the afflicted 
Job, conſcious of his integrity; for then 
ſhould I be able to ſee what he had to al- 
ledge againſt me, and at the ſame time have 
an opportunity to vindicate myſelf as to 
thoſe circumſtances in which my conduct 
is not liable to cenſure. 

I had no occaſion to utter this with : my 
adverſary has flepped forward, and with 
the true ſpirit of a knight-errant, has fairly 
challenged me to the combat. © A clear 
ſtage and no quarter,” ſays he, “ and I'm 
your man,” The farmer has written a 
book. No, I beg his pardon ; for I don't 
believe him capable of being guilty of fo 
flagrant a miſdemeanor. His Goſpel 


teacher, his private ſecretary at Lincoln, 
has 
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has effected this for him: and it becomes 
me, tho' a man of peace, not to ſhrink 
from their united encounter. It is true I 
had provoked the reſentment of ' theſe re- 
doubtable champions by advancing and lay- 


ing to their charge certain unwelcome truths, 


clothed in rather unpleaſant language; and 
had moreover, as my opponents have ex- 
preſſed themſelves, © thrown the gauntlet, 
© and boldly determined to encounter all 
© that ſhall ſtand againſt me who are pro- 
* pagators of ſuch ſentiments' as they are. 
I do not repent of having done this, be- 
cauſe it has completely anſwered my pur- 
poſe. I have nettled them ſo far as to 
cauſe them to come forward with chapter 
and verſe, and in ſuch an unqueſttonable 
ſhape, that their real ſentiments can now 
no longer be dovbrful, Littera ſcripta 
manet, When opinions are reduced to 
writing, or put into print, they acquire a 
permanent form, a local habitation and a 
name; winiſt words are, in too many in— 
ſtances, mere wind, and are, by ſubter- 
tuge or falle interpretation, as that merry 
wag Switt would ſay, not ſeldom broken 
with as little ceremony, You may argue 
with a man unacquainted with the mode of 

ratiocination 
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ratiocination till doomſday, and til! be no 
nearer the termination of the diſpute or the 
aſcertaining of the truth than when you 


began. And this happens more eſpecially} *« 
in religious matters: he will quote paſſages g de 
from the Scripture, with ſo much readinels 3} 4 


and volubility, that they fly about your. fins 
cars like grape ſhot out of the mouth of al ben 
twenty-four pounder; and the only wile} ne 
method of proceeding in ſuch a caſe is, to cen 


move out of the reach of them as faſt as one 
can. As to any explication of the paſſages 
adduced, he ſubmits to none but his own ; 
and his own are ſuch alone as are calculated 
to ſupport the tenets he has embraced. 

I kave denominated what J have to 
in anſwer to my formidable opponents, a 
tragt-cornedy ; becaule, notwithſtanding the 
inherent ſeriouſneſs of the ſubject in tome 
reſpects, yet the idea of an illiterate farmer 
attempting to explain the intricate doctrine 
of faith and works, and of a ſelt-lufficient 
hair-dreſſer pretending to unravel the deep, 
and, by mere human beings, inexplicabic 
myſtery of predeſtination, is an attempt in 
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itlelf ſo truly ridiculous, that I can neverſſhe p 
help experiencing an internal ſenſation, ofÞern! 
laughter when it comes into my noddle ;[ato 

and 


of 

nd am perſuaded that, in the courſe of 
I” remarks, I ſhall involuntarily betray 
ſome ſymptoms of the ludicrous emotion. 
5 Friends and countrymen, hear ye my 
defence which I now make unto you.” 

5 A truly Apoſtolic exordium, but moſt 
irÞ unſeaſonabl ly adopted, as will hereafter be 
al be wn. Beſides it has the appearance of 
be zn endeavour to raiſe a mob. It lays, or 
to ſeems to fay, © Who is on my ſide?— 

ne e Who?” It appeals with vehemence and 
cs qrimoſity to the public, as though the par- 
1 ;| ties, conſcious of the weakneis of their 
ed tauſe, were willing to prejudice in their 
favour the influence of fo formidable an 
Advocate. The truth is in itſelk an hoſt; 
ind a mob is invariably in the wrong. 
hef Far ba off argumentum peſimi. Thoſe death- 
wel going arguments, a dagger or a club, are 
1crÞthe only ones which a mob ever uſes with 
ineÞficct. Nevertheleſs as my opponents have 
ert s ppealed to the publick, to the ſame tribunal 
epi allo addreſs myſelf, and have not the 
bieſFalt doubt of an impartial hearing and a 
- [nÞÞiſt deciſion between us. But when I lay 
ver the publick, I mean, the cool and the diſ- 
; offEerning part of that body, which can hear 
le . raſon ; and lee conſequences; not the un- 
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diſtinguiſhing mobility, who are too often 


dupes to appearances, and are hoodwinked : 


and led by the noſe by the umpudence and 
artifice of impoſtors. 

© It is with the greateſt pleaſure I reflect, 
© that the publick, to whom I addreſs my- 


© ſelf, are EncLisHmen ; Patrons and Sons 
From ſuch, 1 ſhall have an! 
* impartial attention: which I could not ex- 
« pect, if Slavery, Bigotry, and Superſtition 5 


© of LI BERT. 


© prevailed.” 


The name of Engliſhman is indeed a moſt 
honourable diſtinction, and to be the pa- 
trons and the ſons of liberty an invaluableÞ 
But as the ſacred name of liberty] 
has of late been aſſumed in a neighbouring 


privilege. 


ſtate as a cloak for an unbridled licentioul- 


neſs of principle and behaviour, and the 
molt artful attempts have been made by 72 
patrons and ſons of ſedition to introduce inp: 
this iſland the ſame deſtructive notions ; by 
the word, Liberty, I ſhonld hope is meant 
a freedom of action reſtrained only by the 
regulations of law and the dictates of reaſon di 
mo 


and religion. With regard to Slaveiy, Bi- 
gotry and Surcefiiion, terms in frequent 
uſe amongſt the propagators of Republic-P 


 fuſi 
of h 


aniſm, and held up as ſcarc-crows, or pet- {thei 
hap 
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haps rather as watch-words to their fol- 
| lowers: there is no ſlavery ſo cruel and 
| F oppreſſive as that of a ferocious mob irri- 
tated and led on to plunder and to murder 
by an unprincipled and factious demagogue 


nÞ fociety ; no ſuperſtition fo grievous as Athe- 
- | iſm and Infidelity in the higher ones. 

nk To think and ſpeak for ourſelves, is 

the Britiſh Charter. Having reſpect unto 

RF © the laws of God and his country, every 
a- native of this happy iſland claims this free- 
le © dom as his Birthright and Prerogative: 
ixÞ © nor would J attempt any thing inconſiſtent 
ag © therewith,” 

if. My adverſary's publick avowal and de- 
ne fence of the tenet, that “* good works are 
75 © not eſſentially neceſſary to ſalvation”, is 
no in direct oppoſition to the law of God, 
byp And perhaps ſince the burning of Tom 
am Paine in effigy at Lincoln, he may have fo 
weÞ far reſtrained his propenſities as to teſtify no 
fon diſreſpect for the laws of his country. The 
Di mock execution of that arch-fiend of con- 
entf fuſion has had a ſimilar effect upon many 
lic-P of his diſciples: it has cauſed them to hold 
ber their tongues for a ſeaſon, till ſome favour- 
nap able 


no bigotry ſo miſchievous as a total relax- 


ation of principle in the lower orders of 
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able opportunity ſhall in the courſe of tin: | 
preſent itſelf. They can now only gr: Þ 
like a dog, and go about the city. Bark they 
dare not; and as to biting, by the well. 
timed exertions of his Majeſty's miniſters, 
ſeconded by the general union of the friends 


of peace, juſtice, and religion, the horrible 


effects of their malevolence have been for! 


the preſent effectually prevented. 
About four or five months ſince, being 


© in company with the Rev. Mr. Hett, and! 
© having been often interrogated for my non- 


© attendance at the Church to hear him.” 


I did not wiſh my adverſary to attend] 
the divine ſervice at the church at Nettle- ! 
Far be any ſuch Þ 
That I perform the] 
duty of the church with all the propriety Þ 
and ſolemnity J am able, I ſcruple not tof 
aſſert : but ſtil] I am too ſenſible of my own Þ *! 


ham, metely to hear me. 
vanity from my heart. 


inability, and too well convinced at how 


great an interval I approach that model oi 
excellence which I have propofed to myſelt, Þ 
that I am conſcious, in this as well as in all 


other circumſtances of my life, of falling] 
But] 


far ſhort of what is my real duty. 


there are in the ſervice of the church ſuch þ 


things as prayers, and thankſgivings, and] 
the 


+ I'M 
* 


| 


x XS 
3 


ſor his bleſſings. 
be the object of his contempt. 
cver his opinion of me may be, the ſuppli- 
cations, the returning of thanks, the Holy 


1 


the word of God. Now whatever objections 


he may have to what I have to ſay for my- 


1 ſelf, ſurely he is not too proud to pray for 


God's mercies, and to return him thanks 
The word of God cannot 
And what- 


© Scriptures cannot be contaminated by paſſ- 


ing through my lips. 
his adoration would not have been in any 
degree 1mpaired by the agency of me, the 


The excellency of 


vaworthy, though ſincere organ of divine 


worſhip. 


Being deſired, I gave my reaſons: 


That for the time 1 had attended, I had 
not reaped any advantage, thereſore I had 
© lought cllewhere,” 


low 1s it poſſible that my adverſary 


mould reap any advantage from my in- 
ſkructions, if he expected to hear any thing 
ok a ſimilar tendency with what he has now 
„ publiſned to the world. 
propagator of the principles of licentiouſ- » 
neſs. 


No. I am no 


I fear God and honour the King, 


The doctrines I inculcate upon my hearers 
are Repentance from dead works, Faith in 
& crucified Saviour, and Obedience 
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God's commandments. And as long as [ | 
ſhall continue to be the eſtabliſhed miniſter | 


of the Goſpel at Nettleham, I hope I ſhall | 


never ſo far forget what I owe to the ſacred | 


office I have aſſumed, to the peace and good | 


order of ſociety, to my country, and to my 
God, as to cauſe the conſecrated roof off 


that venerable Gothic edifice, to reſoundÞ 
with the irreligious and pernicious doctrines, Þ 
which he has been induced by a ſet of de-] 
ceived and deceiving men to adopt and tof 
acknowledge. Should I ever agree with 
him in this circumſtance, I ſhould deſerve 
inſtantly to be degraded from my ſacredp 
functions; nay moreover, to be ſtripped off 
my humanity, and, like the impious Ne- 
buchadnezzar, to be driven from men, and] 
to have my dwelling with the beaſis of tit 
feld, 1 Daniel. iv. 32. till ſuch time as 1 
ſhould have ſeen, lamented, and abjuredp 
my wicked declarations. I need not tel 


him where to go to hear theſe doctrines en- 


larged upon and recommended. His in-] 
genious father-confeſſor, who has already 
initiated him, will not ſcruple to eau þ 
him through the various windings and in- 
tricacies of this myſtery of iniquity. Lei : 
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regard to what either he or his Oracle can 
ſay againſt me; I look upon their good 
word as a diſgrace, and their ill language 


as the higheſt honour they can confer upon 
me. 


© A warmth of heat encompaſſed him.” 


Having been informed that my adverſary, 
who is a pariſhioner of mine, had enliſted 
himſelf under the profane banners of Anti- 
nomianiſm, and that he had embraced po- 
litical principles, which I very much diſ- 
approved, I wrote a letter to him, wiſhing 
to have a private and a friendly conference 
with him; and for this purpoſe begged 
that he would call upon me. For me to 
have fer my foot within his dwelling, with- 
out his permiſſion, I feared mignt have been 
attended with diſagreeable conſequences to 
myſelf. My well intended requeſt he re- 
ſiſted, upon a preſumption, I ſuppoſe, that 
had no right to interfere with his prin + 
ciples, religious, or political, He pre- 
ferred a publick debate in the church-porch, 
before prayers. Accordingly he came up, 
as related in my former epiſtle ; and, though 
I had determined with myſelf not to ex- 


l : change a word with him except in private, 


FE by 
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by ſaying many unpleaſant things, he in- 
ſenſibly drew me into a converſation with 
him: in the courle of which he uttered the 
falſe and irreligious ſentiment I ſhall here- 
after obviate, © that good works are not 
« effentially neceſſary to falvation,”” and 
quoted Scripture by wholefale in order to 
make good his impious aſſeveration. Thus 
attacked as I was, by one of my pariſhioners, 
almoſt within the church, before a large 
portion of my hearers, in ſupport of fo 
abominable a doctrine, and hearing the ſa- 
cred word of God triumphantly alledged in 
defence of it; I own my preſence of mind 
forſook me: a warmth of indignation, oc- 
caſioned by the brazen-faced impudence of 
the man, cauſed me to feel more than I had 
words to utter. If this was a fault I ac- 
knowledge it; and with 1 had been fo far 
maſler of myſelf as to have repreſſed the 
outward ſymptoms of my inward emotions. 
I thank him for his admonition, and will 
endeavour to profit by it in my future be- 


haviour. 


© Tt is well he does not tell us to do what 
e he does.“ 


And 
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And were I even todo this, I am of opi- 
nion that both my adverſaty and his Goſpel 
teacher or teachers would be employcd in 
a manner more beneficial to themſelves, 
and of much more advantage to their fa- 
milies, than at preſent they are. It is not 
the province of any one of them to ſet up 
for a teacher of religion; an important ot- 
fice, and for which they are far from being 
well qualified. They will inſtantly quote 
upon me, as my adverſary has already done, 
the advice of St. Peter. iii. 15. Be ready 
always to give an anſwer to every one that 
aſceth vc a reaſon of the hope that is in you, 
with meeckne/s and fear; But unfortunately 
this very paſſage is againſt them. It ſays 
that we are to be ready to give an anſwer to 
every man that eu us a reaſon; which 
limitation implies, that if no one ſhall think 
good to atk us a reaſon, we are not offi- 
ciouſly and with venemence to urge our 
religious ten<ts upon the belief of our com- 
panions. Now it my adverſary and his 
Goſpel teachers were ſcrupulouſly to obſerve 
this rule, I do verily believe, that every 


- mother's fon of them would be, to the very 
end of their days, as mute as a /eather 
bedging mitlen, a wooden Wwig-block, or an 


E 2 {Cl 
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iron-gogſe upon religious ſubjects. With 
regard to what I am now doing; I look 
upon it as a part of my ſacred office to en- 
deavour to oppoſe and to counteract the 
pernicious effects of the irreligious doctrines 
which theſe miſguided men have attempted, 
and to a certain degree have ſucceeded, to 
introduce into the pariſh of Nettleham. I 
look upon myſelf, as far as my abilities ex- 
tend, to be the guardian of peace and good 
order amongſt my pariſhioners; and that it 
is my duty to recommend to them, both 
by precept and example, the belief and the 
practice of the ſeveral duties of the Chriſtian 
profeſſion: and I am nor conſcious of having 
failed, in any very material inſtance of en- 
deavouring to fulfil theſe my intentions. 


As to the ſarcaſtical expreſſions which 
my adverſary has heaped together in 
triumph, whether meant by me to be ap- 
plied in general, or to any particular 
perſon ; they are, I allow, the moſt excep- 
tionable part of my epiſtle: and might, 
without any diſadvantage to the matter in 


diſpute, have been as well omitted. To 


thoſe who may think that the expreſſions 
alluded to ſtand in need of an apology, I 
beg 
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beg leave to ſuggeſt the following conſi- 
derations. 


An honeſt man is one who entertains a 
lowly opinion of his own ablities ; who firſt 
endeavours to be what he ought to be, and 
then appears to be what he really is, in the 
ſtation of lite in which the providence of 
God has placed him. A man of this 
character I love and reſpet, though 
clothed in the meaneſt habiliments; and 
to fuch a one, my hand, my heart, and 
my purſe, as long as [I ſhall recollect that 
I am a man, ſhall ever be open. An im- 
poſtor is one, who, impelled by ſelf-con- 
ceit, aſſumes a character and a ſtation in 
life, for which he is not qualified either by 
natural abilities or acquired attainments ; 
and endeavours, for the acquiſition of fame 
Gr of money, to delude others into a high 
opinion of his accompliſhments, When— 
ever | meet with one of this hollow and 
deſigning character, I own 1 feel an almoſt 
Irreſiſtible propenſity to ſtrip him of his 
borrowed plumes, and to expoſe him in his 
naked deformity, to the contempt and de- 


riſion of mankind, Affectation and hypo- 
criſy are the only true objects of ridicule, 
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And of all the numerous claſs of unpoſtors 
who infeſt ſociety, there are none whole at- 
tempts are attended with conſequences ſo 
fatal as are the efforts of thoſe who take 
upon themſelves the office of propagating 
falſe ſyſtems of religion. The hypocritical 
pretences of other deceivers are directed 
egainit the good opinion, the property, or 
the health of individuals; and in theſe re- 
ſpects only can thoſe who attend to their 
unſubſtantial promiſes be diſappointed. 
But ſanctified hypocrites, in too many in- 
ſtances, draw down eternal perdition upon 
their own ſouls and upon the ſouls of thoſe 
who hear them. It is in reference to the 
pernicious effects of theſe impoſtors that 
our bleſſed Mafter has expreſſed himſelf 
with pointed diſapprobation, and againſt 
whom he exclaims.—But woe unte you, 
Scrives and Phariſces, hypocrites ! for ye fout 
up the kingdem of Heaven againſt men : for ye 
neii ber go in yourſelves, neither ſuffer ye them 
that are entering to go in. Matth. xxX111, 13. 
In the next place comes my adverſary's 
opinion of my eternal ſalvation. But hap- 
pily for me, my forure welfare either in the 
next world or in tis does not depend upon 
the opinion or the deciſion of either him 


Or 


A 
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or bis friends. With regard to the former, 
I cruſt not to a faith in a crucified Saviour 
alone, but to a faith which worketh by 
love; and confide in the goodneſs of that 
great Being, who ſeeth not as man ſeeth, and 
whoſe mercy is ever all his works. And fo 
long as our happy conſtitution in Church 
and State ſhall be able to ſtand firm againſt 
the open and the concealed attacks of its ene- 
mies, I ſhall look upon myſelf in pertect 
ſecurity as to my temporal concerns. 


As to his comment on the Apoſtle 
James, it is miſapplied : James is ſpeak- 
© ing of one thing, he of another”, 


Were 1, in the language of the facetious 
Sterne in the beginning of one of his fer- 
mons, to ſay nothing more in anſwer to 
this bold defiance than“ That I deny“ 
I flatter mytelf that the publick would pay 
as much. reſpect to my ſimple afſeveration 
as to that of my adverſary, for this plain 
reaion, that the words of him are not much 
to be regarded, who has had the aſſurance 
to ſupport the doctrine, that good works 
are not eſſentially neceſſary to ſalvation. 


But I don't expect that any thinking man 
E 4 ſhould 
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ſhould pay fo undue a deference to what T 
advance. As the paſſage is too long for 
inſertion I refer the reader to the commen- 
tators upon it; the determinations of whom, 
it I may place any confidence in Pole's Sy- 
nopſis of them, are univerſally in my fa- 
vour. It is true that the words, ** gocd 
works,“ in this paſſage, as well as in moſt 
others of a ſimilar import, denote princi— 
pally alms-deeds, or works of charity and 
mercy. But then it is the opinion of the 
learned Dr. Barrow—* That as, in every 
«© kind, that which is moſt excellent doth 
« commonly aTume the name of the whole 
« kind; ſo are thoſe works of charity, by 
« way of excellency”, not to the excluſion 
of all other good works © ſtyled good 
«© works.” 


I bluſh for his impudent and uncharit- 
able ſoul.” 


I beg my adverſary will fave himſelf the 
trouble of bluſhing on my account, It 
peradventure he be ſuſceptible of ſo arable 
a ſymptom of virtue, I entreat he will 
| have the precaution to reſerve it to ſome 
future occaſion, when he may ſtand in need 
of it on account of ſome of his own mil- 


carriages in life, Were he once, by the 


viſitation 


x 
- 
FS 
4. 
4 > 
. 4 
=> 4 
| ot | 
ly. 
+ = 
RR + 
3X - 
4 4 
1 » 
+. * 
* 
. E 
# 


( 10s ) 

viſitation of God, to be laid upon a bed of 
ſickneſs, the principles he has imbibed, I 
fear, would afford to him little conſolation 
in ſo alarming a criſis. He might then 
bluſh in ſecret, that he had been ſo long a 
dupe to the artifice of thoſe men whom he 
now thinks to be and denominates his 
friends, but whom all his real friends and 
well-wiſhers ſuppoſe to be his moſt dan- 
gerous enemies. At any rate, if the man 
were really in earneſt, and his countenance 
experienced a temporary ſuffuſion in my 
behalf; that I may not be indebted to a 
perſon whom I cannot at prelent eſteem, 
permit me to bluſh allo on account of the 
 Þ licentious notions which he has been induced 
| | to embrace, and has had the effrontery to 

recommend to the attention of the publick. 


* © (Although the man depends on Provi- 
- © dence, with his own induſtry, for the ſup- 
port of a wife and family) as an Oppeſer 

, all natural and revealed Religion, a 
1] | © Subverter of all civil Society and good 
© Government,” 


e 

d þ 

cw. Buch is the i intimacy of our connection 
fl : with each other in ſociety that no individual 
on E. 5 can 
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can ſuffer alone: a parent, a wife, a child, 
a brother, and, in ſome caſes, all theſe re- 
latives together will neceſſarily partake 
with him in the diſgrace or the loſs which 
he, by his imprudence, draws down upon 
his own head. This ever has been, 1s at 
preſent, and ever will be the caſe, and can- 
not be otherwiſe. And what leſſon ought we 
to deduce from this indiſſoluble concate- 
nation of cauſes and effects, but the molt 
ſcrupulous caution how we engage in any 
enterprize, which may have the remotelt 
tendency to occaſion diſtreſs to ourſelves; 
becauſe inevitably ſome innocent perſon 
muſt be involved with us in the baneful 
conſequences of our miſcarriages, To 
ſuller for one's own folly is an affliction ſuf- 
ficiently gric vous: but to ſee the innocent, 
the incapable of offending, the wife of our 
boſom, the © helpleſs infant, who depend 
upon us for their ſupport and protection, 
brought to penury and diſtreſs by a blind 
attachment to our own unfounded whims 
and caprices ;- what is, if this be not the 
molt exquiſite miſery? And how can men 
expect any other than to be neglected and 
deſpiſed in the ſociety in which they refide, 
who have ſo far ſtepped out of their own 
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{here of action, as to take upon them- 
ſelves, in open defiance of public opinion, 
the propagation of doctrines of the molt 
extravagant nature, and the moſt deſtructive 
conſequences ;—doctrines which vunder- 
mine the very piliars of ſociety, and have a 
deciſive tendency to throw every thing into 
diſorder and confuſion 2 Who are they who 
ſtand forward, unaſked and unauthorized, 
and, with almoſt unprecedented audacity, 
call every man an idiot, who embraces 
opinions ſanctioned by time and the con- 
curring authority of the wiſe and the 
virtuous of preceding ages? And more 
eſpecially if they be men of no education, 
of no experience in liſe, of contracted ideas, 


and who have not had any poſſible oppor- 
tunity of making themſelves acquainted 


with the ſubjects relative to which they are 
ſo ſtudious to obtrude their unformed, un- 


arranged ideas upon the notice of the pub- 
lick; can men of this rude and pragmatical 


character hope or expect to be reipected 


and had in eſtimation in the community 
in which they dwell ? Whatever their over- 
» weening ſelf-ſufficiency may ſuggeſt to 
them, the thing is in itſelf impollible. 
x What I before aſſerted I {till adhere to; and 
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intend, to the beſt of my abilities, to make 
it appear in the ſequel, that the doctrines, 
alluded to in my former epiſtle, are, * if 
reduced to practice, in direct oppoſition 
to and deſtructive of ALL RELIGION NATU- 
NAL and REVEALED, as well as ſubverſive 


Of CIVIL SOCIETY AND ALL GOOD GOVER N= 
MENT,” 


In the order of my opponent's letter we 
are now come to the grand matter of de- 


bate, whether or no © good works be 


eſſentially neceſſary to falvation.” As I am 
of opinion that the eternal ſalvation of 
many may be endangered by a doubt upon 


this intereſting point; and as I am from iny 


own certain knowledge convinced that the 
negative ſide of the queſtion is in ſome in- 
ſtances adopted, I will endeavour to give 
It that attentive diſcuſſion which its im- 
portance ſeems to claim. And in order to 
do this the more effectually, it ſhall be my 
pre ſent buſineſs to make it appear that the 
negative of the propoſition 1s contrary to 
common ſenſe, contradictory to reaſon and 
the word of God, not -authorized by the 
Articles of the Church of England, or the 
opinions of our ablcſt divines, and pro- 

ductive 


( 109 ) 
ductive of the moſt miſchievous conſe. 
quences to ſociety, | 


I. It is contrary to the common ſenſe of 
Chriſtians, 


What would a plain and humble Chriſ- 
tian, whoſe mind is not perverted by 
cavils and diſputes, think of this aſſertion, 
that © good works are not eſſentially ne- 
ceſſary to ſalvation,” I have mentioned it 
to ſeveral of this deſcription and they have, 
to a man, revolted from it with abhorrence. 
I dare take upon me to aſſert, that there is 
not one Chriſtian in his Majeſty's dominions, 
who ſays his prayers 1n peace, reads his 
Bible at home, attends his pariſh church 
on a Sunday, and is of a truly humble and 
contrite diſpolition, who does not believe, 
that the commiſſion of ſin, or works of 
wickedneſs, are diſpleaſing to God, and 
therefore will, according to their malignity, 
ſo far debar him of everlaſting ſalvation: 
and that on the contrary, the practice of 
righteouſneſs, or good works, are pleaſing 
to God, and have an inherent tendency to 
procure his favour both here and hereafter. 
This, as far as I am able to judge by ex- 

perience 


1 


perience and obſervation, is the uſual mode 
of reaſoning of all unprejudiced Chriſtians 
upon ttẽs intereſting particular, For a fur- 
ther illuſtration of this ſubject, I refer the 
reader to two beautiful and inſtructive eſ- 
ſays: Guardian, No.158. Adventurer, No, 
38. Theſe two papers are founded upon 
and derive their ule and excellence from the 
univerſality of the above perſuaſion. 


— 


II. It is contradictory to reaſon. 


A brief analyſis of the firſt principles of 


religion natural and revealed, 


Religion is a belief of and an obedience 
to the will of God. 

The will of God has been made known 
to man by the light of nature, and by re- 
velation. 

The light of nature is that internal ſenſe 
of right and wrong, which is born with 
every human being, 

Revelation is thoſe Holy Scriptures which 
men have compoled under the immediate 
guidance and direction of the Spirit of 
God, 


Revclation 


- 


Ein 

Revelation is of two kinds, the one made 
to the Jews, the other to Chriſtians. 

The Jewiſh revelation is contained in the 
Old Teſtament, and is called the Covenant 
of Works. © This do and thou ſhalt live.” 

T he Chriſtian revelation 1s comprehended 
in the New Teſtament and is denominated 
the Covenant of Grace. By Grace ye are 
ſaved through faith.” 

A belief of and an obedience to the light 
of nature is available to the ſalvation of 
thoſe who live under the light of nature, 
provided they have not known and rejected 
the Goſpel. 

A belief of and an obedience to the reve- 
lation made to the Jews is available to the 
ſalvation of the Jews, provided they have 
not known and rejected the Goſpel. 

A belief of and an obedience to the reve- 
lation made to Chriſtians is available to the 
ſalvation of Chriſtians. 

Faith in God is the foundation of all re- 
ligion natural and revealed. 

Humility is the rock upon which Faith 
ſtands. 

Faith in God is a conviction of his being, 
of his rruth and wiſdom, of his power and 
juſtice, of his goodneſs and mercy, of his 
knowledge 
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knowledge and providence, of his love of 
what is good and his hatred to what 1s evil, 

A belief of theſe his perfections produces 
in us a high degree of love and of fear, 
Love of God cauſes us to wiſh to pleaſe 
him. 

Fear of God raiſes in us a dread of offend- 
ing him. 

Obedience to the will of God, or the 
practice of goodneſs will pleaſe him and 
gain his favour. 

Diſobedience to the will of God, or the 
practice of wickedneſs, will not fail to diſ- 
pleaſe him and to incur his diſapprobation. 

A perſuaſion of the favour of God cauſes 
to us in the preſent life the moſt exalted 
happineſs; which is a rational foundation 
of our hoping for the ſame favour and the 
ſame happineſs in another. 

A ſenſe of the diſpleaſure of God is in the 
preſent life the cauſe of the moſt perplexing 
miſery ; which forbodes to us a continuance 

of the ſame diſpleaſure and the fame miſery 
in another. 

Faith in Chrift is a belief, that he is the 
Son of God, the Meſſiah, the Mediator of 
the New Covenant, a preacher of righteouſ- 
neſs, the Lamb lain from the foundation of 
the 
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the world, the Redeemer of man, his In- 
terceſſor at the right hand of God, and his 
Judge on the great day. 

Faith in the tloly Spirit is a belief, that 
he is the Spirit of God, the inſpirer of the 
Holy Scriptures, the ſupporter and en- 
courager of the Apoſtles and primitive 
Chriſtians, the beginner and finither of every 
good work in us, and our Comforter in 
tribulations, 

The faith of a Chriſtian therefore is more 
comprehenſive than that under either of the 
former diſpenſations. 

The merits and the mediation of Jeſus 
Chriſt extend themſelves from the firſt man 
Adam, to the laſt of the human race; and 
the efficacy of them wall be applied to every 
ſincere and obedient ſervant of God under 
every diſpenſation. 

In like manner, the Holy Spirit has aſſiſt- 
ed and will aſſiſt every devout worſhipper, 
whether Gentile, Jew, or Chriſtian. 

A firm belief of, and a ſincere endeavour 
to regulate all our thoughts, words, and 
actions, according to the precepts of the 
Goſpel, aided and ſanctified by the concur- 
rence of the Holy Spirit, accompanied with 


a deep ſenſe of our own unworthineſs, and 
a faith 


( 114 ) 


a faith in and a reliance upon the merits 1 / 
and the mediation of Jeſus Chriſt for the W 7 
final acceptance of our imperfe& obedience 1 J. 
with God, is the whole duty of a Chriſtian. 1 * 
7. 
HuuiLIrvr--FaTH--Love--Og EDIT xc ” 
—HAaPPINESS—TEMPORAL AND ETERNAL, 
| e. 

III. It is contradictory to the word of 
God. | 4 
2 

Fear God and keep his commendments, for | © 
this is the whole dity of man. Eccleſ. xii. 139. | G 
He hath ſbecved thee, O man, what is goed. ÞÞ 
And what doth the Lord require of thee, but 1 C 
to do juſtly, and to love mercy, and to walk 1. 
humbly with thy Ged. Micah vi. 8. For he 1 /* 
hath made him to be fin for us wwho knew 10 || *- 
ſin, that wwe might be made the rightecufmels if i 


God in him. 2 Cor. v. 21. Who gave b.m- le 
ſelf for us, that he might redeem us from al! | th 
ixiguity, and purify unto himſelf a perple zeal- be 
ous of good works, Tit. ii. 14. That they . 
ſhould repent and tuin unto Grd, and do works 0 


meet for repentance. Acts xxvi. 20. Every I 
tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is het , . 
down aud caſt into the fire. Matth. vil. 19. WW 
That ye put off concerning the former conver- FW 


Jetion 


— — 
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ſation the old man, which is corrupt according 
to the dceitful luſts, and be renewed in the 
ſpirit of your mind; and that ye fut on the 
new man, which after God is created in 
rightecuſueſs and true h:linsſs. Epheſ. iv. 22. 
As ye have yielded your members ſervants to 
uncleainsſs and to iniquity unto iniquity ; 
even /o now yield your members ſervants to 
rizhteo:iſne/s unto holineſs. Rom. vi. 179. 1f 
airy man be in Chriſt be is a new creature. 
2 Cor. v. 17. Fer we are his workmanſhip, 
created in Chriſt Jeſus unto good works; which 
God hath before ordained that we ſhould walk 
in them. Epheſ. ii. 10. And they that are 
Coriffs have crucified the fleſh with the afjec- 
tions and Iifts, Gal. v. 24. Who his (wn 
leif bare cur fins in his own body en the tree, 
tal we being dead to fin ſhould live unto 
rizhtecuſne/s. 1 Peter ji. 24. JF ye love me 
keep my commandimen's, John xiv. 15. He 
that bath my commendments and keepeth them, 
he it is that loveth me; and he that leveth 
me faall be loved of my father, and 1 will 
love him, and will manifeſt myſelf unto him. 
xiv. 21. Va man love me, he will keep my 
werds: aud my father will love bim, and 
we will come unto him and mate our abode 
with him. 23. Jf ye live after the fleſh ye 
all 
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all die: but if ye through the Spirit do mor- 
tify the deeds of the body, ye ſhall live. Rom. 
viii. 13. But now being made free from fin | un 
and become the ſervants of God, ye have your no 
fruit unto holineſs and the end everlaſting life, | ba 
Rom. vi. 22. Bleſſed are they that do his do 
commandments, that they may have right to I. 
the tree of life, and may enter in through the pa 
gates into the city. Rev. xxii. 14. Now the vi 
works of the fleſh are menifeſt, which are | jt 
theſe, adultery, ſornicaticu, uncleanneſs, laſ- be 
civiouſneſs, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, va- E 
riance, emulations, wrath, ſtrife, ſedition, | G. 
herefies, envyings, murders, drunkenneſs, re» | > 
vellings and ſuch like: of the which I tell you | b 
before, as I have alſo told you in time paſt, I H. 
that. they which do ſuch things ſhall net in- 70 
herit the kingdom of God. Gal. v. 19, &c. Þ 7 
But the fruit of the Spirit is Iove, joy, peace, | Ja 
long-ſulſering, gentleneſs, goodneſs, faith, mee. be 
neſs, temperance: againſt ſuch there is no law. in 
Gal. v. 22. In Chrift Feſus neither crcum- 
ciſion availeth any thing nor uncircumciſion, 
but a new creature. Gal. vi. 15. Circum- 
ciſion is nothing, nor uncircumciſion is nothing, 
but the keeping of the commandments of God. 
1 Cor. vii. 19. Not every one that ſaith unto M 
me, Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the kingdom 
of ' 


SD 


n 
j of Heaven, but he that doeth the will of my 
1 father which is in Heaven, Many will jay 
unto me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we 
not propheſied in thy name, and in thy name 
have caſk out devils, and in thy name 
done many wonderful works? And then will 
I profeſs unto them, 1 never knew you : de- 
1 from me, ye that work iniquity, Matth. 
| 5 . 21. Tor not the hearers of the law are 
| a befere God, but the doers of the law ſhall 
be juflified. Rom. ii. 13. Then ſhall J not 
| be aſhamed, when I have reſpect unto all 
| God's commendinents, Plal. cxix. 6. e 
bh precepts I get underſtanding, therefore 1 
bate every evil way. 104. For whoſoever 
„Hall keep the whole law and yet offend in one 
* point he is guilty of all. For he that ſaid, do 
: not commit adultery, ſaid alſo, do not kill, 
= | James | ii. 10. Aud if the righteous ſcarcely 
De ſaved, where ſhall the ungodly and the 
. 1 mer appear? 1 Pet. iv. 18. 


| IV. It is not authorized by the articles of 


che Church of England. 

5 | | 
„ Article XI, Or THE JUSTIFICATION OF 
0 . Ma N, | | 


„ We 


Ein N 


We are accounted righteous before God, 1 8g 


only for the merits of our Lord and Saviour tir 
Jeſus Chriſt, by faich, and not for our own el 
works or deſervings. Wherefore that we g. 
are juſtified by Faith only, is a moſt whole. | 1a 
tome doctrine and very full of comfort, as de 
more largely 1s expreſſed in the Homily of NE 
juſtification. of 
ac 

Article XII. Or Goop Works, Bu 
me 

Albeit Good Works, which are the fruits 1 U 
of Faith, and follow after juſtification, can- Pr 
not put away our ſins and endure the ſeverity Þþ the 
of God's judgment: yet are they pleaſing I IS t 
and acceptable to God in Chriſt, and do Wii 
ſpring out neceſſarily of a true and lively lay 
Faith; inſomuch that by them a lively Þ 9. 
Faith may be as evidently known, as a tree go 
diſcerned by the fruit. abl 
the 


When theſe two articles are read in the or- I Clu 
der in which they were originally placed by oe 
the compilers of them, the one illuſtrates ef! 
and declares the true meaning of the other; ¶ fe& 
and indeed the latter ſeems to have been in- and 
tended as explanatory of the former. The ] bot. 


ſenſe of them thus united, is ſo far from Þ mar 
giving 


| { 189: 3 
giving any ſanction to the inference deduced 
' trom them in my opponent's letters, that it 
eſtabliſhes the direct contrary poſition, that 
good works are ſo eſſentially neceſſary to 
ſalvation, that they are the only infallible 
teſt of a true faith; and that they do as 
neceſſarily follow a lively faith as any ſpecies 
of fruit is produced by the tree by nature 
adapted to bear it, On account of the nu- 
merous failings and ſome ſins of the beſt of 
men, and the imperfections of their moſt 
upright intentions, it is faith alone in the 
precepts and the promiſes, in the merits and 
the mediation of a crucified Saviour, which 
is the real and efficient cauſe of ſalvation ; 
without which faith no Chriſtian can be 
| ſaved, But then this faith in Chriſt is not 
to be depended upon to the excluſion of the 
good works of a Chriſtian, as far as he is 
able to perform them. Faith in Chriſt is 
| the ſource from which the good works of a 
Chriſtian iſſue, and the fountain from the 
| overflowing abundance of which the defects 
Jof his moſt ſtrenuous endeavours after per- 
. Þ feQion are ſupplied. Faith is the efficient, | 
and good works the cooperating caule, and 
e | both equally neceſſary, of the ſalvation of 
man. In like manner the {kill of the archi- 
. tect 


Enes) 
tect is the efficient cauſe, and the materials, 
ſuch as ſtone, brick, mortar, timber, &c. 
are the cooperating cauſe in the erection of 
an edifice, Both are equally indiſpenſable, 
though the ſkill of the architect may ſeem 
to be of higher importance than the ma- 
terials ; yet without the intervention of ma- 
terials, he muſt be a wile maſter builder in- 
deed who could erect any thing beſides caſtles 
in the air. As the body without the ſpirit is 
dead, ſo faith without works is dead alſc. 
James ii. 26.—dcead to all beneficial effects, 
to all the purpoſes of ſalvation. It is in this 
ſenſe that the Devils are ſaid to believe and 
tremble, James 11. 19. In Chriſt Feſus neither 
circumciſion availeth any thing nor uncircum- 
ciſion, but faith which worketh by love, Gal. 
v. 6. See the analyſis, ſection II. 


V. 1 t is not authorized by the opinions of 
our ableſt divines. 


© That good works are indiſpenſably ne- 
ceſſary to ſalvation ; that without boline/; 
no man ſhall ſee the Lord; is ſo fully and 
ce frequently expreſſed in the Goſpel, that 
© no doubt can be made of it by any who 


« reads it: and indeed a greater diſparage- 
«© ment 
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ment to the Chriſtian Religion cannot be 
imagined, than to propoſe the hopes of 
God's mercy and pardon barely upon be- 
lieving, without a life ſuitable to the 
rules it gives us. This began early to 
corrupt the theories of religion, as it 
ſtill has but too great an influence upon 
the practice of it. What St. James 
writ upon this ſubject, muſt put an end 
to all doubting about it; and whatever 
ſubtleties ſome may have ſet up, to ſepa- 
rate the conſideration of faith from a holy 
life, in the point of Juſtiſcalion; yet none 
among us have denied that it is abſolutely 
neceſſary to ſalvation: and ſo it be on- 
ed as neceſlary ; it is a nice curiolity to 
examine, whether it 1s of itſelf a condition 
of Juſtification, or if it is the certain diſ- 
tinction, and conſtant effect of that faith 
which juſtifies. Theſe are ſpeculations 
of very little conſequence, as long as the 
main point 1s {till maintained that Chriſt 
came to ring us to God, to change our 
natures, to mortify the old man in us 
and to raiſe up and reſtore that e of 
God, from which we had fallen by fin. 


And therefore even where the thread of 


men's ſpeculations of theſe matters may 
F | * be 
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* be thought too fine, and in ſome points 
« of them wrong drawn; yet fo long as 
ce this foundation is preſerved, that every 
ce one who nameth the name of Chriſt do de- 
« part from iniquity, ſo long the doctrine 
« of Chriſt is preſerved pure in this capital 
ce and fundamental point.“ This extract is 
the beginning of Dr. Burnet's expolition of 
the twelfth article. In order to aſcertain 
what degree of deference is due to the ex- 
tenſive and laborious reicarches of this able 
commentator on the arti les of che church 
of England, I refer the reader to the enu— 
meration made by him in his preface of the 
multiplicity of authors he conſulted during 
the progreſs of the inveſtigation. For a 
further illuſtration of this ſubject, I take 
the liberty to recommend © Cave's Primi- 
tive Chriſtianity,” and the © three practical 
eſſ:ys on Baptiſm, Confirmation and Re- 
pentance,“ by the late accurate Dr, Clarke. 
To theſe names, which ſtand high in the liſt 
of thoſe who have aſſumed the noble office 
of being the friends and patrons of the 
practice of religious duties, I ill add ſtill 
another, the Rev. I had almoſt {.id, Joſeph 
Addiſon. This fecond Socrates concludes 


his 447th number of the Spectator in thele 
remarkable 


* 


ch 
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remarkable words. „ That excellent au- 
« thor of the Chriſtian Life, Dr. Scot, has 
« ſhewn how every particular cuſtom and 
« habit of virtue will, in its own nature, 
oy produce the heaven or a ſtate of happi- 
ec neſs, in him who ſhall hereafter pracriſe 
ce it: as on the contrary, how every cuſtom 
ce Or habit of vice will be the natural hell 
ce Of him in whom it ſublilts,” 


* 


VI. It productive of the moſt miſ- 
chievous conſequences to ſocicty. 


The minds of the generality of Chriſtians 
are of too groſs a temperament to be in- 
fluenced to the practice of religious dutics 


by a repreſentation cf the beauty, or the 


pleaſantneſs of religion, or its inherent ſuit- 


E ableneſs to the nature of man. Theſe ele- 


vated inducements to holineſs are of too 
abſtracted a nature to affect the bulk of 


| mankind, A few individuals of poliſhed 
ideas, whoſe PORE has been refined 


into ſenſibility, or whoſe reaſoning powers 


have been improved by frequent exerciſe, 


may be able to ice and to feel the force of 
theſe motives, and may thereby be diſiuaded 
from an attachment to vice, and impelled 


F to 
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to an adherence to virtue. But this is far 
from being the caſe with the generality of 
Chr iſtians; with all thoſe who ſupport them- 
| ſelves by manual Jabour, of whatever ſpecies 
or denomination, The ſole motives which 
have any permanent effect upon minds of 
this deſcription are thoſe which act upon 
their hopes and fears, their hopes of eternal 
happineſs and their fears of eternal miſery ; 
which ſet before their eyes in ſtrong colours, 
death and judgment, heaven and hell. Now 
ſhould any one be able to convince a Chriſ- 
tian of this caſt, that good works are not 
eſſentially neceſſary to ſalvation, he would 
inſtantly infer, as did my pariſhioner, the 
weaver, that evil works would not prevent 
his ſalvation. This is the uſual and re- 
gular mode of arguing, in caſes of this na- 
ture, by all unintormed minds; eſpecially 
if they wiſh for a plea for continuing in their 
favourite vices. And what a ſcene of ini- 
quity would enſue if a conviction of this 
kind were to become general, Secrecy and 
concealment would be looked upon as a 
ſufficient authority for committing every 
ſpecies of wickedneſs; and the dread of 
falling under the avenging power of the 


magiſtrate would be the only bar, Which 
would 


(033 
would have any effect in repreſing the 
miſchievous imaginations and the dee 
ſtructive attempts of mankind againit the 
lives, the property, the reputation, and the 
peace of cach other, 


Having now, I hope, to the ſatisfaction 
of my reader fully etabliſhed the affirma- 
tive of the main queſtion, that good works 
are eſſentially neceiſiry to ſalvation, I pro- 
ceed to di cuſs the remaining part of the 
letter and then further to develope the ex- 
travagant maxims of this ſuctty. 


© But as I dont wiſh to pay unlimited 
confidence to human authority in theſe 
© matters, I ſhall have recourſe ro more 
© ſubſtantial, viz. 4:vine.'—that is, to the 
farmer's own authority or to that of his 
Goſpel teacher. Either the farmer or he 
bes changed the truth of God into a ye, Rom. 
I. 26. By their perverſe application of the 
ſacred writings, they have cauſed them to 
aſſert what by their inſpired authors they 

were never intended to utter, I which 
epiſtles, of St. Paul, are ſome things hard to 

be underſtood, which they that are unlearned, 
ignorant in divine matters, and ue in 
| their 
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their opinions, firſt adopting one and then 
another, and endeavouring to alledge ex- IB 
tracts from Scripture in ſupport of all their 
various and ditierent perſuaſions, 2s, as | 
they do alſo the uther Scriptures, unto their 
Wn wcj:tuftic. 2 Pet. III. 16. But the 
we 0” an Agel from Heaven preach any other | 
Gepe to you than that which we have preach- 

ed unto you, let bim be accurſed. Gal. 1. 8. 
Permit me, with due deference to the ſupe- « 
rior diſcernment of the farmer and his Goipel | £ 
teacher, ro lubmit to their ſerious medita- {| 
tion the above paſſages of the facred vo- t 
lume: the genuine ſenſe of which is much 
more obvious thin that of thoſe adduced in 
ſupport of their favourite tenet. For the 
word of God is quick, and powerful, and 
Harper than any two edred ſword, Heb. iv. 
12. It is an inſtrument not to be trifled I 
Witch: the uſe of it either does much good D 
or much harm. And thoſe who, without 0 
a due preparation, take upon themſclyves n 
the wielding of this piercing weapen, dan- KU v 
gerous indeed in the hands of pride and L 


vanity, may kereafter five reaſon to repent ] tl 
of their preſumption, when !t is tog lite to ſt 
heal the deadly wounds they have made by f al 
their ill directed man2gement of this divine fr 


weapon, 
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weapon, ſalutary only when guided by t the 
diſcretion of the humble and the devout 
Chriſtian, 


© Poſſibly Mr, Hett did not think of theſe 


© preachers.” 


Mr. Hett was frequently examined and 
ſcriouſly meditated upon the edifying works 
of the ſicred penmen: and he is ſincerely 
grieved to ſee their heavenly compoſitions 
brought forward in the vindication of licen- 
tiouſneſs and impiety. 


But as ] pay very little regard to human 
t authority in divine matters, myſelf, &c. 


Hear him! hear him! ye Grotiuſes, ye 


Lowths, and ye Hammonds, and thou 


Matthew Pole, the learned and induſtrious 
collector of the various opinions of com- 
mentators on the whole body of the ſacred 
writings in ſeven large volumes in folio! 
Hear ye this cultivator of the ground, or 
this decorator of the outſide of the Attic 
ſtory of the human edifice, ſetting at naught 
all your uſctul labours, and caiting them 
from them with the ſame degree of indig- 

F 4 nation 
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nation as the one would a retten turnep, 


or the other the end of @ greaſy vil band, 
when ſet in competition with the innate 
intelligence contained within the circum- 
ference of their own ſagacious noddles, But 
Solomon, who has generally been allowed 
to have poſſeſſed a moderate ſhare of diſ- 
cernment, has fully explained this matter. 
The ſluggard, that is, one who. is too indo- 
lent and too ſelf. conceited to beſtow vpcn 
the moſt ſerious, the moſt intricate con- 
cerns a ſolemn inveſtigation, is wwi/er in bis 
own conceit, than ſeven men who can render a 
reaſon. Prov. xxvi. 16. 


What Mr. Fett will do with thoſe al- 


ready mentioned I know not. 


certainly could explain the paſſages the 
farmer has quoted; and were I to give the 
true interpretation of them, they would be 
totally inapplicable to his purpoſe. But 
as he has already declared, that he pays 
very little regard to human authority in 
divine matters, (I hope he is of a different 
opinion with regard to affairs of a civil 
nature) I cannot exped that any illuſtra- 


tion of mine c2uld claim from him 
any 
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any degree of attention, And though it 
may not immediately occur to the farmer 
what I might be able to do with the 
paſſages in queſtion, it does not therefore 
follow that I ſhould be ignorant of their 
true meaning. The farmer does not know 
every thing : and there are many things in 
the line of his profeſſion of the nature of 
which 1 am totally ignorant. The regular 
courſe of huſbandry, the breeding and the 


feeding of ſheep, the buying and the ſel- 
ling of oxen, with all the operations of agri- 
culture, I profeſs myſelf to be as utter a 
ſtranger to as the child unborn, But I can- 
not help ſuppoſing that, from ſeveral years of 
ſtudy and application, I may poſſibly have 
acquired ſome little knowledge of the true 
and genuine ſenſe of the facred writers. As 
I am very fond of the Bible, and do verily 
believe it to be the moſt excellent and 
the molt uſeful book that ever was 
or ever will be penned, and am literally 
convinced that in it are to be found not only 
the beſt precepts of religion and morality, 
but alſo the wiſeſt maxims for the govern- 
ment of life and manners, I hope I hall 
not give offence to the farmer's tranſcendent. 
penctration if 1 lay before him a paſſage 
F 5 from 
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from the wiſe ſon of Sirach though he be 
an Apocryphal author, The wiſdom of a 
learned man cometh by opportunity ef leiſure : 
eng be that hath little Luſineſs ſhall become 
wiſe. How can he get wiſdom that boldeth 
the plow, and ti at glorieth in the goad, and 
that ariveth oxen, and is occupied in thetr 
labours, aud whoſe talk is of bullocks? He 
giveth his mind to make furrows, and is dili- 
gent to give the kine fodder. Then the wiſe 
lon of Sirach, for wile he has ever been 
accounted, notwichitanding what the 
farmer and his friends may think or ſay 
of him, mentions every carpenter and work- 
maſier, they that cut and grave ſeals, the 
faith alſo fitting at the anvil, and the potter 
fitting at his work ; and he might have added 
the taylor who handleth the needle, and the 
barber whoſe employment it is to bend the 
hair of man; all theſe, ſays he, truſt to their 
hands and every one is wiſe in his work, 
Without theſe cannot a city be inhabited : 
and they ſhell not dwell where they will, nor 
go up aud down : they ſhall rot be ſought for in 
publick counjel, nor fit high in the congregation : 
they ſoall not fit on the Junges ſeat, nor un- 
derſtand the ſentence of judgment : they caunet 


declare juſtice and judgment; and they ſnall 
not 


5 


not be found where parables are ſpoken. Hut 
they will maintain the ſlate of the world and 
all their defire fhail be in their craft. 
Eccluſ. xxxvlii. 24. &c, From the ob- 
vious ſenſe of this paſſage it is as cl-ar as 
the ſun at noon day, that this antient teacher 
of wiſdom was of opinion, that the mental 
powers of huſbandmen and mechanicks 
ought to be chiefly, it not ſolely confined 
to the buſineſs of their own trade or pro- 
feſſion; that it is entirely out of their pro- 
vince to take upon themſelves the regu- 
lation of affairs eiche r in church or ate, 
for the beſt reaſon in the world, becauſe 
they have not had either leiſure or oppor- 
tunity to make themſelves maſters of ſub- 
Jets ſo profound and ſo intricate; that it 
is not their buſineſs to attempt to inveſtigate 
matters of deep diſquiſition and ſuch as in- 
volve remote conſequences ; that—- 


« But had this very wiſe ſon of Sirach, 
ce in whoſe praiſe you are ſo abundantly 
« diffuſe, read Paine's Rights of Man? And 
e does not that original {elf inſtructed ge- 
« nius, Thomas Paine, tell every free- born 
« Engliſhman and make it clearer than the 
% ſun at noon day, that we are all equal: 

F 6 « equal 
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Ein 


ce equal in rights, equal in underſtanding, 
« equal in knowledge, equal in every thing 
- except property. Hoc opus, bic labor 
« eff, Why then ſhould not a laborious 
ce huſbandman or an ingenious mechanick be 
ce able to give as true an interpretation of the 
ce Scriptures, extempore and without pre- 
© meditation, as any learned man in Chriſt- 
© endom, or as all of them put together?“ 


Thanks, ten thouſand thanks to thee, 
inviſible power, whoever or whatever thou 
art, who haſt ſuggeſted to me the true and 
only ſolution of this to mere human abili- 
ties inexplicable enigma. "Thou haſt pur 


into my hands the termination of the clew. 


which will conduct me in ſafety through 
this mazy labyrinth, The penetrating 
Thomas Paine is the Alexander who has 
unravelled the Gordian knot of wiſdom and 
has ſubmitted its moſt delicate and almoſt 
imperceptible filaments to the ſurvey of 
every beholder, however incurious and in- 
attentive. A man may now be in a ſtate 
of oſcitancy during his whole life, and (till 
attain the whole ſyſtem of human informa- 


tion, O ye compilers of the Encyclopedia 


Britannica! what a ſet of numſkuls mult 
| 70 
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ye be, thus to miſapply your powers and 
to miſpend your time. And ye purchaſers 
of that learned and expenſive work! from 
the moment you read this, write to your 
reſpective bookſellers and order them in- 
ſtantly to deſiſt from tranſmitting to you 
any more quarto volumes crowded with 
letter-preſs, at half a guinea each. Paine's 
Rights of Man, a ſixpenny pamphlet, which 
being lodged in a ſide pocket made for the 
purpoſe, will be ever at your elbow as a 
friend and privy counſellor, contains more 
real inſtruction than will be found in the 
whole of this voluminous work ; which will 
of itſelf, when completed, fill a book-caſe, 
and can only be referred to when a man is 
in his ſtudy. Henceforward, to the very 
end of your days, read, mark, learn, and 
inwardly digeſt Paine's Rights of Man. 
This is the book, THE BIBLE : and he, 
who is thoroughly acquainted with its pre- 
cious contents, is the MAN, in ſeigſo totus 
teres atque rotundus, He comprehends in 
his own proper perſon, King, Lords, and 
Commons; Archbifhops, Biſhops, Prieſts 
and Deacons ; the legiſlative and executive 
authority ; an univerſal knowledge of things 
divine and human, There is no enterpriſe 
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ſo arduovs which he 1s not ready to under- 
take; none fo obſtinately difficult which he 
is not able to overcome; no myſtery fo 
intricate and perplexed which he cannot diſ- 
entangle, and be all the time whiſtling the 
renovated tune of Allv Croker. 

leſſed days! Happy iſland of Great 
Britain! Our Queens of Sheba recd not 
travel fo far as to {oil a pair of red Morocco 
ſlippers in order to hear the wiſdom of a 
Solomon. Qn petis, hic . We have 
Solomons at the end of eyery lane, at the 
turning of cveiy ſtrect: they are as gnats 
or as graſshoppers for multitude. With us 
it is no uncommon caſe to ſee the ſoaring 
genius of a Newton hanging over the plow 
tail ; the comprehenſive faculties of a Bacon 
ſhaping a pair of breeches; or the dilcri- 
minating powers of a locke adjuſting the 
curls of a perizwig, Bleftled days when, and 
happy ifland where this volume of univerſal 


knowledge in a nut- hell, this Coloſſus of 
the rights of man fi.it diew in the vital. 


air! 

It was ſaid, by him who was announced 
by the oracle of Apollo as the wiſeſt man 
in all Greece, tnat by a long and painful 


courſe of ſtudy he had at length diſcovered, 
that 


pr 


ien 


that he knew nothing. To the ſuppoſed 
difficulty of arriving at the knowledge of 
the real nature of th ngs is to be attributed 
alſo that nonſenſical adage of our forefathers 
that“ Truth lies in a well.” How en- 
viable then is the advantage of every free- 
born Engliſhman in theſe enlightened days, 
who has it in his power to know every thing 
without any ſtudy, any application at all! 
When truth, ſo far from being depreſſed to 
the bottom of a well, floats upon the ſur- 
face of every ſtream ? Beſides the know- 
ledge attained in this ſummary way has in- 
variably this valuable privilege annexed, 
that the poſſeſſors of it are never in the 
wrong, To convince them of an error 
would be as fruitleſs an attempt, as to en- 
deavour to drive ſenſe into a /eve, reaſon 
into a ll of pomatum, or comprehenſion 
into a cabbage. | 


© His weaving pariſhioner, whom he 
thought not worth convincing of his er- 


© ror, is a Character I have no communion 


© with,” 


How vain any cffort of mine would have 
proved to convince the weaver of his error 
may 
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may be imagined from this ſole circum- 
ſtance, At the pariſh meeting mentioned 
in my former epiſtle, I produced to the 
company a letter written and ſigned by this 
very man, of three pages in folio, and ad- 
dreſſed to me with a view of informing me 
and convincing me of my erroneous opi- 
nions. This letter was by my opponent 
and his friend and patron aſſerted to contain 
the ſum and ſubſtance of the whole Chriſtian 
religion. It may poſſibly be true, that my 
opponent has at preſent no communion 
with my weaving pariſhioner. As ſoon as 
it was diſcovered that this convert had been 
fimple enough to blab out the ſecrets of the 
facred conclave, and that he had commus=- 
nicated to the ears of the profane, that 
Antinomians dont ſtand much upon works, 
he was formally excommunicated from any 
further connection wich the venerable bro— 
therhood. But that he was admitted to a 
knowledge of the myſterious doctrines and 
to a purticipation of the high privileges of 
Antinomianiſm by ſome one or other of the 
prieſts of this ſeEt is v har, I believe, from 
a concurrence of circumſtances, to be a 
fact. Theſe illuſtrious patrons of libertiniſm 
have certainly bchaved to the poor man in 

a very 
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a very ſcurvy manner, They have taught 
him that a wicked life 1s no impediment in 
the way of ſalvation; they have pointed 
out and recommended to his choice, be 
wide gate and the broad way that leageth to 
deſtruction, juſt ſet him off upon his journey 
and then left him to poke out his way by 
himſelf, He may miſtake his road: he 
may fall into my hands, and then he will 
have all his ſteps to tread back again; and, 
according to my mode of teaching, will 
have to exert many a painful ſtruggle be- 
fore he will be able to enter into that ftrait 
gate and that narrow way which leadeth unta 
life. Matth. vii. 13, 14. 


The neceſſity of defending myſelf and 
© friends againſt his calumnies, which he 
© has fallely raiſed againſt us. 


A calumny is a falſe tale invented and 
propagated for the depreciation of any one 
in the eſtimation of others. Whatever I 
have related are facts. And in corrobora:ion 
of what I advance, I believe not only that 
good works, but moreover that words of 
truth are effentially neceſſary to ſalvation. 
And in this perſuaſion I am ſupported by 

1 the 
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the word of God. Tying lips are abomi- 
nation te the Lord: but they that deal truly are 
bis delight. Prov. xii, 22. By thy xvords 
thcu ſhalt be juſtified, and by thy words thou 
ſhalt be condemned. Matth. xii. 37. 


For which alſo conſider honeſtly and 
* impartially his own ſpirit and the pro- 
© ductions thereof,” 


The productions of my ſpirit are ſuch 
as I am not aſhamed to acknowledge; and 
therefore I have added at the end of theſe 
pages the two which may have occaſioned 
the cenſure of the farmer and his friends, 
If I know any thing of myſelf and my own 
ſpirit, I dont recolle& ever writing or com- 
mitting to the preſs any word or ſentiment 
which could make one honeſt man my foe, 
If productions ſimilar to the trifles annexed 
give Pain to a certain deſcription of men ; 
this circumſtince clearly evinces of what 
ſpirit they are of. 

Having now adverted to the epiſile of 
my antagoniſt in the moſt circumſtantial 
manner; and having in the couiſe of my 
reflections endeavoured to demonſtrate what 


is not; 1 will in the next place apply myſelt 
ro 
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to expoſe to the publick what 7s the real 
foundation of the aſſertion that * good 
© works are not cflentially neceſſary to ſal- 
“ vation.” As to the attempt to ſupport 
this falſe and pernicious tenet by an appeal 
to the articles of the Church of England, 
to the Floly Scriptures, or to the works of 
our ableſt divines, who concur with one 
voice againlt it; this was a mere feint in 
order to draw off the attention from the 
ſtrong hold, the fortified camp of the ene- 
my. That the reader may know the origin 
and the principles of that ſect of Chriſtians 
called Antinomians, I will lay before him 
the account given of them by Moſheim in 
his Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory: which is generally 


appealed to as authority in caſes of this 


nature. 
Cent. xvii. Sect. II. Part. II, 


XXII. While Oliver Cromwell held 
© the teins of governmear in Gre.t-Brituin, 
call ſects, even thoſe that diſhonoured true 
© religion, in the moſt ſhocking manner by 
© their fanaticiſm or their ignorance, enjoyed 
© a full and unbounded liberty of profeſſing 
© publick]ly their reſpeCtive docti ines. The 

© Epiſcopalians 
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© Epiſcopalians alone were excepted from 
© this toleration, and received the moſt ſe- 
© vere and iniquitous treatment, The bi- 
© ſhops were deprived of their dignities and 
© revenues, and felt the heavy hand of op- 
« preſſion in a particular manner,” 


XXIII. Among the various religious 
© fations, that ſprung up in Englan during 
© this period of confuſion and anarchy, we 
© may mention a certain ſect of Preſby- 
© terians, who are called by their adverſaries 
© An inoT1ans, or enemies of the law, and 
© ſtill ſubſiſt even in our times. The An- 
© tinomians.are a more rigid kind of Cal- 
© viniſts, who pervert Calvin's doctrine of 
© abſolute decrees to the worſt purpoſes, by 
© drawing fromm it concluſions highly detri- 
© mental to the intereſt of true religion and 
virtue. Such is the judgment that the 
© other Preſbyterizn communities form of 
© this perverſe and extravagant ſect. Se- 
© yeral of the Antinomians (for they are 
© not all pr ciſely of the ſame mind) look 
© upon it as unneceſſary for Chriſtian mi- 
© niſters to exhort their lock to a virtuous 
© practice and a pious obedience to the di- 
* vine law,” „ fince they whom God has 

« elected 
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« ęlected to ſalvation by an eternal and im- 
te mutable decree, will, by the irreſiſtible 
ce impulſe of divine grace, be led to the 
ce practice of piety and virtue; while they 
ce who are doomed by a divine decree to 
ce eternal puniſhment, will never be engaged, 
© by any exhoriations or admonitions, how 
ce affecting ſoever they may be, to a vir- 
ce tuous courſe; nor have they it in their 
ce power to obey the divine law, when the 
“ ſuccours of divine grace are withheld 
«© from them.” From theſe p-.inciples 
© they concluded, that the Miniſters of the 
© Goſpel di.charged ſufficiently their paſtoral 
function, when they inculcated the neceſ- 
© ſity of farth in Chriſt and proclaimed the 
* bleilings of the new covenant to their 
© people. Another, and till more hideous 
© form of Antinomianilm is that which is 
© exhibited in the opinions of other doctors 
© of that ſcct; who maintain © that as the 
ce ele& cannot fall from Grace, nor forteit 
© the divine favour; ſo it follows, that the 
© wicked actions they commit, and the vio- 
ce Jations of the divine law with which they 
*« are chargeable, are not really ſinful, nor 
© are to be conliclered as inſtances of their 
e departing from the law of God; and that 

e conſequently, 
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cc conſequently, they have no occaſion either 
« to confeſs their ſins, or to break them off 
© by repentance. Thus adaltery, for ex- 
ce ample, in one of the ele, though it ap- 
ce pear ſinful in the ſight of men, and be 
cc conſidered univerſally as an enormous vi- 
« gation of the divine Jaw; yet is not a fin 
ce jn the ſight of God; becaule it is one of 
ce the eſſential diſtinctive characters of the 
« elect, that hey cannot do any thing which 
ce 75 either diſplzaſing to God or prohivited by 
« the lat. 

Whichever of the two above recited 
ſyſtems of Antinomianiſm my opponent and 
his inſtructors may have adopted, whether 
that of irre/itible impulſes, or the unpecca- 
bility of the elect, the ſeveral facts and doc- 
trines which I have enumerated and attri— 
buted to them, in my former epiſtle, and 
which my adverſary has in reality acknow- 
ledged and endeavoured to vindicate 1n his 
anſwer, become clear and eaſily accounted 
for. Good works and bad works are upon 
theſe ſuppoſitions placed upon the fame 
footing with each other with regard to ſal- 
vation: a murderer is not criminal; and 


he who ſaves the life of a fellow creature, 
even 
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even at the expence of his own, does no- 
thing more than what he was impelled to 
by an irreſiſtible impulſe. 

1 he candle of the Lord ; the law written 
in the heart; the revealed will of God; 
| the inherent difference between good and 
evil; the amiableneſs of virtue, and the 
turpitude of vice} the ſatisfaction invariably 
attendant upon good actions, and the ſor- 
row ncceſiarily conſequent upon wicked 
ones; the natural and univerſal conviction 
of a future retribution according to our 94 
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word, , DEATH AND JUDGMENT, HEAVEN 11 Bil 
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a man's eyes, and lead him a wild gooſe 
chaſe in the purſuit of a m-re nonentity, if he 
be either not a fice, or nor a moral and an 
accountable agent: if he be either the un- 
conſcious flave of irrefiitible unpuiſes ; or if, 
notwithſtanding the 1:tentionally good or 
evil tendency of his actions, he be antece- 
dently domed to unalienable election or 
irredeemable reprobation ? If he be really 
predeſtined to ſupport this or that character 
in life, whether he will or not; to what pur- 
poſe can it be to aſlign to him any rules of 

conduct 
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conduct at all, as though he were a free 
agent, and were poſſeſſed of an indepen- 
dent power of approbation or diſlike, of 
choice or rejection? What is this but to 
make God, who created man, and ſubjected 
him to this fatal neceſſity, the ultimate au- 
thor of all the ſin committed in the world? 
Our Saviour ſays—T here is none good but 
one, that is God. Matth. xix. 179. The 
Antinomian declares,——There is none evil 
but one, that is I] heſitate to add the 
incomprehenſible name to fo blaſphemous 
an aſſertion, Again, if of the elect all the 
actions, even thoſe eſteemed the moſt 1na- 
lignantly criminal or the moſt difintereſtedly 
meritorious, be in themſelves equal, and 
not one in a greater degree than another 
deſerving of the divine diſpleaſure or ap- 
probation ; why do we find impreſſed upon 
every human breaſt, whether its previous 
allotment be ſalvation or perdition, a ſtrong 
and irreverſible ſenſe of their difference? 
Why is every vprizht man cheered with 
the hope of reward, and every deceitful 
one harraſſed with the horror of puniſh- 
ment, if both the one and the other be 
equally incapable of good or evil, of com- 


parative deſert or demerit? Is it poſſible, 
a even 
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even for an inſtant, to admit that a God 
of truth and goodneſs can impoſe upon his 
rational creatures ſo palpable a deluſion ? 
If you withdraw the foundation, the free, the 
moral, the accountable nature of man, you 
effectually demoliſh the ſuperſtructure, Rx- 

' LIGION NATURAL AND REVEALED. 
And what will be left for the ſupport of 
CIVIL SOCIETY AND GOOD GOVERNMENT ? 
Take away the criminality of wicked actions, 
and there is inftantly an end of both the 
one and the other. By removing this bar= 
trier, you admit every ſpecies of violence; 
you put a club into the hand of the ruffian 
and a dagger into the hand of the aſſaſſin; 
| ſubordination is no more; confuſion and 
| havock, plunder and murder reign trium- 
| phant. The fear of the halter or the gibbet, 
of the vengeful arm of a ſtronger or the 
artful ſtratagems of a more crafty adverſary, 
are the only obſtacles to the execution of 
the moſt diabolical purpoſes, If a man can 
but once perſuade himſelf, and he is the 
ſole arbiter in the caſe, that he is irreſiſtibly 
impelled to undertake any thing, of how- 
ever atrocious a nature and tendency, that 
he will inevitably perpetrate. And what 
may he not be induced to attempt under the 
\ | | G influence 
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influence of ſo compulſory a perſuaſion ?— 
to commit murder, adultery, robbery, or 
any other wicked deed to which he feels 
himſelf ſtimulated by a violent propenſity. 
Or being convinced that he is one of the 
elect, and conſequently, let him do what 
he will he ſinneth not; the ſole rule of his 
actions will be that inclination which for the 
moment happens to predominate. 


Antinomianiſm is the conſummation of 


Paine's ſyſtem. Paine ſays that all men are 


equal; and encourages the lower orders of 
ſociety to ſupplant and to diſplace the higher 


ones by every means in their power, For 


the completion of the plan, Antinomianiſm 
ſopplies the ſanction of religion, and aſſerts 
that there is no kind of harm in all the fla- 
grant enormities committed in the ſtruggle 
for ſuperiority : it was either foreordained to 
be ſo and could not be otherwiſe ; or what 
may appear criminal in the eyes of men is 
perfectly innocent in the ſight of God. Re- 
courſe need not be had to Atheiſm, in order 
to account for the numerous inſtances of 


injuſtice and cruelty which have taken 


place in a neighbouring kingdom: the union 
of the principles of the above political and 


religious ſects will abundantly authorize the 
| horrid 
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horrid and before unheard of crimes per- 
petrated in that diſtracted country. 

The Antinomian chapel is not “ a ſhop 
of profaneneſs.“ It is the TEMPLE OF 
IMPIETY ; from the infernal tripos of 
which, to the diſgrace of humanity and to 
the eternal diſhonour of its officiating prieſts, 
has iſſued this falſe and pernicious doctrine, 
that, “good works are not eſſentially ne- 
ceſſary to ſalvation.“ 

The interpreters of Antinomianiſm are 
not © a triple- headed monſter,” They are 
a LERN/EAN HYDRA, pregnant with miſ- 
chief to the ſouls and the bodies of men : 
the baneful effects of whoſe principles, no- 
thing but the Herculean arm of publick 


| precaution can annihilate. 


cannot help feeling myſelf very much 


affected with the unpleaſant truths I am 
| obliged to utter in defence of the truth it- 
| ſelf, againſt thoſe who are my fellow-crea- 
| tures, worſhippers of the ſame God, ſancti- 
fied by the ſame Spirit, and redeemed by the 
| fame Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt ; but 
what I owe to the ruth as it is in Jeſus is 
with me paramount to all human conſider- 
ations, And I would not have my reader 
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to ſuppoſe, nor they themſelves to ſuſpect, 
that I mean to charge them with any in- 
tention of putting into execution the ine- 
vitable conſequences of their principles. 
Indeed I have a far better opinion of them; 
and from my heart I do verily believe, that 
they have been induced, for want of due 
deliberation and by a ſpirit of ſelf-ſufficiency, 
to embrace a ſyſtem of tenets with the 
conſequences of which they were utterly 
unacquainted, 

I acknowledge the frivolouſneſs of wit 
when weighed in the balance againſt true 
wiſdom. And as my opponent has kindly 
admoniſhed me reſpecting the future ule of 
my wit, neither he nor his friends can be 
offended, If I ſuggeſt to them a hint or two 
reſpecting what they ſuppoſe to be their 
wiſdom. A miſtake in the uſe of the latter 
is of a much more pernicious tendency than 
an error in the application of the former, 


And that I may tender to them my advice 
with as much delicacy as poſſible, I will not F 
offer it to their conſideration in my own 


words, but in thoſe of the great Apoſtle. 


And that ye ſtudy to be quiet, and to do your 


own buſineſs, and to work with your own} 
hands, 
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hands, as we commanded you, 1 Theſſ. iv, 
13. Had the ſage informers of my adver- 
ſary conſcientiouſly adhered to this advice 
of the Apoſtle during the whole courſe of 
their lives, they would have had no reaſon 
to repent of their attachment, 

To this paſſage from the book of life, 1 
will ſubjoin an extract which was pointed 
out to me for their edification by a truly 
ſincere and humble Chriſtian, It is taken 
from the © New Weeks Preparation for re- 
ceiving the Holy Sacrament,“ page 128. 

Secondly, Happy is that meckneſs and 
s poverty of ſpirit, which induſtriouſly 
« declines the rugged paths of controverſy 
« and captious diſputes; and walks in the 
« plain ſmooth way of duty and practical 
& religion; which ſtudies God's commands 
“ and labours to underſtand things of a 
ce ſize with its own capacity, without trou- 
ce bling itſelf about his doings and decrees.” 

Thirdly, © Too many inſtances there are 
« of daring men, who, by preſuming to ſound 
« the deep things of religion, have cavilled 
and argued themſelves out of all religion. 
© Theſe men mittake their buſineſs : for 
« the thing required of a Chriſtian is, not 
e penetration and ſubtlety of wit, nice diſ- 
G 3 ce tinction, 
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tinction, or ſublime notions, but victorious 
faith and an holy life, ſobriety and tem- 
s perance and chaſtity, juſtice and charity, 
„ piety and devotion.” 

Having paſſed many agreeable moments; 
moments, the employment of which I ſhall 
never regret; in vindicating my own cha- 
racter, in diſproving a falſe opinion, and in 
offering to my opponents the molt wiſe and 
falutary counſel 

May that great and good being, who ſees 

and hears and knows all things; before 
whole dread tribunal the wiſe and the fooliſh, 
the righteous and the wicked ſhall appear 
on the final day, of retribution, in order to 
receive according to the deeds done in the 
body, whether they be good or whether 
they be evil—May he of his infinite mercy 
vouchſafe to engrave, with a pen of ada- 
mant, in indelible characters, upon the tablet 
of the hearts of his miſinformed creatures, 
thele everlaſting truths- WITHOUT HOLI- 
NESS NO MAN SHALL SEE THE Los b. Heb. 
X11. 14. BLESSED ARE THE PURE IN HEART, 
FOR THEY SHALL SEE GOD. Matth. v. 8. 


L.1xcoLN, Oct. 25, 1793. 
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TO ALL TRUE BRITONS. 


FRIENDS TO THE 


KING any CONSTITUTION. 
Tune Hearts of Oak. 


v E friends to religion good order and Jaws, 
Who join heart and hand in ſo noble a cauſe; 
Who'd fight, bleed, and die in defence of your King, 
With true loyal hearts raiſe your voices and ſing; 
CHORUS, 


George the third and the laws are friends ta honeſt men; 


Let's always be ready, 
Steady, boys, ſteady, 
To ſupport laws and king, boys, again and again, 


Whilſt thro' France's wide realms reſtleſs anarchy reigns, 

And famine's grim form hovers o'er her ſad plains ; 

Peace and plenty's bright radiance illumines.our- iſle, 

Each face is, or ought to be, deck'd with a ſmile, 
George the third, &c. 


And are there thoſe men, who, our bliſs to deſtroy, 

Would blaſt thoſe ſweet comforts they will not enjoy. 

Their plots and vile treaſons being all brought to liglit, 

May they, Judas-like, hang themſelves out of ſpite, 
George the third, Ic, 


Whilſt their leader Tom Paine deals confuſion around, 
And daſhes each fabrick of peace to the ground; 
On a rock may our laws and religion ſtill ſtand, 
And our iſle be the refuge of each falling land, 
George the third, c. 


December 19, 1792. G 4 
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For the fourth of June 1793, being his 
MaJesTyY's BIRTH-Dav, and addrefied Þ 
to the Officers of the Royal North- Þ 


Lincolnſhire Militia. 
— —— FH... 


« Wren Britain firſt, at heaven's command, 
„ Aroze from out the azure main; 
„This was the charter of the land, 
* And guardian angels ſung the train 


s: Rule, Britannia, Britannia rules the waves, 
% Britons never ſhall be flaws, 


« The nations not ſo bleſt as thee, 
« Shall in their turns to ruin fall ; 

«© Whilſt thou ſhalt flouriſh great and free, 
The dread and envy of them all.“ 


Rule, Britannia, &c. 


In days of yore thus ſung the bard, 

And time confirms the poet's lays, 
No danger Albion's ſons retard, 

In arts and arms they wear the bays, 


Rule, Britannia, &Cc, 


And ſoremoſt {till in generous deeds, 
For Gallia's hapleſs race ſhe feels: 

The naked clothes, the hungry feeds, 

And all their ſad affliction heals. 


Rule, Britannia, &e. 


Ang 


At 


Ye 


n 


And ye, brave men, who leave your wives, 
Your children—all the good hold dear, 

Ye riſk for us your health—your li ves 
For you we pray—and drop a tear, 


Rule, Britannia, &. 


Whilſt Sophiſts vain their God deny, 

And hurl their King to realms below; 
May he who rules ſupreme on high 

Long lite and health on GEORGE beſtow, 


3 
Rate, Britannia, &c. p 
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GOOD WORKS: 


ADDRESSED TO 


The Antinomian Brethren, 


FOR THEIR 


CONVICTION AND CONVERSION. 


For we through the Spirit wait for the hope of righteouſ- 
neſs by faith. For in Chriſt Jeſus neither circumciſion 
availeth any thing, nor uncircumciſion z but faith which 
worketh by love. Gal. v. 5, 6. 
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ADVERTISEMENT, 


THE author of the following pages 
humbly ſolicits the indulgence of the Pub- 
lick, for once more attempting to engage 
their attention upon a topick, relative to 
the diſcuſſion of which ſome of them may 
have already exclaimed, with ſome. degree 
of warmth, Obe, jam ſatis et! The ſubject 
has taken poſſeſſion of his mind, and he is 
willing to place it in different points of 
view, in order to bring about, if poſſible, 
the conviction and the converſion of ſome 
one or other of the Antinomian brethren, 
When he thus flatters himſelf, he does not 
preſume that what he can advance in de- 
fence of the truth will have any the leaſt in- 
fluence upon either the High Prieſts of this 
ſect or their devoted champion; who have 
formally renounced any allegiance to human 
authority in divine matters. But it may 
be, that there are ſome amongſt their nu- 
merous converts, who have not arrived at 
that pitch of malignant virulence againſt 


3 their 
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their ſuperiors 1n literary attainments, as to 


treat all their well-meant endeavours with 


abhorrence and contempt. And ſhould the 
author ſo far ſucceed, as to convince one of 


theſe more diffident and leſs determined 
Antimonians, that good works, or the con- 
Seientious practice of moral virtues, upon a 
principle of OBEDIENCE TO THE LAW OF 
GoD, and not merely becauſe the effects of 
them are GOOD AND PROFITABLE UNTO 
MEN, are eſſentially neceſſary to the ſalvation 
of a Chriſtian ; the end he propoſes to him- 
ſelf in the preſent publication would be 
abundantly anſwered, 


Good 
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Good Works. 


Vis deos propitiare? Bonus efto. Satis illos 
coluit quiſquis imitatus eſt, Seneca, 


TH ERE is none uniformly and perfectly 
good but one, that is GOD. Matth. xix. 17. 
All the rational creatures of the Deity are 
of neceſſity inferior to him; and to a cer- 
tain degree and in different meaſures are 
ſubject to imperfections, as well in their 
ideas as in the execution of them. In their 
ideas: no inferior nature can compaſs the 
notion of pure perfection. The attributes 
of the Supreme Being can only be deſcribed 
by negatives: he is ſaid to be a ſpirit, 
without parts, without paſſions; infinite in 
goodneſs, in wiſdom, in power; that is, to 
a finite capacity incomprehenfible, Behold 
be putteth uo truſt in his ſaints; yea, tbe 
heavens are not clean in his ſight, Job. xv. 15. 
and bis angels he chargeth with folly, 
iv, 18. Canſt thou by ſearching find out Cod? 
Canſt thou find out the Almighty to perfection? 

Job 
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Job xi. 7, 8. In the execution of them: 
no created being is able to act up to the 
deficient pattern of excellence which he en- 
deavours to imitate, Hence the aſpirations 
of the moſt enlightened in all ages after 
what they have had ever in view, but have 
never been able to approach. The fair 
form of excellence has indeed exhibited a 
tranſient glimpſe of itſelf to their enchant- 
ed imagination; but no mortal has ever 
been admitted to the divine privilege of 
embracing her, Prov. iv. 8. No one has 
ever been ſo ſucceſsful in his endeavours, 


as to ſatiate the ever increaſing ardour of 


his ſoul with the proficiency he has already 
made in intellectual, moral, and religious 
improvement. ho can tel! how oft he of- 


fendeth ? O, cleanſe thou me from my ſecret 


faults. Pſ. xix. 12. Net as though I bad 


already attained, or were already perfet ; 
but I follow after, if that I may apprehend 
that, for which I am alſo apprehended of Chriſt 
Jeſus. Brethren, I count not myſelf to bave 
epprebended : but this one thing I do; for- 
getting thoſe things which are behind, and 
reaching forth unto thoſe things which are 


before, I preſs toward the mark, for the 
Prize 
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prize of the kigh calling of God in Chriſt 
Jeſus, Philip. iv. 12, 13, 14. 


© What are the works of God?“ 


The works of Creation, of Redemption, 
and of Providence. In theſe ſtupendous 
operations of the Deity are diſplayed in- 
numerable proofs of goodneſs, of viſdom, 
and of power. The nature and the excel- 
lence of ſome of theſe divine operations 
are, in part, diſcoverable by the faculties 
of man; but the far greater number of 
them, their cauſes and effects, their con- 
nexions and dependencies, are too deep 
for the keeneſt penetration, and too intri- 
cate for the moſt ſubtie diſcernment of 
mere human abilities; and are of fo pro- 
found and myfterious a nature, that even 
angelic intelligences deſire to look into them. 
1 Pet. i. 12. And God ſaw every thing that 
be had made, and behold, it was very good. 
Gen. i. 31. My father worketh hitherto, and 
1 work, John v. 17. 1 muſt work the work 
of him that ſent me, while it is day; for the 
night cometh when no man can work, John 
ix. 4. Are not two ſparrows ſold for a far- 


thing ? And one of them ſhall nat fall to the 
ground 
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ground without your father. But the very 
hairs of your head are all numbered. Matth. 
x. 29. O, the depth of the riches both of the 
wiſdom and knowledge of God! How un- 
ſearchable are his judgments, and his ways 
Paſt finding out ! Rom. x1. 33. 


© What are good works in angels, in 
men, in all rational natures ?” 


The attainment of the higheſt degree of 
perfection of which its nature is capable is 
not only the duty, but moreover the in- 
herent propenſity of every agent endued 
with reaſon and reflection, if its diſpoſition 
be not materially depraved, and almoſt un- 
alterably biafſed to that which is evil, This 
end cannot be obtained by any method ſo 
effectually as by propoſing for imitation the 
molt exalted model of excellence. All in- 
telligent beings therefore may be ſaid to be 
engaged in practices truly good axd worthy 
of their ſuperior faculties, when they are 
exerting them in an uniform endeavour to 
arrive as near to the only perfect pattern of 
goodaeſs, GOD himſelf, as the incurable 
infirmities of their reſpective natures, and 
the unavoidable diſadyantages of their dit- 
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ferent ſituations in life will admit, The 
good works of Angels are, on account of 
the ſuperiority of their natural endowments, 
more excellent than thoſe of mortals: the 
good works of men are, according to their 
difterent abilities and opportunities of im- 
provement, and the conſcientious applica- 
tion and purity of motive in the agent, 
poſſeſſed of various degrees of excellence. 
O praiſe the Lord, ye Angels of his, ye that 
excel in firength, ye that fulfil his command- 
ment, and hearken unto the voice of his 
words, O praiſe the Lord, all ye his hoſts; 
ye ſervants of his that do his pleaſure, Pſal. 
C!!11. 20, 21. Aud be locked up and ſaw the 
rich men caſting their gifts into the treaſury, 
And he jaw a5 a cerlain poor Widow caſtiuæ 
in thither two miles. And he ſaid, Of a truth 
1 jay unto you, that this poor widow hath 
caſt in mere than they all. For all theſe have 
of their abundance caſt in unto the offerings 
of God: but fhe, of her penury, hath caſt in 
all the living that ſhe had. Luke xxi. 
1. 2, 3, 4. He that receiveth a prophet, in 
the name of a prophet, ſhall receive a pro- 


phet's reward: and he that receiveth a 
righteous man in the name of a righteous man 
Hall receive a righteous man's reward. And 

| whoſoever 
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whoſoever ſhall give to drink unto one of theſe 
little ones a cup of cold water only, in the 
name of a diſciple ; verily, I ſay unto you, 
He ſhall in no wiſe loſe his reward, Matth. x. 
41, 42. 


© Are not theſe well- intended, though 
unavailing endeavours after perfection well- 
pleaſing and acceptable to the Supreme 
Being r 


If there be any thing beſides his own in- 
effable perfections which can afford any 
degree of complacency to the author and 
glver of all good, it muſt be a ſurvey of 
that unimpaired excellence which ſtill exiſts 
in the boundleſs extent of creation; or of 
thoſe exertions in his creatures which are 
intended either - to improve their original 
faculties, or to correct and to exalt to their 
primary ſtate thoſe powers which have been 
debaſed by a perverſe application of them. 
Hence it may be fairly ſuppoſed that a God 
of goodneſs and mercy, cannot but be ſa- 
tisfied with the contemplation of thoſe ef- 
forts of angelick natures, which are 
directed to a aſſimilate their own characters 


to the divine perfections; and of frail mor- 
_ tals, 
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| tals, whoſe object it is to renew that divine 
image in which they were originally created, 
For if God ſpared not the Angels that ſinned, 
but caſt them down to hell, and delivered them 
into chains of darkneſs, to be . reſerved unto 
judgment, &c. 2 Pet. ii. 4. See the parable 
of the talents delivered to the ſervants; to 
one five, to another two, to another one, 
according to his ſeveral ability; and the 
different rewards allotted to each by their 
Lord ſuitable to their reſpective improve- 
ments. Matth. xxv. 14. In my father's houſe 
are many manſions. John xv. 2,—for one ſtar 
differety from another ſtar in glory. So alſo 
is the reſurrection of the dead. 1 Cor. xv. 
41, 42. 


© But do the moſt excellent works of 
© Angels or of men poſleſs any inherent 
© merit with reſpect to God? 


The duties impoſed upon all rational 
natures are adequate to their abilities and 
their abilities adapted to their duties. At | 
whatever ſtate of improvement therefore lf 
they may arrive, they have done no more 
than 1t was their antecedent duty to per- 
form ; and he, who does not exceed the 
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limit of his neceſſary obligations, has no 
claim to any reward in conſequence of his 
perſonal exertions. A rational agent is no 
further meritorious in regulating its mo- 
tions according to the powers impoſed on 
it by its divine author, than are the heaven- 
ly bodies by perſiſting in their primary revo- 
lutions. The former is detained within the 
line of duty by the oppoſite and concurrring 
tendencies of reaſon and paſſion: the latter 
are held in their reſpective orbits by the 
ſimilar forces of attraction and repulſion. 
Man is fallen from the original purity of 
his nature, and conſequently, in numerous 
inſtances, comes ſhort of his real duty: he 
therefore, much leſs than ſome other rational 
natures, who have not debaſed themſelves 
by voluntary and actual tranſgreſſion, has 
not any pretenſion to the leaſt degree of 
merit with his Creator and Judge. Noth 
he thank that ſervant, becauſe he did the things 
that were commanded him? I trow not,— 
So likewiſe ye, when ye ſhall have done all 
thoſe things which are commanded: ycu, ſay, 
We are unprofitable ſervants : we have done 
that which was our duty to do. Luke xvil. 


9, 10. For who maketh thee to differ from 


another? And what haſt thou that thou didſt 
| not 
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not receive? Now if thou didſt receive it, 


why doft thou glory, as if thou hadſt not re- 
ceived it. 1 Cor. iv. 7. 


Though it be allowed that the good 
© works of beings ſuperior to man are en- 
© dued with no merit in the ſight of God, is 
it not probable that their pure and diſin- 
© tereſted endeavours after the divine per- 


fections are in ſome way or other re- 
© warded ?? 


Every virtuous exertion is, to a certain 
extent, its own reward: goodneſs neceſſa- 
rily produces felicity in the poſſeſſor of it. 
Add to this, a conviction of the approbation 


of all thoſe equal and ſuperior beings who 


ſee and applaud every attainment of excel- 
lence. 1 jay unto you, that likewiſe joy ſhall 
be in heaven over one ſinner that repenteth, 


Sc. Luke xv. 7. And to crown all, a ſenſe - 


of the conſtant preſence, concurrence, and 
favourable regard of God himſelf ; in whoſe 
preſence is the fulneſs of joy, and at whoſe right 
hand thereis pleaſure for evermore. Pl. xvi. 12. 
Theſe circumſtances may indeed with more 
propriety be ſtyled the natural concomitants, 
than the rewards of excellence amongſt 
uncorrupted rational beings. And there 1s 
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no abſurdity in conjecturing, that, after 
certain periods of probation, theſe elevated 
intelligences may be raiſed, in proportion 
to the accuracy and the duration of their 
obedience, to ſtill more and more exalted 


gradations of exiſtence; to a ſtill nearer 


approximation to the inexhauſtible fountain 
of all perfection. 


© In what do the good works of a human 
© being conſiſt ?? 


The will of God, whether made known 
by the light of nature or by revelation, is 
a tranſcript of his own perfections. A 


compliance with the injunctions of unerring 


wiſdom, has a direct tendency to amend the 
defects and to correct the vicious propen- 
ſities of human nature; and by ſo doing to 


reſtore that reſemblance to the character of 


the Deity in which it was at the firſt cre- 
ated. The good works of mortal agents 
therefore conſiſt in a conſtant endeavour 
after * an obedience to all God's command- 
ments, a perſuaſion of frequent deviations 


from the ſtrict line of duty, a regret for 


* See a Poem, © On Pride,” in, « Occaſional 
% Poems,” page 93. 
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paſt, and a dread of future offences, The 
preſence of theſe ſentiments will keep alive 
in his breaſt that degree of humility and of 
watchſulneſs, which is a temper of mind 
peculiarly ſuitable to an imperfect and fal- 
lible being. And the Lerd God commanded 
the man, ſaying, Of every tree of the garden 
thou mayeſt freely eat. But of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil, theu foalt not 
eat of it : for in the day thou eateſt thereof, 
thou ſhalt ſurely die. Gen. ii. 16, 17. 
Beho!d to obey is better than ſacrifice, and to 
hearken than the fat of rams. 1 Sam. xv. 
22. Then ſhall I not be aſhamed, when I 


have reſpeff unto all God's commandments, 


© But is this {ſcrupulous attention to uni- 
« verſal obedience eſſentially neceſſary to the 
© ſalvation of a diſciple of Jeſus ?? 


It was the intention of the laſt Adam to 
repair that Which was defaced, as well as to 
redeem that which was loſt by the tranſ- 
greſſion of the firit man Adam. With a 
view of effecting the former gracious pur- 
pole, he, both by precept and example, 
exhibited a pure and exalted ſpecimen of 
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piety, of charity, and of temperance; and 
enjoined upon his followers a ſtrict ob- 
ſervance of every ſocial, of every moral, 
of every religious duty, Hence it is, that 
without a conſcientious effort to practice 
thoſe good works, which are recommended 
in the Goſpel, as far as he is able, no 
Chriſtian can expect to acquire the favour 
of God, and to be delivered from the wrath 
to come. Vor thus it becometh us to fulfil 
all righteouſneſs, Matth. iii. 15. Think not 
thal I am come to deſtroy the law and the 
prophets: I am not come to deſtroy but to 
fulfil. For veiily, I fay unto you, till hea- 
ven and carth paſs, one jot or one titile ſhell 
in no wiſe paſs from the law till all be ful- 
filled. Wheoſoever ſhall break one of theſe 
leaſt commandments, and ſhall teach men fo, 


be ſhall be called the leaſt in the kingdom of 


heaven: but whoſoever ſhall do and teach 
them, the ſame ſhall ve called great in the 
kingdom of heaven. Matth. v. 17, 18, 19. 
For whoſoever ſhall keep the wwhole law, and 
yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all. 
James ii. 10. Jf you love me, keep my com- 
mandments, John xiv. 15. Circumciſion 1s 
nothing, and uncircumciſien is nothing, but 


the keeping of the commanaments of God. 
1 Cor, 


(n 


1 Cor. vii. 19. He became the author of 
eternal ſalvation, unto all them that obey 


him, Heb. v. 9. 


© If the good works of a Chriſtian, tho' 
© effentially neceſſary to ſalvation, yet are 
e not in themſelves meritorious in the f gh 


© of God; to what is to be attributed his 


© claim to the eternal rewards of happineſs 
in heaven?! 


To the free Grace of God through Jeſus 
Chriſt. This ineſtimable benefit is called 
free; becauſe the maker and lover of ſouls 
was influenced to it by no other motive 
than his own mercy and goodneſs. But 
God commende!> his love towards ts, in that 
while wwe were yel ſinners, Chriſt died for 
us, Rom. v. 8. That as fin bath reigned 
anto death, even fo might grace reign thro' 
righteouſneſs unto eternal life, by Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord, Rom. v. 21. It is called grace 
for the following reaſons: it is a favour to 
which the inherent me! t of man in fulfilling 
the precepts either of the law of nature or 
of Moſes could not give him any the leaſt 
degree of claim or expectation: under the 
Goſpel diſpenſation God has been graciouſly 
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pleaſed to accept of the ſincere endea- 
vours in the place of the unſinning obe- 
dience of his creatures: the exertions of 
Chriftians in the performance of their duty 
are ſupported and encouraved by the more 
abundant graces of the Holy Spirit. Who 
hath ſaved us, and called us with an holy 
calling, not according to our works, but ac- 
cording to his ewn purpoſe and grace, which 
as given us in Chriſt Jeſus betory the world 
began, 2 Tim. i. 9. Being juſtified freely 
by his grace, thro" the redemption that is in 
Chriſt Jeſus. Rom. iii. 24. That being 
juſtified by his grace, we ſhould be made heirs 
according to the hope of eternal life. Tit. iii. 
7. It is ſaid to be effected through Jeſus 
Chriſt; becauſe Jeſus Chriſt lived to teach 
us the truth, died for our ſins, and roſe 
azain for our juſtification, He took upon 
himſelf human nature, in order to exhibit 
to mankind, both by precept and example, 
a perfect model of truth and goodneſs. 
Grace and truth came by Jeſus Chriſt, John 
i. 17. I am the way and the truth and the 
life. John xiv. 6. I came that I might bear 
witneſs to the truth. John xviii. 37. But 
 2was in all things tempted like as we are, yet 


without fin, Hed, iv, 15. He died to free 
them 


6 73 

them from the puniſhment due to their 
tranſgreſſions and to reconcile them to God, 
But he was wounded for our tranſgreſſions, 
be wes bruifed jor our iniquities; and the 
chaſtiſement of our peace was upon bim, and 
with his flripes we ere bated :—and the 
Lord laid n bim the iuiquities of us al. 
Ifa. lin. 5, 6. Chrift hath redeemed us from 
the curſe of the law, be u mad? a curſe for 
us; for it is Wiitten, Cu ſed is every one that 
hangeth on a tree. Gel. iii. 13. For Chrift 
alſo hath ſuffered for ſins, the juſt fer the 
uiuſt, that he micut bring us unto Ged. 
1 Peter ili. 18, Go! was in Chriſt recon- 
(1117 tve world unto himſelf; not iinpuliug 
their treſpaſes to them. He hath made him 
fin for us, woo knew no ſin; that we might 
be made th: rig htecisſneſt of God in bim. 
2 Cor. v. 19. He roſe again from the 
dead, aſcended into heaven, and there con- 
tinues to intercede for his faithful ſervants, 
and to aſſiſt their progreſs in religious du- 
ties by the powerſul cooperation of the 
Holy Spirit. I Perefore be ſcith, when be 
efcenaed up on high, he led captivity captive, 
end gave gifts unto men, Epheſ. iv. 8. Where- 
fore be is able? alſo to ſave thein to the utler- 
moſe, that come unto God by him, ſeeing he 
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ever liveth to make interceſſion for them, 
Heb. vii. 25. For if, when we Tere ene- 
mies, Wwe were recoiciied by the death of his 
Sen; much more being reconciled, we ſball 
be /aved by his life. Rom. v. 10. Who is 
he that condemn:th? It is Chriſt that died, 
vea rather, that is riſen again, Woo is even 
at the right baud of Ged; who alſo maketh 
interceſſon for us. Rom. vill. 54: If ye 
love ine, Reep my commandinents: aud 1 will 
prey 9 Father, and he will give ycu ano- 
ther Comferter, that he may abide with gen 
for ever. John xiv. 15. 1 can do all things, 
throush Chriſt who ſtrengtheneih me, Phil. 
I. 13. 

© Can a Chriſtian, relying upon his own 
natural powers, effect thoſe good works 
© which are eſſentially neceſſary to falvyation * 


Not by his own innate abilities, but by 
the aid of the Holy Spirit is a Chriſtian 
qualified to perform a ſervice acceptable to 
his Maker. Man is very far de generated 
from his original purity : his underſtanding 
is darkened, ſo that he does not invariably 
perceive, and his affections perverted 19 


that he is not able ſteadily to purſue that, 
in 


toy ey DH 


„ 


in which is placed his real duty; and which 
would uniformly terminate in the greateſt 


degree of happineſs of which his nature is 


capable. In this ſtate of depravity and 
error he can of himſelf do no good thing. 
The Spirit of God ſupplies this deficiency, 
and adminiſters that aſſiſtance of Which the 
acquired imbecillity of human nature ſtands 
in need. This help is never denied to 
thoſe, who, by endeavouring to practiſe 
what they know to be their duty, and by 
an earneſt defire of ſtill further improve- 

ment, qualify themſelves for its reception, 
and who aſk for it by diligent prayer. Net 
that wwe are ſuijicient of curſelves to think anv 
thing as of ourſelves, 2 Cor. iii. . For I 
know that in me (that is in my fleſh) dwelleth 
ro good thing. Rom. vii. 18, I berefere, 
my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as 
in my prefence only, but now much more in my 
abſeice, cr out your own ſa.vation with 
fear and trembling. For it is God which 
wwerketh in you both 0 © eill and to do of bis 
goed pleaſure. Phil. ii. 12, 13, Bleſſed are 


12y UW t do Hunger 72 thirſt after righte- 


oſneſs, fer they ſhall be filled. Matth. v. 6. 
If ye then beiug evi! knew hew to give good 
gifts unto your children; bow much wicre ſhall 

H 4 Your 


9 BY * * * 
- 4 s ay. 2 < - 
— — 


2 


(7.2963 


your beavealy Father give the Hely Spirit ts 
thife who aſe him, Luke xi. 13. 


© But ſuppoſe that after the attained aid 


of the Holy Spirit, and a perſeverance 2 
© for {ome length of time in the practice of ( 
religious duties, 2 Chriſtian were to can- RT 
cel his integrity by ſome grols and ſcan- 0 
dalous tranſzreſſion ?? t 

I 


It muſt be admitted that, in the eye of 
ſtrict juſtice, no ſorrow for paſt offences 


however contrite and fincere, no future - 
obedience however exact and unreſerved, : 
can have the leaſt effect in aboliſhing the g 
guilt of a ſinner. It hath nevertheless : 
pleaſed God, of his infinite mercy through : 
Chriſt, to mitigate and to diſpenſe with the : 
ſtern rigour of the law; and to accept a : 
hearty repentance and a ſubſequent perſe- a 

4 


verance in religious duties in the place of 
an uninterrupted obſervance of them. A 8 


ſolemn act of repentance therefore, followed C 
by a renewed obedience, and a truſt in the . 
merits and the mediation of a crucified 15 
Saviour, will again reſtore a Chriſtian to . 
the favour and acceptance of a merciful Cc. 

£ 


Creator, Redeemer and Judge, I am ne? 
come 


C 377-3 
come to call the righteous, but ſinners to re- 
pentance, ee ix. 13. This is a faithſul 
ſaying, and worthy of all acceptatien, that 
Feſus Chriſt came into the world to ſave fin- 
mers. 1 Tim. i. 15. 1f any man fin, we have 
an agvocale with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt 
the righteous, and be ts the prepitiction fer 
our fius: and not fer ours en y, but aiſo for 
the fins of the whole world, 1 John ii. 
1 2. 


© If good works be, in the above qualified 
© jenſe, eſſentially neceſſary to the ſalvation 
of a Chriſtian ; what means the Apoſt! 
© when he apparently reſts the whole of his 
* falvation upon Faith or Grace, to the 
© utter excluſion of good works ?—as in the 
© following, amongſt many other paſſages. 
. berefors We ü that a man is juſiified 
© by faith, without 1h? deeds of ihe law. 
© Rom. iii. 28. But er that the kindneſs 
© and love of Ged ur Saviour towards man 
© appeared, not by wwal ks of rightecu/n:ſs which 
«© wwe hade done, but according ta his mercy be 
© ſaved us, by the waſhing of regeneration and 
« renewing of the Holy Ghoſt ; which he ſhed 
* on us abundantly through Jeu, Chriſt cur 
Saviour, that being juſtified by his Grace, 
Hs © we 
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© wwe ſhould be made heirs according to the hops 
eternal liſe. Tit. iii. 4, 5, 6, 7. 


The Apollle, in moſt inſtances of the 
above nature, was arguing with the Jews 
converted to Chriſtianity : who were fo 
determinedly bigotted to their own law, that 
they wiſhed to annex the works, the bur- 
thenſome ceremonies of it, to the Covenant 
of Grace. Now as Faith in a crucified 
Saviour is the prominent feature in the 
Chriſtian Covenant; and as this Covenant 
was entered into by the free Grace of God, 
is perfected by the Graces of the Holy 
Spirit, and was intended to ſuperſede and to 
diſannull the Covenant of Works; he fre- 
quently characteriſes the whole ſyſtem of 
Chriſtianity by its diſcriminating properties, 
Faith and Grace. Not that he intends to 
aſſert that this Faith in Chriſt, or this Grace 
of God will be available to ſalvation, unleſs 
it be accompanied by that obedience to the 
precepts of the Goſpel, which they were 
intended to effect. For the Grace of God, 
that bringeth ſalvation, bath appeared unto all 
men, teaching us, that denying ungodline/s 
and worldly luſts, we ſhould live ſoberiy, 

righteoufly, 
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righteouſly, and godly in this proſent world. 
Tie in 1, 12; 

And even admitting that the Faith and 
the Grace, which the Apoſtle ſo highly ex- 
tols, be by him intended to be ſet in direct 
oppoſition to the moſt ſtrenuous exertions 
of Chriſtians in the performance of Pres ical 
duties; he {till only means to give the decided 
preference to a Faith 1n Chriſt and the 
Grace of God; without which, as a founda- 
tion, good works, in a. Cimſttan fenle, 


cannot be produced. 


< How miſerably then do theſe men abuſe 


© this great /alvation, and turn the grace of 


* God into laſcivionjneſs; who imagine, the? 
© becauſe Chriſt has diſaunulled ihe old law 
© which was appointed only for a time, tlere-— 
© fore we may be excuſed by our Chriſtian 
© Liberty from obeying the eternal commands 
© of God; that becauſe Chriſt has ellablithed 
for us a Covenant of Grace, therefore we 
© need not be zealous to 7 85 ia gc 
© works; that becauſe Chriſt has redeeme; 
* us from the puniſhmeiit of 55 by the ſacrijice 
© of Þ:mjelf, therefore we need not be zea- 
* lous to reſcue ourſelves ſi om under the 
* Petwer and dominion of it; that becauſe 
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the righteouſneſs of Chriſt ſpall be avail- 
able for us unto Juſtification, therefore 
there is no neceſſity we ſhould have any of 
our ten; in a word, that becauſe Chriſt 
nas promiſed ſalvation to thoſe who &e- 
liev? the Goſpel, therefore there is no ne- 
ceſũty we ſhould be ſolicitous to ovey it.“ 


Clarke's Eſſay on Confirmation. 


L1xcoun, Dec. 29, 1793. 
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The Lord 


ion be knovn unto all men. 
5. 


A Philipp. iv. 


Let your modern 
is at hand 


— 


+ et 2. 4* 


In ans” 


J admit that if e majority in any tate 
© are diſpoſed to eſtabliſh a particular form 
© of religion, I ouzht not, by any act of 
violence, to oppoſe them, or to behave 
* myſelf with any the leaſt appearance of 
© rudeneſs or indecency towards them, © Thou 
ce ſhalt not revile the Gods (the rulers) of 
ce thy people.“ A Trip to Holyhead, 
&c. 1793. The paſſage is thus in the Bi- 
ble. Thcu ſbalt not revile the Gods (margin, 
gudges) nor ciſe the ruler of thy people. 
Exod. xxii. 28. 
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Non tali auxilio, unn dc ferforibus i/its 
Tempus Zet. VikG1L, 


SHOULD any cool and diſpailicnate_ dif. 
ſenter, whether he be a teacher or a hearer, 
after having peruſed the preceding pages, 
conclude that the author of them is a de- 
termined enemy to all thoſe who ſeparate 
themſelves from the church eſtabliſhrnent, 
he begs leave to enter his proteſt againſt an 
inſinuation ſo unmerited and diſgraceful, 
If a diſſenter be what he really ought to be, 
he muſt, for that very reaſon, have a juſt 
claim to a conſiderable degree of reſpect 
from all unprejudiced minds. 

A diſſenter is one who, for conſcience 
fake, recedes from the communion of the 
church as by law eſtabliſhed; and, by ſo 
doing, excludes himſelf from certain pri- 
v:leges annexed to thoſe who adhere to its 

perſuaſions, 
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perſuaſions. I ſay, for conſcience ſake ; for 
ſhould any one, from caprice, the love of 
novelty, a diſappointed ambition, or any 
other motive ſtill more unworthy, withdraw 
himſelf from the general ſocicty, he forfeits 
that right to clieem which he had otherwiſe 
poſſeſſed. Now he who foregoes certain 
advantages, becauſe he cannot conſcienti- 
ouſly aſſent to the conditions upon which 
alone they are to be attained, will, as we 
May fairly preſume, be equally fc rupulous 
in all other reſpects. Ihe pr robab ity is, 
that ke will as re:dily, and with the ſame 
degree of circumſp- &iv!:, exert the diſcri- 
minating powers of *5 in! in the appre- 
ciation of every other object which ſolicits 
his attention; and that when, to the beſt 
of his abiliics, h hes decided what is true 
and right, ſuitable co character as a man 
and a inan EP wi': adhere to it with as 
firm and deter: e a reſolution, His 
univerſal rule of actic:: will be, 


Nil cenſcire ſibi, nulla palleſcere culbd, Horace. 


And who can contemplate ſentiments of the 
above elevated nature, and not feel within 
his breaſt a degree of reſpect for the perſon 


in whom they reſide. 
2 The 


Ca 


3 
The above deſcription includes thoſe di 
ſenters only, who are ſuch upon princ! iple, 
and from the well- grounded conviction of 
their own minds. But it is a known fact 
that the number of thoſe who adopt this or 


that perſuaſion, after having duly deli- 
ke 
I 


lif- 


quences, and balanced it Again the juſt- 
neſs of other ſyſtems of tenets of a ſimilar 
n:iture, is very {mail, when compared with 
that of thoſe, who aſſume opinions they 
know not why, and are members of this 
or that religious ſocicty, becauſe their im- 
mediate predeceſſors were ſo before them, 
or follow modes of faith as they do modes 
of dreſs, in compliance with the example 
of their coteraporaries, In the preſent caſe, 
it is no part of the queſtion whether the 
tenets of the eſtabliſhed church or thoſe of 
the diſſenter be preferable on account of 
their nearer affinity to the truths of the 
Geſpel: he who acquieſces in either the 
one or the other, without previous exa— 
mination or preference founded upon con- 
viction, has no juſt pretenſion to any ſhare 
of merit on account of the excellence of his 
principles. Whatever is done by accident 
can never afford the leaſt title to com- 

mendation: 


a ed upon its truth, wei hed: its conſe- 
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mendation : churchmen and diſſenters ſtand 
in this reſpect upon the ſame ground. In 
like manner a conſcientious diſſenter and a 
conſcientious churchman are equally objects 
of eſteem and reſpe&t; becauſe they are 
equaliy honeſt men, and are alike induced, 
by paying a due deference to the ſuperior 
qualities of their nature, the faculty of rea- 
lon and a propenſity to that which is beſt, 
to regulate the general tenor of their belief 
and practice: with this ſole difference in 
favour of the diſſenter, that he, in the pur- 
ſuit of his object, foregoes advantages of 
which the churchman participates. 

Having placed the diſſenter upon prin- 
ciple in that amiable point of view which 
the ſuperior excellence of his character de- 
mands, we will now direct our attention to 
his privileges and his duties; whether he 
be conſidered as an individual of that ſo- 
cicty in which he lives, or as a ſubject of 
that government which ſecures his perſon 
and protects his property. 

If a diſſenter conduct himſelf with de- 
cency and propriety in the civil community 
of which he is a member, he is undoubtedly 
entitled to all that deference and reſpect 
which an inoffenſive deportinent ought 

invariably 


C387 


invariably to conciliate to every human 
being. For his private ſentiments upon ſub- 
jects civil or eccleſiaſtical he is accountable to 
God alone: and if the practices, which are 
the conſequence of theſe notions, do not 
infringe upon the peace and the comfort of 
his neighbour, neither the one nor the other 
ought to ſubject him to the unfavourable 
opinion, the cenforious language, or the 
injurious treatment of thoſe who are united 
with him in the bonds of ſociety, 

But if, not contented with the humble 
ſtation of a private Chriſtian, a diſſenter 
take upon himſelf the office of a teacher of 
religion, of a propagator of the tenets he 
profeſſes ; he then increaſes the ſphere of 
his agency, and ſubjects himſelf to corre- 
ſponding obligations. Ir is no crime to 
attempt to inſtruct others in what we be- 
lieve to be the truth; it is rather an ho- 
nourable undertaking. We were linked 
together in ſociety that we might be uſeful 
to cach other: and in what way can one 
human being contribute more cffectually 
to the advantage of another, than by point- 
ing out to him and leading him into the 
paths of truth and righteouſneſs. But he, 
who would do this with a proſpect of ſuc- 

cels, 
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ceſs, ought himſelf to be well-informed in 
the real nature of what he proſeſſes to teach, 
to procced in his undertaking <wi1h mild- 
neſs and a due regard for the opinions of others, 
and more particularly to guard againſt he 
diſſemination of ſuch principles as are ſutver - 
five of the peace aud gord order of ſociety, 
Thus qualified, and under theſe reſtrictions, 
a teacher of religion, of whatever perſua- 
ſion he may be, can never do amiſs. The 
Improvement of his hearers in the ſaving 
truths of the Goſpel being his principal 
concern, he will accommodate his inſtruc- 
tions to their capacities and their exigencies; 
and will recommend to their attention and 
practice the ſublime truths and the amiable 
graces of the Chriſtian profeſſion. He will 
conſider every fellow labourer in the vine- 
yard of Chriſt as purſuing the fame good 
end with himſelf, though by ſomewhat 
different means, and conſequently will think 
well of his endeavours, and will patronize 
and encourage his exertions. 

With reſpe& to the ſuperior orders of 
diſſenters; their claim to a high degree 
of proficiency in the various departments 
of ſcience, as well as the different walks of 
literature, ſacred and profane, muſt be 

readily 


| 
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readily admitted by every one who has any 
tolerable acquaintance with the paſt or the 
preſent ate of information in this kingdom, 
But ſtill let it not at the ſame time be taken 
for granted, that with them are excluſively 
depoſited all the treaſures of wiſdom and 
knowledge. Their allowed excellence in 
this reſpect has been at the leaſt equalled, 
if not excecded, by the bright luminaries 
of the eſtabliſhed church, whether we have 
recourſe to the generations now no more, 
or contemplate that which is now paſling 
in review before our eyes. To controvert 
received opinions, to detect their fallacies, 
and to expole their inconſiſtencies has in it 
ſomething of a ſpirit of enterprize which 
never fails to ſeem ſpecious, and is wonder- 
fully gratifying to that attachment to no- 
velty, which invariably adheres to the 
human mind. And he who engages in this 
arduous undertaking, exhibits the ap- 
pearance at leaſt of a profound diſcernment, 
and a laudable concern for the diſcovery of 
the truth, But in too many inſtances theſe 


appearances are the mere ſhadow of a 
ſhade : the abilities of the advocate for re- 
formation being nothing more than the 
petulant forwardneſs of ſelf- conceit; and 

his 
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his love of improvement either a fondneſs 
for captiouſneſs and contention, or an un- 
reſtrained defire to make a figure in the 
world, even at the expence of that truth 
and of that virtue for which he ſtands forth 
as an advocate, and which, with ſo de- 
termined an earneſtneſs, he pretends to 
recommend. The human intelle& is, in 
theſe ſuperabundantly enlightened days, 
become ſo ſclt-ſufficient, fo impatient of 
control, and ſo capable of deciding upon 
all poſſible truth, by intuition, as it were, 
and without the now-antiquated aid of cla- 
borate ſtudy and patient inveſtigation, that 
a cautious inquirer will think it prudent 
to pauſe a moment, before he coincides 
with the predominant rage for innovation; 
and will prefer the retaining of his old 
mumpſimus with conviction and peace, to 
the adoption of the new /ump/mus, with all 
its concomitant evils of diforder and con- 
futon; and perhaps, in the end, with the 
loſs of the very advantages propoſed by the 
exchange. 

After having attributed to the more ele- 
vated ranks of diſſenters their juſt title to 
an extenſive ſhare of natural abilities and 


acquired attainments, what ſhall we ſay of 


that 
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that numerous order of expounders of the 
Goſpel, the preaching mechanicks of this 
kingdom. Theſe men, as they are con- 
ſcious to themſelves that they do not poſ- 
ſels, ſo they generally hold in contempt ail 
literary acquilitions, and not ſeldom all 
learned men. According to their own ac- 
count, they are enabled ro comprehend 
and to unfold, for the edification of their 
hearers, the momentous truths of the Holy 


Scriptures, not by an application to the 


laborious reſearches of commentators, but 
by a much mote ready and infallible me- 
thod, that of inſpiration, Relative to the 
want of learning, and the reputed divine 
illumination of the teachers of religion com- 
monly called Methodiſts, I cannot do 
better than adduce the teſtimony of J. 
Lackington ; who from his long and inti- 
mate acquaintance with their principles and 
practices may be juſtly admitted as a com- 
petent evidence in the preſent calc, 


© Mr. Weſley, having divided Great 
Britain into circuits at thoſe conferences, 
he appointed preachers to every circuit 
for the following year; and as he well 
knew the general want of abilities amongſt 

© his 


La) 


* 


A 


Lal 


_— 3 
_ 
6», 


n 
Ge 


- 
- % „„ ny 
. — — — — 8 
83 — — 2 


83 
6 
— 


( 192 ) 

© his preachers, he limited their time of 
« preaching in one circuit to a year; and 
© ſo, in ſome meaſure, made up the want of 
abilities by variety, &c,* Life, laſt edit. 
Pag. 327. 

© But as theſe heavenly teachers only 
© ſpeak as the ſpirit giveth them utterance, 
© of courle all human learning is entirely 
* ſuperfluous !' page 240. 


A 


Whoever will amuſe himſelf by a peruſal 
of the truly intereſting narrative of his own 
life, publiſhed by J. Lackington, will be in- 
formed in theſe entertaining memoirs, that 
the teachers of Methodiſm are, in numerous 
inſtances, indeed inſpired by the fame mo- 
tives with which artful or weak minds are 
generally inſtigated, thoſe of indigence, 
idleneſs, ſelf-ſufficiency, or a pitiable im- 
becillity. 

In like manner the Antinomian brethren, 
whole principles are exhibited in the former 
pages of this work, are equally ignorant, 
and enthuſiaſtick; and in addition neglect 
and deſpiſe all human aid towards the un- 
derſtanding of the Holy Scriptures. The 
following are literal quotations from an 


Antinomian tract called, * Theological 
e Conyerſc”, 


A a «x 
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Converſe”, publiſhed by one Robinſon, late 


Biſhop of this ſect. 
© My own experience ſerves in proof to 
© the truth cf the particulars advanced: 


© they being what I have zafted and bandled 


of the wok b oF LIFE; and in the holding 


«© forth of which I am divinely ſupported ; 
© and enabled with the boldneſs and faith- 


fulneſs to make known, in my ruſtic ſtyle, 


c 

© the myſtery of godlineſs; (viz. The myſtery 
© of God, even the Father of Chriſt,) ſo far 
as I am given to know of it, and ex- 
perience its divine power in my ſoul; and 
© in which I know 1s contained the bidder 
© wiſdom, and counſel of God, for the eter- 


© nal ſalvation of mankind in Chriit Jeſus 
© our Lord. 


© But Truth's faithful Witness yet pro- 
«© pheſy cloathed in ſackcloth —Neverthclels, 
© ye my brethren and friends, who know the 
© Truth as it is in Jeſus, and are ſer free by 
© it; you, (I ſay,) will not judge according 


© to appearance, but will Judge righteous 


© judgement, 


And ſhould the hk Monarchs of 
ria, by their proud Rad-ſhakebs at 
* tempt to invade our rights, and ridicule 


© our 
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© our profeſſion; I would they knew that, 
© in ſo doing they reproach the living God 
© in us, who well knows their abode, their 
© going out, and their coming in, with all 
© their furious helliſh rage; and who al- 
© ſuredly will (in his due time) ſend ſuch a 
© blaſt upon them, as ſhall conſume, deſt roy, 
© and utterly cauſe to periſh, all their en- 
© mity and rage againſt us; and ever fave 
© us, who trult in him, from the malignant 
© Spirit and power; and io work, that all 
© the kingdoms of the earth may know 
© that the Lord is THe Gop, even he only. 
© In that day there ſhall be one Logy, and 
© his name One. Zech. xiv. 9. Preface, 
© page v. vi. vii. 

Thus I have given you my ideas of 
© righteouſneſs; as found in the Scriptures : 
© and that according to the diſcovery 
© ſhewed to me in the Mount.” page 110. 


Theſe teachers, whether Methodiſtic or 
Antinomian, by their avowed deficiency in 
every ſpecies of human learning, and from 
the utter contempt of it profeſſed by the 
latter, ſcem to be poſſeſſed of the jultly 
explode] notion, that ignorance is not only 
the mother of devotion, but moreover of 

inſpiration, 


C 0 — 


Cain 

inſpiration, as well as of every other va- 
luable quality. But it would be a difficult 
matter to prove, that a want of knowledge 
is the beſt qualification of a teacher of any 
kind; much leſs of one who aſſumes the 
ſacred office of explaining the conditions, 
and inculcating the duties neceſſary for the 
attainment of everlaſting ſalvation, At any 
rate, it this maxim be true in religious con- 
cerns, it is falie in all other objects of ra- 
tional contemplation: in which it univerſally 
holds good, that to be thoroughly ac- 
quainted with the ſentiments of the well- 
informed upon any ſubject by them parti- 
cularly conſidered, is the beſt human me- 
thod of attaining the real truth. As to the 
pretence of theſe teachers to be the more 
appropriate followers of our Savicur and 
his Apoſtles, and their preſumption in 
aſcribing to themſclves the ſame degree of 
inſpiration, becauſe forſooth they reſemble 
our bleſſed Maſter and his diſciples in their 
poverty and the meanneſs of their apparel ; 
we mult have more convincing proofs than 
theſe before we admit of their plea for the 
more immediate preſence of God's Holy 
Spirit. Beware of falſe prophets, which 
come to you in ſheep's clothing, but inwardly 
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they are ravening wolves, Ye ſhall know 
them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes 
of thorns, or figs of thiſtles ?— Wherefore by 
THEIR FRUITS ye ſhall know them. Matth. 
Vii. 10, 16—20. | 

In all our inquiries after the truth, it is 
nothing more than reaſonable and candid 
to allow to preceding or cotemporary com- 
petitors in the ſame honourable purſuit 
their due ſhare of merit; and, convinced 
that we ourſclves are fallible, to beſtow 
upon others that degree of reſpect and at- 
tention with which we hope to be indulged, 
There is ſtill no reaſon to pay that de- 
ference to the authority of any human be- 
ing, however highly and juſtly celebrated 
for his integrity and ſagacity, as to receive 
his ipſe dixit for a demonſtration, or to 
embrace his opinions as inconteſtible, 
Amicus Plato; amicus Socrates; ſed magis 
amica veritas, The truth has univerſally 
and without exception the firſt claim to 
regard; nevertheleſs Plato and Socrates, 
ingenious, learned, and induſtrious men, 
who have exerted their talents in the in- 
veſtigation of the real nature of things, 
ought not to be deprived of their juſt ſhare 
of conſideration. 


5+. Theſe 
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Theſe general reflections are intended to 
introduce a cenſure upon the conduct of 
ſome of the more learned diſſenters; who 
have been to a very blameable degree de- 
ficient in candour and liberality towards the 
profeſſors of the eſtabliſhed doctrines. The 
Church has been aſſailed on all fides by a 
number of combatants at once let looſe 
upon her. Her articles of faith, her mode 
of worſhip, her miniſters have each in 
their turns been baited; and with all the 
arts of ingenuity and miſrepreſentation ren- 
dered objects of contempt to the undiſ- 
cerning multitude ; who would by the ſame 
means be as readily induced to diſclaim the 
tenets of thoſe who are ſo ſtudious to per- 
vert their underſtandings and ro prejudice 
them in their own favour, This unremit- 
ted attack has been carried on partly under 
the maſked batteries of reviews and maga- 
Zines ; partly by the regular approaches of 
formal argumentation, and of an appeal 
to the Scriptures, and the authority of the 
primitive Church; and partly by the pop- 
guns of twopenny and penny tracts in— 
duſtriouſly diſperſed amongſt the unlearned 
for their edification, Were the tenets of 
the cltabliſhment as falſe in themſelves and 
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as pernicious in their conſequences as are 
thoſe of Paganiſm, a more ardent deſire 
of eradicating them, and of ſupplying their 
place with doctrines more fuitable to the 
principles of the Goſpel could not have 
been manifeſted. If we who athere to the 
perſuaſions of the Church be not led into 
the right way of thinking, our ignorance 
cannot be imputed to a want of inſtructors, 
or to a deficiency of zeal in thoſe who take 
upon themſelves this friendly office; who 
appear by their unceaſing and reiterated 
exertions to conſider us either as incorri- 
gible boobies or inflexible bigots. But 
were we to adopt a ſyſtem of opinions re- 
commended to our choice by one party of 
our opponents, we might not, upon the 
whole, be one jot nearer the truth; and 
ſhould ſtill be encompaſſed by an equally 
numerous hoſt of enemies. And we can- 
not help ſeeing and lamenting, that too 
many of our adviſers are indeed actuated 
by a zeal, but not according to godli— 
neſs, Violence and clamour, intrigue and 
faction may overawe, but can never con- 
vince; and that caule may with ſome de- 
oree of probability be preſumed to be not 


a very good one, which ſtands in need of 
| aids 
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aids ſo prepoſterous and ſo inadequate to 
the end propoſed. With what an acri- 


monious and perſevering animoſity againſt 
the eſtabliſhed church, and indeed againſt * 


all eftabliſhments except that of their own. 


ſyitem of opinions, ſome difſen.ers, high 
in literary fime, have paſſed the chief part 
of their lives, is fo notorious, that it is need- 
leſs ro mention their names or to enumerate 
their labours : if peradventure their wgrks 
of the above digladiating tendency be not 
almoſt without number. A conduct of this 
kind has rather the appearance of concealed 


malice and a diſappointed ambition than of 


a ſincere regard for the propagation of the 
truth. And the ſettled rancour with which 
too many of thoſe, who are denominated 
preaching mechanicks, treat the regular 
clergy, and that more eſpecialiy ſince the 
indultrious circulation of the reſtleſs no- 
tions of liberty and equality, is too well 
known to thoſe who are ſo unfortunate as 
to have them gain ground within the cir— 
cuit of their labours. Rational argument 
and diſpaſſionate inveſtigation are the only 
efficacious and the only juſtifiable methods 


* Sec © Occaſional Beems,” page g1. 
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of eſtabliſhing and bringing into general 
acceptation any particular opinions : and 
when men ſee the flaſh and hear the roar of 
tumulcuous contention, they are ſo far from 
being thereby induced to throw off the 
modes of belief and practice to which they 
have been long habituated, that, fearful of 
the deſtructive nature of the impending 
ſtorm, they generally draw them the more 
cloſely around them. | 

In addition to being well informed and 
temperate in oppoſition, it becomes thoſe 
who broach new opinions to be particularly 
upon their guard, leſt the principles they 
adopt and endeavour to recommend ſhould 
be ſubverſive of the peace and good order 
of ſociety, The genuine effect of religion 
natural and revealed is, by promoting and 
encouraging uni verſal righteouſneſs, to pro- 
duce peace on earth and good will amongſt. 
men. There is not a ſingle moral vi tue 
or a Chriſtian grace, whether it reſpect our 
duty to God, our neighbour, or ourſelves, 
which has not a dircct tendency to make 
us happy in our own breaſts, and to caule 
us, by the practice of it, to contribute to 
the real and laſting advantage of all thoſe 
with whom we are connected in ſociety. 


The 
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The peace and the welfare of his creatures 
are the ſole object of all the merciful in- 
junctions of our wile, and great, and good 
Creator, 

The higher orders of diſſenters, being in 
general profeſſed admirers of what is rational 
and ſuitable to the dignity of human na- 
ture, have ſeldom been deficient in re- 
commending the grand offi. es of morality, 
Indeed the Chriſtian duties of Piety to— 
wards God, Charity to our fellow creatures, 


and Temperance with regard to ourſelves, 


are, in the ſacred volume, diſplayed, both 
by precept and example, in ſuch large and 
legible characters, that be who runs may 
read them ; and the wayfaring man, though a 


fool, cannot err therein, Theſe duties, be- 


ing not only recommended in the Scrip- 


tures, but by all writers upon moral ſub- 
jects, profane as well as ſacred; and being 


at the (ame time ſo congenial as they are to 
the nature of man, unleſs it be to a very 
low degree debaſed by long continued ha- 


bits of vice; their univerſal obligation, one 


would have thought, could never have 


been queſtioned; nor any thing advanced, 


by the teachers of Chriſtianity more eſpe- 
clally, which would in the leaſt degree 


I 5 interfere. 


E 


interfere with the general practice of them. 
And yet this has been done in a deplorable 
manner 1n more than one inſtance, 

Ir is a common, though a profane ſav- 
ing, © The more Saint, the more Devil.” 
With ſome diſſenters of the lower order the 
convetſe of the propoſition ſeems to have 
been adopted, © The more Devil, the more 
“ Saint: or, in other words, by how 
much the more abominably wicked a man 
3s before his converſion, to ſo much a 
higher pitch of purity and perfection he will 
arrive when he comes to the knowledge of 
the truth, and 1s, by whatever means, in- 
duced to abjure and to forſake the un- 
righteouſneſs of his doings. This notion 
has a manifeſt tendency to encourage men 
to perſiſt in their abandoned courſes, and 
to become the more deſperately wicked ; 
that they may thereby be exalted, after re- 
formation, to a mere exemplary flate of 
ghodneſs, and may acquire in a propor- 
tionably higher degree, the favour of God. 

That the gab of ſanctity has been too 
often aſſumed in order the more effectually 
to perpetrate the molt diabolical purpoles 
is a melancholy truth, which every think- 
ing man cannot help acknowledging and 

| lament- 


( 


lamenting; but this flagrant abuſe of what 
is moſt excellent is no reaſon why the vileſt 
principles and the moſt profligate practices 
ſhould be reputed the moſt eligible quali- 
fications for a future advancement in holi- 
neſs and purity, The greateſt degree of 
proficiency in any art or ſcience is, in ge— 


neral and with very few exceptions to the 


contrary, made by thole, wio begin to 
learn the principles of it in early life, and 
continue their labours without any very 
material interruption, Patient application 
and perſevering induſtry are the more pre- 


vailing means of arriving at eminence in 


all human purſuits, And the ſame cauſes 
will produce the ſame effects when applied 
to the regulation of life and manners. A 
being prone to evil cannot begin the prac- 
tice of virtue at too early a period: good 
principles and a correſponding conduct 
rendered familiar in youth are the ſureſt 
foundation of a future progrets in religion, 
and of a peaceful and honourable old age, 
The hoary head is a crown of glory, if it be 
found in the way of righteouſneſs. Prov. xvi. 
31. On the contrary, habits of wicked= 
ness, when confirmed by length of time, 
are with great difficulty ſhaken off, and, in 

I 6 too 


( 204 ) 

too many inſtances, bring down the grey 
hairs with ſorrow and diſhonour to the 
grave. Remember now thy Creator in the 
days of thy youth, when the evil days come 
not, nor the years draw nigh, when thou 
Halt jay, I have no pleaſure in them. F.c- 
cleſ. xii. 1. Can the Ethiopian change his 
ſkin or the leopard his ſpots? Then may ye 
alſo do good, who are acciſſtomed to do evil. 
Jerem. xiii. 23. © Acquaint thyſelf now 
« with God, the author and the giver of all 
* the good things thou enjoyeſt. Offer 
« unto him the firſt fruits of thy life, thy 
« youth, thy health, thy yet-unimpaired 
« faculties. In a ſtate of indifference thou 
cc canſt not live: under the banners of vir- 
te tue or of vice thou muſt of neceſlity 
« enliſt thyſelf, Defer not then the tri- 
te bute of thy gratitude for all the bleſſings 
« of the Almighty till the maladies of old 
te age overtake thee, and the days of en- 
cc joyment are vaniſhed to return no more. 
« Hahits confirmed 1n early years extend 
te their influence to futurity : and when thy 
te ſtrength is decayed, and thy active pow- 
tc ers have loſt their energy, it will then 
« be extremely difficult, indeed next to 
« impoſſible, to relcue thyſelf from the 

« dominion 
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« dominion of thoſe vicious indulgences, 
© to which thou haſt been long accuſtom- 
« ed, and to renew thy heart to virtue and 
5 $6. PERCE;” 


A ſecond and a ſtill more pernicious opi- 


nion is, that which invalida es the neceſſity of 
the whole ſyſtem of religious duties; which 
aſſ-rts that Chriſt having done all for us, we 
have no need to do any thing for ourſeives ; 
that the integrity or the viciouſneſs of our 
lives has not the leaſt influence over our fu- 
ture deſtination : and that the righteous and 
the wicked ſtand preciſely upon the ſame 
ground as to everlaſting happineſs in an- 
other world, This 1s taking away the 
ſtrongeſt motive to a holy life, the favour 
or the diſpleaſure of God and a future ſtate 
of rewards and puniſhments : it gives all 
poſſible encourage nent to the practice of 
every ſpecies of wickedne's, and by fo 
doing undermines the very exiſtence of 
civil ſociety. The notion immediately 


pre eding gives a ſanction to a wicked life 


for a certain time, but the preſent one 
authorizes iniquit and violence to the very 
termination of our carthly exiſtence, Hav- 
ing in the foregoing pages of this volume 
combated this dangerous doctrine, and en- 
deavoured 
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deavoured to eſtabliſh the neceſſity of hav- 
ing regard to all God's commandments, if 
we wilh to attain the eternal rewards of 
happineſs in heaven, I ſhall not repeat here 
what I have there advanced ; but will ſub- 
Join a few printed authorities of the above 
opinion. 

One of theſe righteous men, after paſ- 
© fing ſome encomiums on me for my 
* moral character, aſſured me that I had by 
© no means fallen ſo low as many of God's 
© children had fallen; but fall as low as 
© they poſſibly can, ſays he, they are ſtill 
© God's children; for although they may 


« be black with ſin, they are fair within.“ 


© He then read to me the following paſſage 
© out of a pamphlet, written againſt Mr, 
© Fletcher by Mr. R. Hill” © David 
« ſtood as completely juſtified in the ever- 
„ ]:ſting righteouſneſs of Chriſt, at the 


« time when he cauſed Uriah to be mur 


« dered, and was commitcing adultery with 
„his wife, as he was in any part of his 
4 liſe. For all the ſins of the elect, be 
de they more or be they lels, be they paſt, 
et preſent, or to come, were for ever done 


c away. So that every one of thoſe eiect 


« ſtand ſpotleſs in the fight of God”! 1s 
© NOT 


c 
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not this a very comfortable kind of doc- 
trine? The pernicious conſequences of 
ſuch tenets impreſſed on the minds of the 
ignorant followers of theſe quacks in 
reſigion, muſt be obvious to every per- 
ſon capable of reflection. They have 
nothing to do but to enliſt themſelves in 
the band of the elect, and no matter then 
how criminal their hfe!' Life of Lack- 
ington, page 276 and 7. 

© Theſe teſtimonies f!/y, /ufſiciently ſhew 
that the will of God in the redemption of 
ſinners is done by Jeſus Chriſt : and that 
according to all the intents and purpoſes 
of the divine will :—to the preſenting the 
redeemed to God without ſpot, or ſtain 
of ſin; and every pre-requilite thereto is 
found in Chriſt ; without conſidering the 
good works of the redeemed as furthering, 
or their evil works as Hindering the ſaid 
Redemption.“ Theological Converſe; 


page 101. 


c 


« 


© What in life can influence others to 
hold Redemption Univerſal on the condi- 
tion of good works?” page 113. 


To this ſelf-ſufficient quere of the author 


of Theological Converſe, by way of an- 


ſwer, 
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ſwer, T will annex a quotation from Dr. 
Waterland's recommendatory preface to the 
ſecond edition of the valuable diſcouries of 


James Blair, M. A. upon our Saviour's 
ſermon on the Mount, 


« Of the value of good works. 

« I am apprehenſive, that by our un- 
ce wary confutation of the Popiſh errors 
&« concerning Merit and Su; ererog..tion, we 
ce have too much depreciated good works 
« themſelves. Whereas it is moſt certain, 
« they ought to be highly had in eſtimation; 
« not only as the genuine fgus and fruits 
« of a lively faich, but as neceſſary condi- 
« tions of ſalvation; and not only of ſalva- 
© tion, but of our grew:h in grace and of 
© our advencement to higher degrees of 
« glory.“ Here, very bricfly and juſtly, is 
pointed out a dangerous extreme, with the 
© rite and occaſion of it, and the proper 
© cure for it, or corieftion of it. 

For ihe juſtifying the term Conditions, 
© the reader, who has any ſcruple, may 
© con!ult Bilhop Bull in his Harmenta, &c. 
© and Biſhop Stijlingflcet in his anſwers to 
© Mr, Lobb.“ page 10. 


and 
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And if the righteous ſcarcely be ſaved, 
where ſhall the ungodly and the ſinner appear? 
1 Pet. iv. 18, According to the above 
cited authorites, in the ſame place with the 
righteous. And theſe ſhall go away into 
everlaſting puniſhment, but the righteous into 
life eternal. Matth. xxv. 46. No, lay theſe 
profane teachers, it ſhall not be ſo ; for the 
wicked and the righteous ſhall both equally 
ſhare the bleſſings of eternal life. 

In a profeſſed addreſs to diſſenters, were 
a writer to advance the following as a 
formal propoſition, “that there is not the 
ce leaſt connexion between a difference in 
ce religious tenets from the eſtabliſhed 
c church, and the diſſemination of the 
« principles of ſedition for the ſubverſion 
Of the conſtitution in church and ſtate ;”” 
ſuch a declaration would by ſome be 
deemed nugatory, by ochers inapplicable, 
Search the Scripture, ſa the former; 
examine the Goſpel from the one end to the 
other, and you will not find, through the 
whole extent of it, one ſingle paſſage, or 
one example of our bleſſed Maſter, or of 
his Apoſtles, which gives the leaſt colour 
of an encouragement to deſtroy, by con- 
ccaled or by open attempts, that form of 

government 
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government under which a chriſtian may 
happen to live. On the contrary, a peace- 
able and conſcientious ſubjcction to lawful 
authority, in all things not contrary to the 
known and acknowledged will of God, is 
largely inculcated and earneſtly recom-— 
mended, The latter might come forward 
and aſſert, that the diſſenters are the moſt 
loyal of his Majeſty's faithful ſubjects, and 
that they are utterly immaculate as to 
the aſperſions of diſaffection male volently 
thrown out againſt them. 

However ſtudious diſſenters may be to 
exoncrate themſelves from the imputation 
of a want of attachment to the conſtitution 
as by law eſtabliſhed, plain facts, which can- 
not be controverted, muſt be allowed to 
ſpeak for themſelves. That to propagate 
the principles of ſedition is directly con— 
trary to the whole tenor of the tacred 
writings, and that thoſe diſſenters, who read 
the b ble with attention, ard with a view 
of improvement, can never be engaged 
in this diſaſtrous undertaking, is readily 
admitted, But fo long as the turb lent 
exertions of a P l- and a P=e ſhall be 
recollected: fo long as the Republican re- 
views, the avowed and well-known works 


of 


5 


of diffenters, ſhall continue the monthly 
practice of retailing their levelling princi- 
plcs, and of depreciating, by every art of 
ſarcaſm and of ſophiſtry, almoſt indiſcrimi- 
nately and without exception, the labours 
of thoſe writers who employ their pens in 
the defence of our happy conſtitution, and 
of the. meaſures adopted by government; 
every man of common reflection will judge 
for himſelf, notwithſtanding the moſt ai dent 
and repeated aſſeverations, what are the 
real views of a conſiderable body of thoſe 
who think themſelves the more learned of 
the diſſenters. 3 

As to the political principles of preaching 
mechanicks; theſe illiterate expounders in 
general not being able ro commit their 
ſentiments to writing, much leſs to ſelect 
and to arrange them for the preſs; their 
influence is in moſt inſtances circumſcribed 
wirhin the narrow circuit of their own per— 
ſonal excrtions, But within this compaſs, 
ſmall as it is, they may become, as in fact 
they have done in one inſtance at the leaſt, 
the induſtrious agents for the diſperſion of 
ſeditious writings, in compliance with the 
directions of their ſuperiors in the ſame 
miſchievous 
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miſchievous employment. And what a 
ſoleciſin in the regular ſubordination of ſo- 
ciety, that a city, in which are eſtabliſhed 
two reſpectable bodies co porate, the one 
eccleſiaſtical, the other civil, ſhould for 
ſome time, be held in a ſtate of trepidation 
and alarm, by the underhand machinations 
of three or four preaching mechanicks, 
members of that numerous body, the * quam 
non jeſſimas, of this kingdom. Should it 
pleaſe the Almighty to puniſh the manifold 
and crying ſins of this nation by any of his 
terribie judgements, wars, famines, peſti- 
lences; oh, may he grant, of his infinite 
goodneſs, that we may fall into his hand, 
for his mercies are great; and let us not fall 
into the hand of man, 2 Sam. xxiv. 14. into 
the hand of our infatuated fellow- creatures: 
who, not having the fear of God before 
their eyes, are too often inſtigated by folly, 
pride, and revenge, to the molt atrocious 
barbarities: ſor, as it has been proved by 
a ſeries of woeful events, even the lender 
mercies of the wicked are crue!, Prov X11. 10. 

I will conclude this eſſay wich an extract 
from a linall volume enticled, “ A trip to 


* dee, © Occaſional Poems, page 12. 


« Holykead 
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c -Holyhead in a Mail Coach with a 


“ Churchman and a Diſſenter, in the year 
©« 1793.” In this temperate and truly 
pious production, diſſenters of whatever 
perſuaſion, may learn, if not what they are, 
at the leaſt what they ought to be: and 
if their real characters were univerſally what 
they are there repreſented, they would be 
indeed peaceable and loyal ſubjects, as well 
as a bleſſing and an honour to the commu- 
nity of which they are members. 


© The freedom of the preſs in every 
country ought to be held facred ; and no 
man who reaſons ſoberly on queſtions 
either of philoſophy, juriſprudence, or 
divinity, is deſerving of cenſure. But 
he who ſhall 1n any country declare him- 
* ſelf Heile to the eſtabliſhed Conſtitution 
© of it, treat the characters of the diſtin- 
' © guiſhed ſupporters and defenders of it 
contumelicuſly, and avow his intention by 
circulating oppoſite theories of his own, 
to ſubvert it, can never ſurely expect to be 
© treated in any other light, than as an of- 
fender againſt the ſtate. What degree of 
© this guilt falls to the lot of the much 
© talked of Paine, no one who has atten- 
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tively read his book can be at a loſs to 
ſay. There are no doubt many truths 
contained in them; but the ſpirit that 
prevails through them, the reflections 
caſt on the. memory of King William, 
and on his preſent Majeſty, with many 
other matters that might be mentioned, 
bring him clearly within the ſtatute of 
ſound ſenſe, as well as of the Bible, © thou 
ſhalt not revile the Gods or the rulers of 
thy people'. And if ſuch be the character 
of the books and the avowed intention of 
their author, they who circulated them, 
knowing their contents, and wiſhing to 
promote his views, are juſtly chargeable 
of being guilty of /eaitious prattices.” 
W hoever,” ſays Mr. Locke, © cither 
ruler, or ſubject, by force goes about to 
invade the rights of either prince or 
people, and lays the foundation for over- 
turning the conſtitution and frame of 
any juſt government, is highly guilty of 
the greateſt crime, I think, a man 1s 
capable of; being to anſwer for all thoſe 
miſchiefs of blood, rapine, and deſola- 
tion, which the breaking to pieces of 
government bring on a country. And 
he who does it, is juſtly to be eſteemed 
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ce the common enemy and peſt of mankind ; 
« and is to be treated accordingly,” 
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© For their (the diſſenters) juſtification 
from theſe charges (of ſeditious practices) 
they appeal to their general conduct and 
their publick acts. Go into their religi- 
ous aſſemblies, Sir, where they are ac- 
cuſtomed to make ſupplications, prayers, 
and interceſſions for the King, and all that 
are in authority; and be a witneſs of the 
devotion with which they perform this 
part of their duty, acknowledging their 
obligation to lead peaceable lives, in all 
g >dlineſs and honeſty; a conduct which 
they are perſuaded 18 good and accept- 
able in the ſight of God our Saviour, — 
In their addreſſes, on various occaſions, 
to his Majeſty, they have not failed to ex- 
preſs their duty, affection, and loyalty, 
after a manner becoming good ſubjects. 
—And they have lately declared, in the 
moſt explicit manner, to all the world, 


that, © they venerat® the Conſtitution of 


« their Country, are firmly attached to the 
ce preſent Royal Family, revere the laws, 
ce and hold all factioos and ſeditious 


& practices in the greateſt deteſtation.“ 


© I am 


* 


e 
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© 1 am a friend of all mankind, a hearty 
lover of my country, and I feel myſelf 
moſt affectionately concerned for the re- 
putation, ſecurity, and happineſs of the 
Diſſenters, of which body I have the ho- 
nour to be one, Were they, numerous 
as they are, all preſent, you ſhould, Sir, 
for once hear a ſermon ſrom the lips of a 
Non-conformiſt, to which I perſuade 
myſelf they would pay a ſerious and de- 
vout attention, and which you would 
approve. It ſhould be a ſhort one, not 
of the length theirs are uſually ſaid to be. 


It ſhould be this : 


Read your bible. Fear God, honour 


ec 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


(c 


cc 


the King. Be ſubject to the higher 
powers, not only for wrath, but alſo for 
conſcience fake: to the King as ſupreme, 
and unto Governors, as unto them that 
are ſent by him, for the puniſhment of 
evil doers and for the praiſe of them 
that do well. For ſo it is the will of 
God, that with well-doing ye may put 
to ſilence the ignorance of fooliſh men, 
As free, and not uſing your liberty as a 
cloak of maliciouſneſs, but as the ſer- 


vants of God. Render unto all their 


ce ques, tribute to whom tribute is due, 


« cuſtom 
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cuſtom to whom cuſtom, fear to whom 


fear, honour to whom honour. If it be 
poſſible, as much as lieth in you, live 
peaceably with all men. Study to be 
quiet, and to do your own buſineſs. Set 
your affections on things above, not on 
things on the earth. Strive to enter in 
at the ſtrait gate, Work out your own 


falvation with fear and trembling. Let 
your moderation be known unto all 


men. The Lord is at hand. Yes, he 
cometh quickly; to call all men to 


account for the deeds done in the body. 


And be aſſured, the queſtion then will 
be, not whether you were an Ariſtocrat 
or a Democrat, whether you were for 


this or that form of government, or were 


of this or that political party; but whe- 
ther you have been a faithful ſervant of 
God, a meek diſciple of Chriſt, a well- 
wiſher to all men, and a friend to your 
own immortal ſoul?” Such ſhould be 


* my ſermon, And I repeat it again, the 
« generality, if not all of them, would, [ 
© am perſuaded, cordially ſay, Amen,” 
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Should theſe Miſcellanies happen to fall 
into the hands of any one who is poſſeſſed 
of Occaſional Poems, the author _ begs 
leave to ſuggeſt the following alterations. 


Page 19. And thou, great ſage, whoſe comprehenſive 


mind, 
Graſps at all natere's univerſal plan, 
Its animal, mineral, vegetative tribes ; 
Oh! it well becomes thy active ſpirit 
From thy much-loved purſuits to pauſe awhile, 
The pangs, &c. 


Page 38. Sure angels dwell in ſuch a form as thine, 


Where innocence and gentleneſs combine 

To frame whate'er we mortals think divine, 

Yet thou'rt not all divine, Of pureſt blood?) 

Thro' thy warm veins there rolls a purple 
flood, 


And thou'rt as ſweet and fair as thou art 
good. 


>" 


ERRATA 


PACE. Line, 

38, 
37. 
73. 
178, 


4, for reduce practice, read reduce to practice. 
11, for deduced, read derived. 

12, after wonſbip, inſert him, 
17, for If, read if. 

8, dele the after with, 
21, for Scripture, read Scriptures, 
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